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LETTER 1. 

C. GESSNBR to HIS FATHi;lt; 

i 

f 

My deareft Father, Mumch, i xth April, 1784. 

I. *t,v. . ■- 
HASTEN to acquaint yqu with our 

Me arrival in this city. The fe¥\fc days^ we /hall 
.ftay here, will be fo cntirely_>»^=«»p^ln vifiting 
the gallery, t^aJfr rr*^" *^ exception of our table 
aflbciateSy who coniift chiefly of young men of 
faihion and clergymen,, we fhall fee but little of 
Munich or its inhabitants. We have, however, not- 
withftanding, already become acquainted with 
fome clever men. The young baron de B— 
who has been in Switzerland, feems defirous of 
returning to us the civilities, he received in that 
country, and has accompanied us every where. 
We have feen fome regiments perform their cvo- 
lations ; and, out of refpe£i: to our conductor, the 
colonel of one of them had the goodnefs to allow 
me to examine his fined Borfes, and to make 
fludies and portraits of them at my leifure. 

B Wc 


We were much prefled for time as we pafled 
through Auglburgh) and, as it nappened alfo to be 
on a holiday, we were denied accefs to the churches 
and cabinets of the curious : we had neverthelefs 
the good fortune to gain admif&on to Mr. Buckle, 
a celebrated collector of medals, who {bowed us 
his colle^ion with great politenefs. The objefks 
"in it, moft interefting to me, were a large num- 
ber of drawings and fludies, by Rugendas, fome 
drawings by Ridinger and H. Roos, and fome by 
Hdltzer, afrefco painter of great merit, who died 
when very young. Some of the houfes in this 
place Ate decdrated with his works: among others, 
1 remafk^a ^^w^ct of peafants, in whidi the 
figures are well drawtv, «~liceiti as if ftarttng from 
the watl. ' ^ - 

We faw alfo at M. de Haydens two good ori- 
ginals> by Rugendas ; they are battle pietts. Ttie 
compofition is very grand, and dieyare finifhedwith 
care : fome of the figures and hoxfes cannot be fur- 
paffed. There are alfo in this colle£tion two fine 
copies after Veit, and a burlefque concert, by Man^ 
Trcdi, in which the figures are nearly of the Gze of 
life, well drawn, and with a good effeft of light and 
fhadow. 

You Will not, I amfure, require from me a detailed 
account of the gallery of Munich* Such a multi- 
tude 


tode of pi£iuTes, filling fevpQ Jarge^ rooos. oa-one 

floor, occafions more fatigue ;han..pleafure to ao. 

eye, that wiflies to.view:.(hennf all ia i^ne vUit. ; I 

will therefore only fViention thofe, whiph ip^e the 

greateft impreffion on rne. . And I muft.ficf^ of all 

notice the fetches of Rubens,; oC which, th^e are 

many in this collection; and though r they ore all 

traced with a rapid pencil, yet are. fo fall of fire and 

fo Gorre6lIy drawn, tl^t I prefer them to many high 

finiflied piflures. The portrait of his wife, painted 

by himfelf, the file of life, is a beautiful counte* 

nance, and the colouring is fo perfect as to be ' 

qfuite a deception. I alfo obferved fome heads by 

Vandyke and Rembrandt, which have a wonderful 

cffc4a, and fixed me for a kuig-time to one fpot 

through suiixHiaflon. In fome pidtures of the Ita« 

lian fchool I was much pleafed with the drawing, 

but the colouring appeared black and of a dirty hue. 

Two pi£kures by Wouvermanjone efpecially which 

reprefents a (table, and has an gSSsQl of light that 

is quite original, particularly attradled my attention^ 

as mafter-piqces in the ftyle I have adopted. Yet 

the contemplation of them gave me pain. I felt 

difcouraged an4 caft down, when I reflected on the 

great fuperiority of this artiil : I coofidered, how-* 

ever, that he acquired it by continued labour and 

conftant exertiori ; and this idea, by exciting me to 

fimilar efibrts, gave me hopes of obtaining equal 

fuccefs. 

I B % There 


* There '^fe' not many landfcapcs hete; amdng 
the few are fortie of Huifman's, and foine of 
Salvator Rd^fa's, with very gracefVil figures; a 
large pidlure of animals by Rofa di Tivoli ; the 
ilieep iii "it are as large as life, and ftrikingly. 
natyfal, a^ afe alfb fome wild animals by Veit and 
by Vbfs, which appear fo ferocious that they frighten 
one ; fome fine paintings by Rugendas ; and laftly, 
fome of Dajardin's works, in which I have obfcrved 
much truth and nature in the animab^ a fimple 
flyle of compofition, and good colouring* 

The colledkion of pictures of the Flemtfh (chooU 
which this gallery contains, is, I believe, one of the 
mod valuable in Europe. I4iave remarked, among 
others, fomeby Brauer, painted with the utmoftaccu-^ 
racy, and producing^ a fingular degree'of illuiion ; the 
objefls are as diftinft as in a camera oUcura. There 
^re alfo fome piftutes of Teniers, of Mieris, and 
of Gerard Dow, of the higheft finifhing and moft ' 
careful execution, which are neverthelefs very 
fpirited. But nothing in the whole gallery gave me 
fo much delight as a dead Chrift, by Raphael, al* 
though connoiffeurs do not enth-ely agree about its 
originality. The Virgin Mary is in tears, (landing 
by the body of her Son. The colouring of this 
pi<5ture is far from briliiant, and. is not ftriking at 
Arft fight ; but the iioble (implicity and forcible 
expreflion of the whole tipprefs themfelves ftrongly 

on 




on the mind upon a defer inveftigation, and no 
terms can give an ideaofthe eflFeiSl. The colouring 
is that of Nature herfelf, and the deep affli£Uon of 
the Virgin is delineated with fo much truth, that 
it is impoffible to refrain from tears. After leav- 
ing this pifture, it is not without pleafure, that you 
obfervc two figures, by Albert Durcr, the fize of 
life, which appear to be portraits. ., The beads;afe 
animated, the cfaarader well marked, and ithe 
folds <tf the drapery are happily arranged. . ^ 

• 

We arejuil returned from- a little. excurflbii to 
Schleifsheim and Nymphenbourg. la tbe fitft of 
thefe palaces we foun«l <* greaem'umber of valuable 
things ill gold and filver, but very few piftures. It 
was nearly the fame at Nymphenbourg ; the caftle 
is ornamented with more tafte than that of Schleift* 
heim, but it contains, like that, a great profufion of 
goTd and filver and mofaic ; and thefe, in my bpi* 
niori, are more curioius than beautiful. The gar- 
dens of Nymphenbourg may afibrd a pleafiilg view 
in fummer; but at prefent the ftatues are ftill co* 
vered, the walks are deferted, and every thing beara 
the appearance of winter. Farewell, my dear Pa* 
rents, 

YourfoHj 
i C. GESSNER. 
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LETTER 11. 

V. 
S. GESSNER TO HIS SON. 


Zurich, 14th Af riU 

• V Your letter, my dear fon, ga^e us 

inexpreffible pleafure. Youc mother partkularly, 
who has beeii in a ilate of continual, anxiety ftom 
hcT tender .foliqtude for your .welfare, . now feels 
comforted and happy at hearing, that you are in 
^ good health, and, what is not .lefs.fatisfaiSlory.,. that 
you have made fbme better arrtingements for your 
journey. * ,,^ 

I • • 

'The firft days of jour abfence were very melan- 
choly. We talked of you continually, and feldom 
without a moiftened eye ; then Henry would try to 
diffipftte bur fidnefs by fpme drollery, and our fmiles 
and tears were mingled together in whimfical coo- 
fufion. We are at prefent much more calm» 
though not lefs occupied with the thought^ of you* 
Henry never forgets to drink your health at table ; 
one motive may be, that by fo doing he gets another 
glafs, but he undoubtedly feels towa.ds you a very 
fincere a£Fe£iion. Your portrait is often taken down, 
and oflfered in turn to the whole family to be kifled ; 
and if thefe tender fcenes do not fpeedily terminate, 
I am much afraid, that in a fhort time you will re- 
ferable John Huis in the church at Conftance. 

I feel 


I feel highly gratified, my dear fon, to hear you 
fpeak with fuch a lively emotion of the pidures you 
faw at Augfburgh and at Munich. I perceive in 
it the true enthujiafm of.yp\}r an ; an enthufiafm, 
which, being continually increafed by the fight of 
grand originals, v^ill fprii^ the. glory a.ild happinefs 
of your future life. Oh! that I could have feen 
you, when you ent^ered the gallery at Munich ! 
I never wiihed it more. 

Although you feel fo much admiration for the 
great mailers, yet never ijafier their beauties to entice 
you from the ftudy of nature. Examine, ip each of 
them, in what particular inftance they- have rooft 
fuccefsfuUy imitated tb»» firft of rapdels; cndeavpuf 
to difcover the bed methpd, which fhey .have em- 
plpyed to exprejfs it \ and, on leaving the works of 
art, al\nray8 return to nature hprfelf. Too^ ftrbng ^ 
partiality for any mafter will make you a inanmerift ; 
you will fee a proof of this atX)refden, in the works 
of a number of painters, in v^hich Dietrich is nu>rf 
^equently obfervable tjian obje<Sts in nature. Never 
^rget, for a fingle moment, that the firfl years of 
your ftudies will entirely influence thetenour of youi? 
future life ; and that, if you employ them to advan- 
tage, they may hereafter render you the pride of 
your father and of your country. Farewell. Bo 
well and happy. I am your truly affeftionate father. 


S. GESSNER, 
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LETTER III. 


C. CESSNER TO HIS 'FATHER. 


» 


Drefdefly May ^tlu 

On the 6th of this month we arrived 
in fafety at this place, and were received in the moft 
friendly manner by Meffrs. Graaf and Zing. The 
latter gave Freudweiler and niyfelf fome truly fa- 
therly jWivice ; and fuch a frienil k very neceffary to 
me ; for I feci fenfibly, that I am like a piece of 
furniture out of its place in this brilliant and poliflied 
world. I am beginning now to adonize a little. 
My head is already of a different cut, and I (hall 
foon be dreiled from head to foot in the fafliion of 
the 43y. I occupy a room in the houfe of M. 
Graaf, and eat at his table. Freudweiler lodges with 
profeffor Becker. Feer arrived yefterday ; you will 
tafily imagine the joy this circumilance occafioned* 

•^ • • . 

We did not remain at Leipfic, where we arrived 
during the fair, longer than was nece£&ry to fee 
wfiat was moft interefling in that city. When I 
behield that ftrange and varied mixture of fo many 
thoufands of men, I was induced to condder Leipfic 

as 


as the point of union for the whole world. In 
Richter's coffce-houfe, where five or fix hundred 
perfons of every country were joftled and prelled 
•together' in fix or feven rooms, the Greeks and 
Turks particularly attrafted my attention by the 
juft proportion of their figure, their noble and 
Arongly narked countenance, and the pi<9:ure(que 
flyle of their drefs. We alfo found at Leipfic a great 
liumber of Swifs, With whom we took a fi-atemal 
draught in one of the municipal cellan. 

Thehorfe-market prefented a very interefting cd- 
ledion of objedls to me. I drew there feveral very 
fine horfes *, but I relinquifhed the pleafure of fee- 
ing them exercifed, to go and hear a fermon from 
Zollikofler, whofe grand and fimple eloquence 
deeply affeSed me. It was on this occafion too, 
that I formed an acquaintance with that excellent 
man Weiffe, the author of the Children's Friend, 
who was {landing neat me in the church. He 
deiires me to fay many kind things to you from 
him, ^ollikofFer was fo much engaged at th^ 
time, that I did not think myfelf juilified ia 
juaking myfelf known to him. 

M. Baufe received us with great politenefs, and 
(hewed us a fine colleftion belonging to Wagner, 
He was employed in finifliing a head copied front 
Reynolds, which was painted entirely for effeSt, 

One 


One would fuppofe» »t Grft fight, that there is no^ 
thing in it, and that indeed is true, £br it has very 
little work in it» but at a little diflanpe it has a won* 
derful e&£k It is a girl of about twelve years of 
age» who is leaning both her arips pn a table, on^ 
foger of her right hand oti her mouthy which is 
finiiing. The upper part of the head is light ; th^ 
forehead and eyes are in (hadc>w ; .the eyes are full 
pf Are, and her fmjle partakes of a good deal of cun- 
ning and archnefs. The defign h beautiful in the 
higheft degree, and the drapery in true tafte. The 
i?hoIe is painted with the utmoR facility, yet ^ is 
complete. This piflure would occafion a great 
deal of work to any one, who would undertake to 
fingrave it. I have feen the drawings of M. 6avife^% 
^ughter, which feem to promife a great genius. 

I have many friendly things to fay to yoi| 
from M. Reich, whofe genv^ine Swifs franknef^ 
pleafes nie very much ; from profeffor Huber, t<> 
whom with much difficulty I was obliged to mufter 
my little ftock of French ; and laiUy , from the good 
old Ocfer. Unfortunately we were too much hur- 
ried to examine properly the colle£tion of Winkler. 
I was extremely firuck with a very fine Rembrandt^ 
«nd with a landlcape by Ruyfdael. The latter is 
nothing more than a fmall lake encircled with 
inountains, ibme fandy hills, a corn-field, and in 
|Iie foreground one or two oaks. The corn-fieMis 

lighted 
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lighted by the rays of the fun, and is fo brilliant, 
that you involuntarily raife your hand before your 
eyes to prevent it fropn dazzling you. There is alfo 
in this collection apii3:ureby Loutherbourg, whic^ 
is highly fpoken of. For my part, I fee in it what 
may b^ termed a fine manner, a bold and brilliant 
pencil, but no traces of nature in any part. 

We fold our chaife at Lcipfic with fome loft, 
and afterwards travelled in what they call the yellovr 
coach. We were much amufed to find ourfelves 
packed up in this box with a fet of people totally 
unknown to each other, and brought together by 
accident; and Freud weikr^s good humour, added to 
mine, kept the company, which otberwife would 
have been ftupid enough, in high fpirits, 

Tlie great politenefs 6f the Saxons, for every 
wafherwoman calls me, " my love" and " my dear,'* 
has rather furprifed my Helvetic fimplicity. 

I have filled my paper i fo farewell, my dear 
parents. 

C. GESSNER, 
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LETTER IV, . 

> « 

3. CESNER TO HIS SON. 

Zoricb) 22dMay. 

N^OTHING couI4. have afforded us a 
higher gratification^ my dear fon, than the receipt 
of your letter, and the intelhgence of your fafe ar- 
rival at Drefden; we were the more impatient to 
bear from you, as we had been informed, by means 
of 3 letter received by a merchant in our town 
lirom one of his correfpondents at Nuremberg, that 
yoa had been for fome time confined to your room 
by (bmc srccidental injury to your knee. He 
luckily added^ that you had juft quitted that city 
with your travelling companions, which, in fome 
jBteafure^ relieved our anxiety concerning you. 

The circumftantial details, which you have given 
us of aW that is worthy of obfervation in your jour- 
ney, have afforded us the greateft pleafure ; they 
convince me, that you ardently feize every oppor- 
tunity, which prefents itfelf, of feeing works of 
art^ and your opinion of them proves, that yoa 
do not fuffer yourfelf to be feduced by glitter, and 
that true merit alone obtains your fuffiage: with 

fuch a turn of mind, it will not be difficult for you 

to 
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t6 form your taftc, if you can vifit iht gallcty in 
company with fome real connoiffeure. Be cautious, 
however, of deciding too haflily, and never jnd^ 
till after a very ftri<ft examination. I have always 
found myfelf well repaid for feeking and obferving 
in every work, whatever it may poflefs of merit 
and beauty ; and unlefs there be fomething ftrikin^y 
faulty, I willingly give the juft tribate of pralfe to 
the author. I have khown many people, wlio felt 
proud of being able to diftingui/h, on thefiift glance 
of any work, what were, its defedh, and to point 
6ut its mod trifling errors ; but, in my opinion, it 
requires infinitely more tafte and knowledge to 
appreciate real beauties, than to difcovcr faults ; 
added to which, my way of judging in fuch cafa 
procures rac infinitely more pleafure than thefc 
great critics xranpoffibly enjoy. However, I do not 
wifti, for this reafon, to diffiiade you fixjm chnfing 
thofe works for your (ludies, which are efteemej 
the moft perfedl* 

M. and Mad. Graaf have given me the moft con- 
vincing proof of their ineftimable friendftiip, by- 
receiving you into their houfe; but we cannot 
either hope or defire, that you fliould remain' with 
them long ; for it would be exceedingly diftrcfling 
to me to conceive, that they impofed on thf'mfelves 
the flighteft reftraint on your account. They will 
be kind to you even more than we have any right 
to expe(Sk, if they will have the goodocfs to place 

yon 
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jfoo in a refyeSbble familyi allowing you the 
liberty of vidting them frequently, and profiting 
from their good advice. It would alfo be very ad-* 
vantageous for you, if M. Graaf would take the 
trouble of directing your (ludies. A0ure M. Zing, 
alfo, of our gratitude for the friendship he (bow$ 
you. How fortunate you are, my fon, to be fa 
kindly received by men of fuch diftinguifhed merit ( 
I know you well enough to feel aflured, that yoa 
will exert yourfelf to the utmoft of your power to 
lender yourfelf every day more deferving of their 
fHendihip,^ by your induftry and your good conduif):*^ 
I hope foon to receive later accounts of. your health « 
of the new acquaintances you have formed, and of 
the arrangements you have adopted for your ftudies. 
Do not, I conjure you, ever negleA even a 
fingle day in ^he purfuit ef this obje<^: remem- 
ber, that your aim is, to obtain one of the firfl: fta-* 
lions in your art ; and confider the enormous taik, 
which this ambition impofes on you» 

It gives me ^at pleafure to hear that Feer is at 
prefent with you. Say a thoufand kind things to 
him for me, and alfo to Freudweiler. 1 beg to 
ofier my grateful thanks to M. and Mad. Graaf and 
M. Zing, and I am with the moft tender afieAion, 
four father, 

S. GESSNER. 
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LETTER V. 

4 

MAD. GESSNER TO HER SON. 


Y0UR father has givea up the pen tm 
me^ and I alfo will tell you how truly my heart is 
fatisfied wkh your letters, and with tne whole of 
your oondufl.. . I cannot, however^ ex|>refs k better 
than your fiatther has already done. I was delighted 
with all your remarks on works, of ^rt <as well as oq^ 
father fubje£b. I. obfcrvc witl| pleasure, that you 
can, on all occafions,. and at all tkues^i prefer veyour 
good fenfe and good humour. 

Do not laugh, ihy dear fon, that I (hould prai& 
your bbfervations on matters relating to the arts ; I« 
who, as yoQ well know, am totally ignorant abouc 
them. There. is a part of your letter from Mur 
nicfa, which . affefked me very ftrongly. Speaking 
of one of the fineft pictures, you f^y, " I felt my- 
fe^diflieartened and caft down, while contemplate- 
ing the^reat fdj^eriority of this artld ; and it was 
cinly /by r^fiing^on the immenfe lab^our and con-- 
tinued efforts, which fuch mailer-pieces muft have 
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tequired, that I regained my courage and my ar« 
dour." This paflage, my dear fon^ is to me as 
precious as gold, and I fend it to you again, becaufe I 
wifh you toimprefeitftrongly on your mind. The 
remembrance of this may alfo be a ufeful preferva- 
tive from too great confidence in your abilities, to 
which a warm imagination may fometimes be liable, 
or from the defpondence you might occafionally feel 
from the contemplation of grand originals. Con- 
tinue, therefore, my dear fon, to form a found judg- 
ment and a pure tafte from your own obfervations. 
Your mind, while yet young and flexible, may re- 
ceive whatever impreffions you wifh. Be careful, 
that your abilities do not infpire in you too much 
^nfidence, lef^ it (hottld happen to you as it has to 
many others, that they have never. poficiTed any 
greater merit than that of having good abilities* 

Steinbruchel, who reads all your letters with 
inuch pteafure, and takes a lively interell in what- 
ever relates to you, wifhes you could meet with 
ibme worthy literary charader at Drefden, who 
would dire£i you in your choice of books. It is not 
necefiary that you fhould become a learned man, 
but yet your imagination fhould be well flocked 
with grand and beautiful idests. He thinks it right 
to guard you ^inft the literary publications, which 
' are at prefent in fafhion : and though they undoubt* 
iedty pofiefs much interefl and attra£tion, and are 
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difcufled in all companies, yet they would add but 
little to your (lock of knowledge and information, 
and might injure your tafte* 

How much pleafur6 1 experienced, my dear fon, 
in hearing, that you deprived yourfelf of one of 
your favourite amufements, to go to hear Zolli- 
kofier I G>ntinue thus to prefer what is beft to 
what is only good, and then you will find it always 
eafy to ad well on every occafioni not by ipftindt 
but from principle. 

From the f^tisf^dlion, with which you feem to 
fpeak of your nuaiercfus acquaintance at Drefden, 
I conclude you have entirely overcome your timi- 
dity ; I am not forry for it, for exceffive bafhful- 
nefs is not a good letter of recommendation, and 
often cafts an un&vQurable ih^de oq thofp, who are 
afield with this malady. Farewell, 

Your mother, 

J. GESSNER. 
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LETTER VL 

C. GESSNSR TO HIS FATHER. 


DrelHen, July 1 19 17^4. 

You may cafily imagine the t>ieafard 
I felt on receiving your letttrs. I read them over 
and over a thoufand times : how much every paf- 
, fage delights me ! You have, no doubt, been fur- 
prifcd at not having received any from ifle for fo 
kmg a period ; I affute you this is not the £rft, 
which I have attempted to ^^ite to you ; but until 
now, whenever I have taken up the pen, I hzve 
been fo extremely afit6led, and fo many things have 
crowded into my mind, that I never could expreff 
myfclf. *»^ 

You mention, in your laft letter, that you had 
heard from Nuremberg the account of my fall. I 
am truly grieved at the anxiety, which it muft have 
cKcafioned you. I did not think it of fu£Bcient con- 
fequence to fpeak of it myfelf, for it was nothing 
more than putting my left knee out of joint, and 
this accident was immediately remedied. I fup-* 
pofe you muft have been a little puzzled with that 
fentence in Freudweiler's letter, which faidy that we 

were 
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were not on friendly terms with the prefiding Deity 
of Munich ; but it was, in fafi:, this poor wooden 
deity, which was the caufe of the accident to my 
knee, by paffing near us in a proceffion, in which 
we unexpe£tedly found ourfelves involved. We 
were obliged to kneel like the reft of the populace ; 
and, in order to a£t my part better, I began, moft 
devoutly, to beat my breaft; juft at that moment, 
liie mob threw me down, and a disjointed knee was 
the reward of my hypocrify. 

I fuppoie, that at the prefent time you are at 
Sihlwald. The recoHedkion of that delightful fpot 
is accompanied by fo deep a {hade of regret, that I 
am obliged to fummon all my reafon to overcome 
it, particularly when a view, Aich as that which 
now prefents itfelf before my eyes, forms fo ftuking 
a contraft to that fmiling fcene. Perhaps at this 
moment my father is drawing or painting fome beau* 
tiful view from nature; or perhaps he is riding 
through the woods, accompanied by my brother 
Henry, with the ranger's fon behind him to amufe 
him with his innocent prattle. Perhaps too, you are 
feated on the turf before the houfe with my uncle 
and our dear Steinbruchel ; or elfe you are feafting 
on butter and honey with the ranger's family'; and 
my father, you know, is always the firft to make 
thofe good people merry. And when I tranfport 
myfelf, i^n idea, to thefe charming abodes, I have 
Ibme difficulty in preventing a fit of our national 
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low (pirlts, when abfent from our country. Diftri- 
butc ray regards and my kilTes to all the inhabttant& 
of your happy valley, not even excepting the horfes 
and dogs. Think of me in your delightful walks; 
think toOy that I alfo enjoy fome pleafure. Do not» 
however, fuppofe, that I lead a diffipated life, and 
that I feek for pleafure without having firft earned 
it by labour. By no means , I am fully fenfible of 
the value of every moment that I fpend; and I 
hufband my time with the mod ferupulous eco*. 
nomy. 

I have already painted feveral pictures which 
feem to have pleafed Mefirs. Graaf and Zing, with 
the former of whom I ftill continue to refide. M. 
Graaf encourages me to be very affiduous in my 
fiudies, and tells me, without wifliing to flatter me, 
that I have furpaff^d his expe£bitions, and that I 
require nothing more than to paint a great deal ia 
order to acquire that facility, whi(;h is only obtained 
by praflice. 

I have made only two new acquaintances, (ince I 
wrote, laft: a M. Rumpelt, a veterinary furgeonj 
and an officer of the nameof Berchholtz, who paints 
battle pieces with confiderable energy and fire. 

With regard to reading, you will be glad to 
l^novr, my dear father, that I take much delight 
in it. I was particularly pleafed in perufing thofe 
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of your works, which you gave mc on my depar- 
ture. I am at prefent reading Thomfon's Seafons, 
and I 'doubt> whether it be polfible to find a better 
painter than he is. 

I cantiot yet give you a defcription of the gallery. 
How much I wifti, that you could fee it. The 
regulations refpefting it are troublefonae for artifts. 
The infpedor and the truftees have the fele ma- 
nagement, which often renders it. unpleafant to 
young artifts, and prevents them from 'returning. 
Befides which, the gallery is only open from nine 
in the morning till twelve, and in the afternoon 
from two till five: by which means thofe lofe half 
their time, who cannot employ it to advantage at 
home ; and it is very tirefome for thofe, who paint 
in oil, to be fo frequently interrupted. In addition 
to all this, we are forbidden to copy the whole of 
any pidlure, which is very injurious to thofe, who 
arc copyifts b^ profeffion. There are many pic- 
tures here in the (lyle I follow, and particularly a 
fine colledtion of Wouverman's. However, you 
need not be apprehenfive, that I fhall employ too 
much of my time in copying, I will follow your 
advice, and (hall not forget that nature is the befV 

original. 

C. GESSNER. 
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LETTER VII. 


S. GJBSSN'£B. TO HIS SOK* 


Zurich, July I7» lyH*. ^ 

You occafioned us much uneafinefi» 
my dear fpo^ and almoft made ps angry by your 
j&lence, juil at the period, when we were moft 
anxious to bear from you. You had informed us 
pf your arrival at DreWen ; but what pould be more 
interefting to us than to know how ypu were fettled 
there, what plan you had formed for purfuing your 
ftudies^ and what connexions you had made i 

Your letter arrived juft at the moment, when I 
was making a refolutlon not to drink your health 
again, which your brothei* and I have done very 
regularly every night at fupper. You may there- 
fore judge of my anger I More than two months 
had elapfed without receiving a ilngle line from you. 
At that inftant your brother burft into the room, 
leaping with joy and crying, "a letter I a letter!'* 
~The fcene, which followed, was worthy of a pain- 
ter's pencil i we all feized your letter^ and, as if we 

had 
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liad beeii &iiiitlied, we tried to i^^aar it at OM 
morfel ; but thanks to yoar fcr^w}, and t;he pom- 
ber of words omitted^ we were obliged to flop $v^^y 
moment. We fnatched the paper from each other 
ateeni^tdy, every one Crying if he cc^ald Oiirpafi the 
others evdier in decyphcf ing it* or guei&ilg its con- 
tents. At loigtb the labour w» ^qzgmpl^i^^ i smd 
what do you think wbs the refijlt ? We tbiij^i that 
you have the heart and feelings of ^ii honeft and 
worthy man ; diat ypu enter on your t;^ with re- 
fle£tion ; and diat you Jbdx)ur miH^ perfeyo^ance and 
ardour, to become great in your 9i1t. Hpw HapPXr 
my child, do we foel in the hopes you give us| 
Your letter is a medley o^ a hundred thing, jvWch: 
have all afforded us pleaCure. But, when we do not 
be^ki.to wfiteitiU tl^e ipoftis ^bpujt to depart, our 
letters are apt to he kUift ;ind it is naturaji ^P^gj^: 
to forget xhok diiags iwbicb W9 of moft i^^rit- 
ance. Thus, £3r jc%MapUf ypii t^jl^ tps, that yp^ 
are ftiii »t M. Graaf^s;, bsitf ypu do ffOt n^ntJon^ 
whedier you are to coatinae thfix^* ConTideri my. 
dear (on, of the infinite adv^i^ag^, \yl)ich vKiUaCf* 
crue to you from having it in your pow.^ to avail 
yourfelf at all times of the advice of fuch an artift. 
Befides which, you will sd^ays meet ii^ his fa^iffe 
with good focicty and people of t^Ae. P9 JiiQt neg- 
left this opportunity of foroftwg yoi^r ^^a^qers: 
tfcese are many artbls wtio .^ave lo^l ti^fy g^van«; 
tages, whidi they miglit _o&^xvf}fe h^ve pt^t^i^ed, 
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by a foolifli. timidity and ignorance of tbe world. I 
obferve with pleafure, that you are beginning to 
lofe a little of your bafhfulnefs. 

You fay, that the greater part of the young artifts 
defift from vifiting the gallery, becaufe they cannot 
enjoy a perfedl liberty in it. But, what folly ! is 
it not a valuable acquifition to have the means of 
obferving and ftudying the great, maftei^? This 
advantage is not the only one, which refults from 
this eftablifhment ; continue, therefore, to vifit the 
gallery as much as poilible, and, above all, do not 
negledl any opportunity of feeing it with true con- 
noifleurs. 

You have already worked a great deal, yon (ay { 
and I am delighted with the modefty, with which 
you fpeak of the approbation you received from M, 
Graaf. Be always modeft, my child, but without 
timidity. Do you fuppofe, however, that a little 
detail of your works would not have been i'otereft- 
ing to us ? In future, do not ever omit to a£R>rd us 
this gratification. 

I wifh you had given me fome idea of the plan 
you purfue in your ftudies : whaf means do you 
^cmploy for that of the human figure ? Remembert 
that anatomy is the only folid foundation ; you 
mud not| however, negleA beauty and grandeur of 

form. 


form* The antique, as you well know» will gi^e 
you the beft models: you do not fay whether you 
ftttdy them, nor whether. you draw at the academy 
from life. Much is to be done to acquire fame, 
but your enthuiiafm for your art will render ail 
things eafy. I again advife you to continue in the 
fiyle you have made choice of; but if you wiih t-o 
obtain a diiUnguifhed ftation in that Ayle^ do net 
negle£t the noble and graceful formS| in whidi the 
human figure abounds. 

Be careful to acquire a fluency in the French 
language. \o« wUl not be all your life in Ger- 
many, and even if you were, a knowledge of it 
is always efteemed a mark of a good educatioa. 

If you have not yet met with Lippert, do not 
4efer feeing him any longer, and aiTure him of my 
jkindeft regard. 

I am glad, that you have perufed my writings 
with pleafiire. I think my letter on the art oi 
landfcape painting may contain fome uieful in^ 
ftru&ions for you. I am delighted alfo with your, 
tafte for Thomfon: you will one day feel how 
much works of tliat nature give a fpring to the 
imagination of a painter, which would be inanimate 
without them. Continue to read, but only fuch 
works as are the beft in their kind. 

One 
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One more piece of advice 1 beg you will follow, 
in order that you may write your letters with more 
eafe ; and liot be fo forgetful of what you have to 
fay. Put a (heet of paper on your table, and when 
you wiih to communicate to us any thing that you 
have thought or done, write it down immediately* 
To-day, perhaps, you will write two hues, to- 
morrow a whole page, and thus by degrees, the 
letter will be written. 

S* GESSNER. 
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LETTER VIII. 

CtGESSNER TO HIS JPAREKTS, 


My dear Parents ! Dwraen, July 29,17^4. 

We retnrncd ycfterday from a little 
cxcarfion to Hobenftein. It was a little tour, which 
four artiflsbeiides tnyfelf agreed to make for tliep^r'^ 
pofc of (ketching from nature. This country, co- 
vered with wood and interfered with mountai ns, 
js quite a ^radife for landfcape paintere. Every 
Aep oSsn a romantic^ or at leafl an inte«'e(ling 
foecie. At every turn you meet with a piAurelque 
rock, or a pretty cottage, or a fine tree ; and the ruins« 
which ai« fcattered over the country, a4d aireik 
charm by the great variety of obje^. It is impof«> 
/ibie to draw frdm nature here without having per- 
miiSon exprefsly for that purpofe ; and to this circum- 
fiance, which was very unpleaiant in tt&lf, we owe 
the (atisfadkion of becoming acquainted with the 
bailiflF, who is a very amiable man ; and the inha^ 
bitants, where we took up our quarters, ihewed us 
every poiTibie kindnefs. We made a rich harveft in 
diis journey ; and though all were equally ihduilrious, 
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each found time to contribute to the amufennient of 
the reft of the party. Our return was attended 
with fome whimfical circumdances. We did not 
limit ourfelves to any hour, and eten the bad wea* 
ther, which overtook us, had no influence over our 
fpirits. When we arrived at Konigftein we were 
condemned to pafs the night in a hayloft ; we were 
wet to the fkin, and the wind blew in at every cor-, 
ner. Entertaining no hopes of getting any ileep in 
this iituation, we endeavoured to diffipate our for* 
rows by a£ling a play : thisi was fufficient to confirm 
o^r landlord in the fufpicionhe had already formed^ 
that we were adlors. The report was foon fpread 
through the country, and, during the whole of our 
voyage on the Elbe, the people fan in crowds to 
fee U9> whenever we (topped. I believe too, that I 
had the honour to be taken for the Punch of the 
party, for all the children feemed to view me with 
particular fatisfa£tion. I intend fhortly to return 
to thatfpot with all my apparatus, that I may* paint 
from nature. 

» 
I have thoughts of fending fome of my works to 

the firft exhibition of pi£tures, which is to take 

place in the month of March next year. Mefirs. 

Graaf and Zing think, that by fo doing, I may 

acquire credit. 

« 

The labour of copying ftill difpleafes me, becaufe 

I have 
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I have not fufficient pra£tice to give thofe touches, 
which I feel to be the beft part of the pi^ure ; and 
which I wifh to exprefs iii my copy. This is not 
the cafe in working from nature. The latter forms 
my greateft delight, for I can difcern how much 
further it leads me than mere copying. Many 
young artifts are of a different opinion, and find 
the latter infinitely more difficult than the other ; 
for my part, I think I fucceed better from nature: 
however, I am not the lefs refolved to copy over 
and over again with the utmoft affiduity, the fined 
paits of Ruyfdael and Wouverman, fuch as trees. 
&c, 

I vlfit the gallery every day, and alwajfs with 

increafed pleafure ; yet I am not acquainted with a 

tenth part of the pi£tures. It is one of the mod 

numerous, as well as moft valuable, colleAions int 

Europe ; in my favourite ftyle alone there are about 

ilxty of the fined Wouvermans, two or three of the 

bed of Borgpgnone, and about as many Querforts; 

but only one pi£lure by Rugendas, and that, not one 

of hfs bed, Querfort, an imitator of Wouverman's, 

may pa(§ for a great artid, but in my opinion he 

ihares the comnion fate of imitators; the greated 

part of them labour without infpiration, in ihort, 

without foul, and for that reafon they«iever equal 

the original. 

Among 
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Among the landfirapesy I was particularly ftrack 
w4th the famous piiSttfre by Ruyrdael, and two by 
Claude Lorraine. The efFe£t of the former is fo 
{ra«id, that nothing but hatare can produce a 
finer. It is a hunting piece, with a (lag, purfued 
through a pond into a large neighbouring foreft ; the 
fun darts his rays through the trees on a fand bank. 
The ihadows are in broad mafles, and the lights 
which comes from behind a dark cloud, flickering 
en thft furface of the water, on the fand-bank, and 
on thei^ranches of the trees, produces the moft pic-< 
tureique efieA. The greenifb reflexion of the 
turf, the trees and every other obje£t in the water, 
is expreiled with much truth and decifion. In fome 
parts the water is ftill and traafparent as a mirror, 
but in that^ which has been difturbed by the chace« 
it is troubled, and Hill fhews fome agitation. Not- 
withftanding all ihefe grand tffe&Bt the whole ap« 
pearance.of the pifkure is foft, calm, and almoft of a 
gk)omy hue* The ihadows are dark and ftrong, 
hut the lights are vivid, and every obje£i, even in 
the deepeft ihade, is difcernible. Tlie whole of 
this pidlure bears the marks of great facility of exe- 
cinion ; it has nothing of manner in it, all is na- 
ture; and I am determined to copy fome parts of 
it, even if it were to coft me years of labour. M. 
Zing has engraved it ; b^it he is (o careful of his 
plateSy that it is very difficult to get a fight of them, 
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and fttll more ib to obtain an impreffion. I wlU| 
however, try to get pofleflion of one for yott. 

What dlftingtMhes Claude Lorraine is, in my 
>Optnion, bis beautiful choice of nature in his pic- 
tures. Ruyfdael punts ruftic nature juft as he finds 
her: Claude cbufes tjiofe parts which are moft 
beautiful and engaging. His pk^ures are poetry in 
its pufeft ftate ; and I know no one befideshim, whd 
is both painter and poet. The delightful repofe^ the 
animated colouring, the grand and fimple (tyleof 
compofitfon, -the magnificence of his fubjeds ; th* 
rich lawns overfpread with the mod beautiful plants; 
the whole of nature fo true, fo pure, which fprings 
to life under his pencil ; every thing in (hort in his 
works excites admiration and aftonifhmeht. Since 
I have learned to know them, I never walk in the 
country on a fine fummer's evening without ob« 
ferving, on all the objefts, the glowing tints o£ 
Claude Lorraine. 

If I am not miftaken, both the pi&ures I hav» 
mentioned have been engraved. They are each 
about four feet long by two feet high. One of theiu 
is a large lake, bordered with rocks which are 
addrned with the richeft verdure. In the back 
ground k greyifii mountain rifes from the water 
partly illuminated by the rays of the evening fun» 
which is j oft going to difappean Some ftreaks ct 
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light ftill gild the feathery clouds, and fparkle oft 
the ilightly agitated waves, the murmor of which 
ieems to reach the ear. The figures are net fo 
carefnlly painted as the other parhi; 

The other picture preients nearly the £ime kind of 
Iky ; it is, the fiery red of a fctting fun gi adually 
yeceding into a quiet grey, which is indiqative of 
heat. The fummits of the mountains are loft in 
the light vapour of the cloods: a ftream, which 
winds round a little ifland, and which, whenever 
It appears, catches the heams of the fun, forms tlie 
liiack-grDund of the pi^i'e, with the addition o( 
Ibme archite£lural buiMings, fome fine trees, and a 
beautiful bridge. In the foreground, the rivulet 
widens and glides between the trees ; the water is 
fo tranfparent that you fee the ftones at the bottom 
of it, and the painter has carefully exprefied all the 
lefleiSlions, which could be agreeable to the eye* 

I believe, no painter was ever more 'thoroughly 
mafler of bis art, or fo capable of creating a 
fiyle o( nature fo fimplc, and yet fo poetical, as 
C^Iaude. 

There is a landfcape by Van Everdingen in this 
€dIe£lion, which is of the fame fize, and in a fimi^ 
lar ftyle to thofe, which are in your pofieflion of 
this mafler. The iky and the general fcene are 
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s))f> ne^irly alike, h' is a deep and glooiTiy vaileyi 
.termiaated by rpcks^ which endofe a flieet of dealt 
and traoquiLwatery. and through which ibme huntf«- 
men are in puriait of a flag; The moft ftriking 
f^iXt of this pi&ore is, .the gcandftyle of themafter, 
and the fingular gift he poflefies of expreifing his 
fyibje&s with Header materials; this is a iecret 
which is almoft exdufively his own ; every ohjcSt 
has its .peculiar charafler, yet nothing is diftin(5Uy 
defined* 

I cannot exprefs the delight I exj^erience in 
viewing the beautifal- works of Both and of Berg- 
hem. The mountains and water of the latter, in 
particular, have formed a firong impreffion on my 
mind ; in.other refpeds, I can fcarcely fay which 
of thefe two painters pleafes me bed ; each excels 
in his own ftyle. I intend jto ftudy feleS: parts of 
each, as much as I can, cKudng thofe only which 
are moft excellent ; but I am convinced that thefe 
great painters improved their talents by ftudying in 
the fields, not in their rooms. 

I found ftill more objeSs to excite my admira** 
tion In the hidorical line. I contemplated with 
aftonifliment the cbariAing pidlures of Rubens and 
his fdiooL Here are two large pidures by this 
mafter. A lion hunt» and a Bacchanalian feaft. The 
{^lery of Munich contains duplicates of. thefe pie* 

D turc5. 


■ 


34 

tufe$9 aod cxxuKtti&un cannot agree whkh of' tlie 
two. poffiefies the onginak* Howerery a few iinpei^*-. 
oeptible fiemlts^ ikyt rlikdy to have been committed 
by RabenSy wiudi only an actift tan difcaver, and 
.which arc to berfound. in the-fodbirea at^Drefflbrk,, 
cfeem to infure Ike preference to, thofe* ^t Munich. 
This ^ueftion is too diftcult fov me tb attefnpt to 
decide, I therefore only attend to my feelings^ vrfiich 
infpire me with admiration' for frneworki. ~ The 
purity, yet grandeur of defign, the greatnefe of 
charad^er, the fire and expreffion of the figures, which 
are the fize of life^ in a word, all the richdl: (lores 
of the art feem to be unjtedin theiepiftnres. After 
a c;lofG examination of tbefe grand hiftorical concep- 
tions, where every thing aSs and fpeaks' to the 
eye, wliere ali is fall of animation arid fotiU how 
little and unjnterefting doi od)er worics a])peap in 
competition with them I howiiat andaffeded our 
modern compofitions feem, aifter the fciMime crea^ 
tionsof fuch a genius as* a Elaphad, a Correggio, a 
Titian, or a Rubens I 

There is here a little (ketch of the laft judgment, 
which IS in the gallery of Dufieldorf ; it is at mod 
the fourth or fixth part of thef fi^ of the [5f£tQre. 
The figures are grouped in^a very fingular man-^ 
ner. ; they feem to be floating in the air with -extreme 
liglitnefs^ yetaretumbling over each other. Every 
ilrcAe o£. the pencil is expreffive of the moft f igid 

truth; 
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^itub; tfeefe Is not one. loo mncb or too llftle; 
^ erery one mli^ks perfiki&ly^ jtift wJsat it ooght* 
It i^ evMent^ thai ^ k gavt Rttbehs kfs^ tnoable to 
'^raiv fignreSi than others' to c&nii leitteirs. This 
^flL^ch is paints withonljr two or three colours;: 
the grandeur of the defign, and the expreffloni, 
which pervade all the figures, gives fo much 
flrength to the wboie, that k producfis an afionifbing. 

The prodigal fon,. by Jordansy a pupil of Ra- 
Bens, is as large as life* The ftyle is brcodt graad^ 
afild well feh ; each flroke of the pencil gtrcs the 
drawing of a mufcle. 
» • ' ♦ 

The two fineft pictures of this whole colle£tion» 
and which, perhaps, are fcarcely d)ferved by a 
hundredth part of thofe who vifit the gallery, be- 
caufe they are not fo brilliant as fome others, are, 
the Madpna of Raphael, and the Night of Correggio. 
The noble fimplicity and angelic ihuQcence of the 
£rft of thefe furpafs all defcription.. It is a figure 
of the fize of life, graceful and majeftic, and of a < 
degree of beauty, which equals the antique. The 
colouring is rather too red, and this is a picture 
which requires, confiderable attention to excite all 
the admiration it deferves. The obje(% penetrates ' 
by degrees into your inmofl foul, and then you find 
it impoffible to defcribe it in ter^ns adequate to 
the fejiiations it excites. 

D 2 I hope 
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I hope foon to be able to pye yoa. a lefs cpn- 
fufed accotthc of. this gallery ; at pr^fpnt* all is fo 
new to me, and I have fo roucb. tp f<^» th^t Iqi)! 
do nothing but look ; I truft; however, that I (bdl 
Shortly employ my time Jn. copying as; W$U ;is 
•looking. 

I faw M* Klengel lately, wh6.has made abeaytt- 
ful drawing from one of your idyls. He defires to 
be remembered to you. Adieu, my dear father. 
I am anxious to fee ibme: pecforrpc^nce "of your 
hand fhortly; and perhaps ypu are this momept at 
Sihiwald employing your pencil on fome beautiful 
landfcape. 

C GESSNER. 
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LETTER IX. 


MAD. t;kssK£R to HEU SON. 


Slhlwald^ Auguft7i 17S4. 

Yesterday, my dear fon, we ar-^ 
rived at Siblwald. On entering the parlour, three 
fmall pidlureSy painted by you, met my eyes. I 
pafled fome time in contemplating them. ^'Itis 
now a year, thought I, fince I faw him trace thefe 
pleadng forms ; he whiftled and fang, and I faw 
them grow under his pencil ; how, Tie is far, far' 
from us."— In ihort, I had the weaknefs to prefs 
my lips on one of thefe pictures. You well know, 
my dear fon, that I am not much addi£ied to 
Icenes of a fentimental turn ; bat to-day, while I 
confider your works, in which I fo plainly trace the 
fire of your imagination and the propriety of your 
taile, I could not refrain from this little impulfe of 
maternal feelings. Do not, however, be apprehen- 
five, that the tender afre£lion of a mother will ever 
lead me too far, or that I fhall fuiFer my mind to be 
too powerfully imprefled with the painful fenfations, 
to which your abfence gives birth. My reafon con- 

D t vinces 
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vinces me, that it is for your welfare that yoti 
are now in a place, where your abilities will have 
opportunities of unfolding, and where you can 
become great in your art. Contioue, my dear fon, 
as you have begun. May every moment bear the 
mark of fome improvement, and may your father's 
precepts ever be confidered by you as oracles of wif- 
dom'; they are the refult of the experience he has 
colledled not only of life^ but of that art, which he 
has acquired (imply by his own induftry. 


Wb have been fome weeks at our beloved 
Sihlwald. Your father enjoys himfelf here as 
yfual in perfect liberty ; he is here entirely for the 
fake of his art, and he can conveniently avail him- 
felf of every opportunity, which offers, of ftudying 
from nature. We have, Ijowever, fuftained a great 
Jofs in the old ranger, who has now been dead fome 
time : and we feel it very heavily in our walks as 
well as at our meals. We loved him like an old 
friend; his character was open and upright, and 
the practical experience he poflefies of life, toge-, 
thcr with the gaiety and ferenity with which he 
bore his yean, all combined to make him dear to 
to us, and to unite our hearts in the trueft bonds of 

friendfl>ip. 

Your 


89 

Your father has painted a charming pi<^ure> 
fiiice he has been here. You no doubt remember 
the vieWy \^hich is oppofite to our houfe. It is 
formed by a Iarg[^ rock^^ that riies encircled by 
young trees and buihes ; the marfh, which lies near 
it, your father h;»|j^oQ^rti?d injto a fine fiflx-pond, in 
which fome cows are refreihing themfelves; a 
ftream of water fprings from the top of the rock 
falling in a cafcade to the bottom, and fome female 
figures are feen walking in the little wood on one 
fid^;:, the. troes akDoft appear to -te growing, and 
tfaflire is <^ia the whole • oompoikion 'a tiehnets ' and 
Tawt^Tt whWh^ furdljrtioEie but a po&t cotdd gWe' \ 
St kfinlmj ofitAan^ tlisJ9eft:of hic^worits. 




Your Ibrotfaer. asd ififter mpfi^ ^^^M'therr 
owQ way, the beaotiesof^he endnnting'Sihfwaldi 
ior that is the a^pellationLyotir hrodiief^ hksr giV^ 
it. Steinfaruchdi has bc;^ heve (bui&days ; I re-^ 
&ffi the peoydiac youiaay have the pkafure of 
receijiTixig a few lines froin hinu 

Your af{e£lionate mother, 

J, GESSNER. 
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LETTER X. 
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. C. OBS^NER Ta HIS l^AREKTSf. 


dref(^en> September 5. 

You tcH xAti my dear parents, that yoii- 
arc fati^d with my condafi:. Hov^r fbtttfriiig cuiii 
encouii^S^Qg to me is this ideal How fenfiUy ! 
felt your affiuances of the, mpft oonftaot and- tender 
folicitude for my welfare, and the afiedlionate aax« 
iety expreflcd hy.my excellent^ mother ! Your 
letters were mmftened with tears of joy, as were 
alfo the few Hoes fent me.by our dear StetnbracheU 
wbiqh oGcalioKied me an agreeable furprife. I hope 
ibon to have leifure to thank him myfelf for the 
honour of his friendfliip,. of the value of which I 
am fully feniible. 

I begm to difpofe of my time fo economically , 
that I think I can now give a tolerable account of 
myfelf. The proofs you give me of your fatis- 
iaftion infpire me with the wifli to deferve it 
more every day, by employing every moment to 
advantage^ I will g^ive you a (ketch of my daily 

occupations.- 
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ocdupations. I begin by re&ding>, Ibcn, dfter'hafliljr 
taking a difh of co^, I arrange myroom, atid 
employ myfelf in painting till the gallery opens. 
W4ien I leave the latter, I go into the country to 
draw from nature, or return home to continue my 
painting. Now, that I am fo fully aware of the 
rmpoitance offtudying from nature, how much I 
regret having neglected thofe beauties, which Sihl* 
wald and other delightful fpots ip ^ny own country^ 
daily prefented to mj eyes. 

I have made fome (ketches in chalk, and a great 
ntiidber in colours ; but the gallery has occupied fo 
much of my timtf , that I have not yet been able to 
finilh any* M. Giraaf Is of opinion, that it is ufe- 
fulto begin many things at once, and to finifh 
them afterwards fucceffivcly, I' find this an ex* 
cellent method, for, by fixing the attention a long 
tiiite on the fame objed, we often fall into a ftylc 
quite different from that, which was at firft in- 
tended. When the gallery dofes, I ihall have fuf- 
fident leifure to finish what I have begun. 

My room Is ah'eady entirely covered with my 
works. The firft picture, I painted here, rcptt* 
fonts a cannon on its carriage, and near it fome 
pea£ints' hdrfes with their &ddles and harnefs; the 
feoond pirAure, four horfei drinking at a ciftern, 
and fqme grooms ftanding by them. Thefe two 

V . arc 
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are only Iketch^ 6oae very h9ftily, ''but M. Qraaf 
)«fK$ fo.pl^^fo^ wUb th^D, that i^ wpqld nQt kt mc 
&ni(h them more;. I beftow^; mor^ C9fe and^^t^ 
tentim oi) ^ Iktl^.yiew of a ftable, in. which, in a 
dUiant per^efUve, anoUaer ftable Uv^inguifiiabicf^ 
^EiUed with feorft$. I'lku tfee firft,, ; The.pnnpipaliObT 
jed: is a white borfe». and near himtis a grjoom px^ 
paving to potoa ;tiis faddk; in. the. .middle of 'lh« 
GMg ftands the .officer, to w!lio]ii.;the.hor£b bddEigs$ 
the light comes from tbedp9rr<ai9^> ibllson diefe 
three figures alone. I do not mention fome other 
pi^iire^y.'^which' are mtidi in the faitee ftyle^* t>e«> 
paufe I wiflj.tQ giv^ you ^MkmpMnfiS^.vmm'^ 
light* The laadfcapeof it i» paipfied from natures 
the moon» glittering throti^ tte .trees, caflsrber 
beams oa a pond where fome borfes have been bath^ 
ipg, and die'treest are reflec^jodin the water* A 
pea&ntV cottage appears on a.littkt fa^idy hill. The 
flsLy is dark and flormy* like tbofdwhicbRuyfiiaei 
was fo food of paintingy but 4;he cottage arid hiU 
faave a flrong light thrown on them. I am paint*- 
-jng at prefent another pi£tui«« in which the warmtb 
of thefetting-funis ftill difcernible behind the moun- 
Cains^ and gilds feme cknids Ibattered over the Iky ; 
ia tlie diftance, the eye lofes ilfelf in the bofcun of a 
dark valley: the middle of the fcene prefeats li 
forefti in which may be diftkiguifhed a group oE 
ipcMtiinen afiembled round a large fire; and aflur** 
mi(h between (bme huflarB^ is jfeen through the 

branches 


brapcbes of tt^ o^f ^d fit-tr(3fB$ jai' the £)r&, 
ground. 
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I QBisft confefs; tlMli. hitherCa ^ havff pafled mf; 
time iQ the gaillery X^ore in looking at the pi^ure^ 
than ill copying thenv foj^ L thinks thai( the greateft 
adyancagCy which pieiihapQ I can ^derive fr<^ tbi« 
eftabliflioieol^T is the;opportunity of feeing (o many 
fine works, of comparing thism v\Hth , nature, and 
t}ien configning the ivefokiof ray obfervationB either 
to canvas or tp p^a^t* AU,. that 1, hare copied^ 
amounts to nothing. !qaore than fonie horfes, from 
Bfomaert, and a gro^p from Wouverraan. I in* 
tend^Ycry (hortly to begin foni^ more copies; M. 
Graaf is not diilatisfied with what I hate done ^ and 
he approves .of the method^ which I h^ve juft now 
mentioned. 

M. Klei^el has bad the goodne& to aooompany 
me fometimes to the gaUery, and I am indebted to 
bim for having made me obferve feveral thingsr 
which, widioftt him, would probaUy have efcapect 
my notice, or wfaidi 1 ihould not have felt or un- 
derftood.fo well. He has made me almoft adore 
Wouvermaft. Wilh what a wonderful facility 
everything is grouped and arrangjed, as if without 
any trouble in his coropoiitiQns ! The mod in^ 
fignificant objefis are exprefled ^with neatne(s and 
tafte, yet they never s^E>pear to be the produ£lbn% 
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of mmtite kk)tir. His figures and' horfes pofiefi 
^11 the delicacy, of a miniature, yet are not wanting 
in fire and animation* I always feel very forcibly 
thofe fenfations^ which he iiiuft himfelf have ex'-- 
peirienc^dy when compofing his works; yet my 
admiration of this great mailer does not render' me 
Blind to the merit of other artifts, who have pur-- 
faed the fame ftyle. Borgogfione probably 'for** 
pafies him in cdri*e£tnefs, and in point of defign^ 
Rtlgendas is,' in my opinion, ^le Haphael of horfe' 
painters; his^are'ail in the fame ftylei, full of fire 
ahd'charafter, and, abating; only the fine colouring, 
of V^ouverman^ I' prefer them to the horfes in 
his piftures. Thefe, to ht fure; poiTefs a great fharr 
of grace and truth; but letting afide the elegant 
touch and magical cotouting of Wouverm^n, it 
mud be acknowledged, that the horfes of Rugendas 
are drawn with more corredlnefs and greater dignity* 
I have infilled fo much the more on the obferva- 
tion, be<:aufe M. Klengel, whofe knowledge has in 
other refpefte been of fo much affiflance to me, 
wifhes to perfuade me to fludy Wouverman as my 
only model, even for the manner of painting horfes. 
J cannot, in this refpe£l, conform to his opinion. 
Why fhould I fludy Wouverman, or any one be- 
ffdes, and not attend to nature, by which Wou- 
verman himfelf formed hisf)!yle? Whyfliould I 
undergo the flavery of copying his horfes perpetually. 
Without being able to five tbem that inimitably 

grace, 
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grace* which hi$ pencil ajone 'COxM beilovr, an4 
perhaps ftill more. incorre£Uy than he has* drawn 
them ? No, in this refpeft I will not copy any 
mafter exclufively, neither Wouverraan, nor even 
R^ugenda^ ; I will endeavour^to acquire, as much a$ 
I can, the grace of' the one and the correftnefs 
of the other, and profit from ^hem as guides to 
affift. me in difcovering the bed models in nature. 
I leave to thofe, who copy by profef&on, that 
fcrupulous eica£tnefs, and the ambition to imitate^ 
even the faults of their original. In my mind heonly 
deferves the name of a painter, who makes nature 
his great model, and attends to the impulfe of thpfe 
feelings, which arc charafteriftically his own. 

IVfoft artifb appear to me to be guilty qfonp com-' 
mon error, which is, that of formioe a fort of 
arbitrary theory, which they adopt in their works, 
an4 which often feduces them from the truth of 
nature. This fault certainly cannot be attributed 
to Wouverraan. He may be faid to be fiee from 
art. . His clouds are not geometrically carved into 
pyramids or other regular forms; his figures are 
grouped, as if by accident, and not arranged by the 
fide of each other according to the prifmatic order 
of colours. Generally (peaking, I have never 
ohferved a ftriking contraft of colours in nature ; 
all the tints are harmonized by an airy vapour and 
foftly blended together as we fee \^ the. pidiures of 

Ruyfdael, 


uyfiiel, of ClaufleXorrame, and of Wotiverf»an» 
How different from this is the ufoal fyftem of 
liandfcape painters, who • begin witlr a refplendcht 
&y ftreamlng with yellow add blue, then fome 
beautiful blue mountains finely meWrtg into grey; 
from grey ' to green, thus following every gradattbn 
of colour till they reach a fine coffee brown ! and 
this is tailed harmony, and is the receipt to make a 
pifture ! You might fuppofe, after feeing one of 
this defcription, that they do hot underftand any 
^ihcr harmony than that of their pallet; or that 
their eyes can diftinguifh nothing but that ftilfe 
brilliancy, which in faft fome artifts have ofiertd 
them as a model. A perfon muft be totally dead to 
ail feeling, not to obferve in nature what a truly 
good pi<3ufe reprefents. I am not furprifed to nreet 
with attifts, who, after having tired themfelves, as 
fhey defcribe it, in running after nature, at Ia({ 
ftumble in the road, and overlook fome of her 
moft ftriking beauties; while others perhaps, who 
obferve her, like painters, and contemplate every 
fcene as a pifture, draw fome advantage from every 
6bje(9: which prefents itfelf. 

I cannot help fmiling, when I fee the crowd of 
cdnrioifleurs and critics, who vifit the gallery, exa- 
mining the piSures with fuch an air of gravity and 
importance, yet paffing by thofe of Rajihae! artd 
Cbrreggio without deigning to caft a glance ontKem, 
* • * and 
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ahd Hopping with the grcatcft ^itiJnHfkm before 
fditte- dazzling pitftijte. Thefe geritlcmeh zfe the 
ttiott ready to praifc and con^mn, beeaufc ihcy 
are fo little capable tbemfelves of executing any 
thing that is worthy of praife ; and they ddal bet 
their opinions with more arrogance in proportion 
• as they arc lefs qualified to criticife. The hifiory 
'oF artiAs in generaF proves but too ftrongly how 
much' thtey injure true tafte, and how often thSy 

fetter the development of unvitiated taletiif . 

• . , • t • 

M. Graaf is returned from Carllbad ; and we 
may now fhortiy expedl from his hand a fucceffion 
of fine pi3ures. He ranks among the fmall num* 
her of modern artifts, who reprefent nature as they ' 
find her, without affedation and without falfe de- 
corations. If, by chance, he finds himfelf obliged 
to ufe a little flattery in a portrait, a man, who, like 
him, poffeffes true genius, will fhew it even in the 
performance of this unthankful talk ; but where he 
is not fettered by neceffity, nature and the graces 
feem to guide his pencil/ Among thofe of his works 
' which are moft deferving of this commendation, I 
condder the portrait he has painted of Sulzer, hold- 
ing his grandfon on his knee, and his large family 
pi6lure, as moft worthy of praife. In the latter he 
has painted himfelf, leaning on a chair, and contem- 
plating the portrait of his father-in-law, which he 
has juft finifhed. His wife, feated by his fide, gives 

him 
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him a finUe of approbation; one of his (omMHu 
ting on a {tool, and drawing, . while the other is 
playing at his father's feet. The figures are as 
large as life, and the refembbnce very, ftriking. 
The drawing is pure and corre£l;> , and the whok 
pidlure is ps^inted with as inuch care as tafte.' . / 

" - • t 

I lately ro^t profeflbr Ebert of Brunfwick in the 
^aUery. He does not forget the .^leafure he once 
experienced of perfonally knowing youy and be 
defired iDe to fay for him many kind and civil 
things to you. 

a GESSNER. 


4d 


LETTER XT, 


%. GESSNfiH TO HIS SON. 


Sihlwal^^ 5 th September^ ^ 

I ASSURE you, my dear fon, that yont 
laft letter, as well as thofe which preceded it, gave 
tis inexpref&ble plcafure. Your letters are the 
true pidlure of your mind. We difcover in them 
both the man and the artift, and we are equally 
fatisfied with each. Such marks of approbation I 
know might be dangerous to many others ; but you» 
I am perfuaded, will only confider them as incen*- 
tives to perfevere in the proper road you have had 
the good fenfe to choofe, and to follow it with 
iticreafed ardour and fpirit. 

Steinbriichel and your uncle were niuch pleafed 
with the tender and refpedful fentiments you ex- 
prcfe towards them on the fubje£t of their writing 
to you. They both efteem you as a beloved fon, 
and entertain great expe£btions of your abilities. 
Do not, however, encourage too ardent a wifh to 
fee them again. If God grants us life, you will 

£ enjoy 
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fcnjoy that plcafure in the courfe of fome years j 
and years, \vhich are dedicated to occupations that 
are dear to us,, and ftudies that are purfued with 
emhudarm, will pa(s away but too rapidly. ^ * 

I am perfedlly fatisfied with the diftfibution of 
your time, and the plan you have laid down for 
purfuing your ftudies. I recommend to you, above 
all things, to make it your principal obje6: to be- 
come familiarly acquainted with all the beft ex- 
amples of good painting, which the gallery afibrds. 
I do not mean by this, to adviiie the fervile labOQt 
of a c<^yift ; indeed your fentimeats on that fubje^ 
forUSdy correfpond with ittioe. The copyift, de* 
prived of the animating ftunulus of imi^inationr il 
obliged to tread with tedious €xa£ine& in the foot* 
fte|)6 ^ his modek. He H their ilave^ even whu^ 
be wiibes to do jqftice to bis own ideas, and he 
will always remain below thofe whom he jmitateSy 
kecauie be works without in^ation, without fire^^ 
and neither dares to thmk nor to.ajSt from, the 
impulfe of his own mind. I approve extremely of 
the rule, you intend to obferve, of feeking in na- 
ture as oauch as poffiUe for the (H'iginals of thofe 
objedis, which are prefented to you by art, and of 
comparing them with each other. Whf n you are 
beconae familiar with tlie form and cham£leroC 
objedls, you will never be led aftray by any ftyle ;. 
and you will adopt that only which will s^^pear to 

you 
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you the beft cbofen, and mofl appropriate to the 

fobjcA. Endeavour alio to di/liugaiih in eacli 

mailer thc^ pans, in tvhich he moft excelled^ an) 

ftttdy them with attemioo^ until you have acquired 

perfedl facility in the execution of them. It will 

frequently happen to you, even in your own works^ 

to meet with di£ScuIties, which will flop your 

progrefs. Obferve thoroughly thofe objects, which 

are the caufe of theisi iearch both in nature and 

in works of art for fuch as are analogous, and ftudy 

them without intermU&on, that you may thus 

combat with every difficulty, till you have over* 

come all that may arife. 

You teU me, that in your drawingis; from natures 
you endeavour not to fall into a ftiffand finiflie<^ 
ftyle. I think you are perfe^y right. Your 
drawings ibould be a &itb&l reprefentatlon of every 
objed, and they moft be modified according to tl^ 
nature <tf each. Exa&nels of imitation is too often 
fecrificed to compofition* Endeavour as much as 
pofiible t^ unite tbem both, but be careful never 
to neglefl: that moft efiential point, of procuring in 
each obje£l the truth, and variety of its character, 
for any attainment of an inferior magnitude. 

I aoa delighted, that MefTrs. Graaf and Zing 
(kink you nu^y, with credit to ycurfelf, add fome- 
thing to the exhibition of pidu res, which is flu>rtly 
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to open. Exert yourfelf tow the utmoft of yoor 
power, my dear fon, that you may even furpafg 
their expeftations. If you fliould be fo for- 
tunate on your firft appearance in public as to at- 
trafl: the attention of connoiffeurs, you may here- 
after find it art advantage of the greateft importancif 
to you. 

The feafon for drawing landfcapes from nature 
Will now foon be over, and I fhould then advife 
you to apply more particularly to the ftudy of thd 
hbman figure, and I mud again repeat to you not 
to negle£t anatomy, as you will always find it of 
the moft efifential fervice. You will doubtlefs be 
able to procure plaftcr figures either at Drefderi or 
at'Leipfic, befides which, you may, even in winter; 
do fomething from nature. You know I have 
always Ijing about my room a little colleftion of 
ifragments of rocks, well felefted, from which I 
draw, and I have found much advantage from this 
imethod. I would advife you alfo, ta copy a head 
occafionally, and particularly hands, from Graaf^. 
You fliould ftudy thcfe parts with care ; they are 
the moft difficult, and too often neglefied by 
painters.' 

What degree of proficiency have you acquired 
in the ftudy of faorfes ? ' Have you opportunities of 

fetching from the Beft models of this kind, either 
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in the Eleftor*s ftud, in the riding- fchool, or clfc- 
where ? If it fliould oceafion ygu fome expenfe tp 
procure fuch opportanitiesi do not be difcoui;aged 
on that account* I dare lay ^ou will alfo find 
opportjLinities of ftddyingthe anatomy of horfes at 
Rumpelt». 

•• ' ♦ 

lam very 'glad that your friend Feer is to pa{^ 
the winter with you. . This is a circumlbnccp 
which is likely to be of great fervice tp you both. 
Endeavour to profit from it v/ith regard to ardiii- 
tc6kure, and' efpecially in the ftudy of Rerfpeftivc. 
Pray make my affe&ionate regards tp him. ' , 

I cannot exprefs how much both your mother 
and myfelf are pleafed with the friepdihip> w)iidi 
M. and Mad. Graaf evince towards, ypvi. I iiee4 
not point out to you the benefits refuUing from itr^ 
I therefore intreat you to do all in yo^r Rpyvcj^tp 
render yourfelf every day more worthy of it. 

t 

A perfon, who is lately arrived from Rome» told 
me, that Trippel, the fculptor, was preparing to 
fet off for Drefden, and that probably he is there 
by this time. Lofe not a fingle day in going to 
fee this worthy man. He is equally refpedlable as 
a man and as an artifl:. Uniting intenfe applica- 
tion with great natural abllitiesy he has rendered 
himfelf mafter of all, that is great and fublime, both 

£ 3 among 
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nmong the ai^ients and moderns, li you fee him^ 

aflure him of my fincere affisdioa and mod ua-> 

feigned reipeft. Endeavour alfo to gain his frieod* 

ihipy for you may derive from it the greateft 

advantages. I am told» that he is io be appointed 

infpedor of the antique colle£lion at Dnefden ; if 

that ihould be the cafe, you would not - only be 

enabled to gain free accefe to it, but alfo to ftudy 

<die antique under his diredlion. Such a cotisfai'- 

nation of fortunate circumftances uniting in your 

favour, fliould encourage you to exert jifmtfifM 

much as poffiUe. We have enjoyed feven weekf 

of uninterrepted fine weadier at Sihlwald, and bav^ 

had frequent vidts from our fnends, particularly 

Steinbriichel. IXiring this dme, I have painted 

feur pidures, aad my health is condderably better 

'Aan it was a yev ago* Farewell^ my dear ibnu 

May Heaven preierve you. Remember me to aU ^ 

tmr fii^nds. I ^un, with true parental afioAioo, 

S. GESSNER. 
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LETTER XII. 


MAO. GESSN^R TO HER SON. 


Sihlvfald, 5tbS«pt. 1784. 

I COULD not trfl yoH better than yoni 
fathcf has done, my dear fen, hovir perfeftlj we 
are iatisfied wiA your condaft. No, ftw^, I 
could not, for his pen alone can defefibe with 
fidelity the fcft emotions of tendernefe and joy ; 
and, even were 1 able to exprefs them better than 
he can, I would not caufe yoor tears to flow again 
as I did before, by expofmg my moft tender fee^ 
ings. It does honour to your heart to bear fo 
ftrong an affetftion to yottr mother; yet nete r 
fuffer that love for your parents, which is fo fairii* 
fully repaid by them, to become fo powerfal in 
your bofom as to abforb all other fetttiments. Had 
you remained at home and been habituated, under 
your mother's aufpices, to employments merely 
domeftic, what advantage would you have ac-> 
quired ? I own we fhould have pafled fome de^ 
l^l^ful winter evenings together; but your lovp 
for the ;^rt9, whkh is fo deeply engrareo on yout 

94 vmi^ 
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windf and my ambition to fee my fons as much 
diftinguifhed for their t^ents as for their virtues, 
would have been a conftant fource of regret at your 
paffing your time in a manner fo little worthy of 
you. 

This fummer has glided away very pleafantly 
at Sihlwald, and I have enjoyed very good health 
thegreateft part of the time; your father has been 
perfectly well, and you Icnow this fpot becomes 
quite an Arcadia, when he animates us by his 
pleailng vivacity* The day of our arrival was, as 
ii ufual, quite a treat for us, as jwell as for the 
ranger's family. The afiediion and cordiality, 
which fubiifts among thefe worthy people, give a 
higher relifh to all our meals ; and fome tears will 
be fhed, when we leave them, which mud; now be 
very (hortly. The ranger's fon is grown a great 
ilout boy ; whenever your father goes out on horfe* 
hack, he never fails to jump up behind hjim ; and 
a$ your brother is not much difpofed to refign his 
ihare in thefe excuriions, if he cannot procure a 
horfe, he bravely trudges on . foot through Jiedges 
and ditches by his father's fide. ' Our friends fre* 
quently come to vifit us, and always inquire after 
you in the kindeft manner. 

. You are, no doubt, returned from the pio 
turefqt^e excurfion you were to nudce with M.Zing, 

V ^ I beg 
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I beg you will relate your adventures to us. Whe» 
|her you have been converted into a champion or 
into a theatrical hero, yon will always pleafe us* 
We were much entertained with the comical de- 
fcription of your' firft journey ; do not lofe your 
good fpiritSy my child : your letters are always a 
delightful amufement both to your father and me. 

Steinbriichel exprefles much fatisfa£tion at the 
tafte you evince for reading. To think rightly 
and expr^fs your ideas with facility, are certainly 
two invaluable acquirements, and as neceflary to 
an artift as to any one elfe ; and I doubt whether 
they can be attained, even with the bed abilities, 
without the afliftance, which the perufal of good 
and ufeful works will afford. What a treafure of 
images, either of the fublime or of the cheerful 
kind, is to be found in the bed works of the 
ancients I Steinbriichel recommends them to you 
particularly, although you cannot read them in the 
original. The (ludy of the ancient authors is, in 
his opinion, abfolutely neceflary to an artift, in 
order that he may imbibe a true fenfe of the grand 
and the beautiful, and that he mray introduce into his 
compofitions every thing that is noble and intereft- 
ing.. He advlfes you alfo to read the beft hiitorical 
authors, fuch as Xenophon, Livy, and Tacitus. 
The habit of viewing -grand objefis gives elevation 
to the foul, and infpircs.it with a noble emulation 

to 


58 


to i^he Urih to great produ£h(^. Adieu, my 
dear fon ; may God blcft and preferve yoa^ is the 
never ceafing pjzytr of your very aSefiiooatc 
flM»tber, 

J. GESSNER. 


S9 


LETTER XIII. 


C.GESSNEJBL TO HIS PARENTS. 


My dear Parents ! Dnfden, loth Oddber. 

How much ple^fure have your letteit 
afibrded me J What a delightful deicriptkm yon 
give of your fweet Sihlwald, and of the life yoa 
lead there ; it would really ^ce the golden agiel 
I eannot exprefs all the fentiments, which arofe on 
reading it; and our worthy Stekibruehel t^jor 
Afliire him, that his affieAionate advice will not be 
kft upon me, and that I ihall ever receive it sib I 
ihould the counfel of an enlightened and beloved 
parent. 

To be fure our fecond expedition has beoi ai 
fertile in adrentures as our &rft, and in grand ad<« 
ventures too; for they might have carried ut» 
though fiiuch againft our will, as far as Prague, I 
will give you a true and £»ithful account ^oftibfin. 

We had bent oui* courfe to the mountaifis» 

which extend tovratds the firontiers pf fioheniMU 

7 At 
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At Frauenftcrn we flopped at the houfe of the 
grand-bailifF, who received us in the moft hofpitablc 
and obliging manneft It is to you, my dear father, 
that we owe this polite reception; Our hoft told 
Its, that he efteemed himfelf fortunate in having it 
in his pov^rer to give us a flight proof of his grati- 
tude, for all the pleafure which he had experienced 
from your writings. In fad, he evinced fuch true 
happiness in feeing us, and treated us with fo much 
kindnefs, that we could have no doubts of his 
flncerity: and we confidered ourfclves quite at' 
home in his houfe. When we left him, he charged 
us to remember him to you.' Now, comes the 
hiftory of our misfortunes. 

After qutttrng Frauenftern, we continued our 
I0ute, tilt we reached a village, fituated clofe to the 
frontiers of BohemUi, the pidurefque appearance of 
which, inclined us to ftop at it. Our party con-^ 
iifled, as in the former expedition, of Oefer, Trolly 
Zing, and myfelf. The weather was now begin- 
ning tQ be very cold ; we quitted the viibgc orte fine 
morning, lestvingM. Zing behind, with the intentiori 
©f taking sk walk to the frontier. From the emi-r 
i^ence" where vrt were, and from which there is the 
snoft- beautiful view in the World, we defcended to 
the firft Bohemian village. When we arrived, the 
Q^tffker of the parifli ient us to the alehoufe, whi- 
ther w'e wenti« but :i^ien.we were about to depart, 

we 
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wc f^w the famcbverfeer iiaake his appfearance, t)Vi^ 
to our great furprife, he arrefted us as, prifoners. 
A.guai'dy armed with pikes and halberts, c»nduAcd 
lis to hh houfe, where we remained for fome hpuR, 
not knowing what they intended doing to us; then. 
a frefli reinforcement, of foldiers, with terrific 
whilkers and crabbed feces arrived, and threatenei 
to load us with iroqs; after a fpace of time, which, 
to us had appeared quite long enough, wc -fet puti 
under a good efcort, to be condudled to the neareft 
officer of the frontier, , 

As we went along .we fcrvcd as a fight3 to- the 
inhabitants of the places, through which wc paiTed;- 
and, as I conclude, I was confidered as the moft 
adivc of the party, I had 2dways a guard clofe to 
my fide, who held ray coat for fear I (hould make 
my efcape. At length we arrived at the officer^a 
houfe. We had ftill to. endure a tedious ilate of 
fufpenfc in a rooin full of foldiers, who did not 
fparc us in their witticifms. Oefer coul4 not help 
ihcwing fome degree of uneafinefs, \yhich obIv 
fervcd to increafe the fufpicions that were already 
entertained of us all. For my^part, I quietly 
fraoked my pipe and waited the event with pcrfea 
indifference, Puring this interval we undbrvycnt 
an examination from the officer's, wife. As flic 
appejired to be very familiar with the foldiers, we 
atfirft fupppfed her to be a fervan;, and did not omcli 
regajd her; but (he, placing her arms by h^r fule, 
► with 
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with an mutfaoritative voice made m iinderflaiid 
the refptSt, which ihe confidered due to her ; 9nd 
dechred that her hufband, the lieutenant, did not 
choofe to be trifled with ; and that, whoever amcMigft 
our party could not produce a paffport, were he 
even a noble of. the empire, fhoutd, without feil, 
be fent to Prague. The feldiers confirmed this 
menace; and I confefs, that at that moment the 
ium total of our courage did not amount to much. 

At length the lieutenant, who, during this 
time, had been emplojred in catching birds in tiets, 
xctumed from his important expedidom He made 
his appearance in a torn coat, and equipped in a 
ftyle more calculated to excite pity than command 
refpe£t. Neverthelefs his prefence ftill increafed 
our fears^ He contemptuoufly viewed us fiom head 
to foot, and gave no further order refpedling us, 
tfian to have us reconducted to the alehoufe, be* 
caaie he wanted bis dinner. Some time afterwards, 
we were agaia fummoned to appear before him. 
This time he made his entrance in a gala irebf 
and followed by a retinue whicn was compofcd of 
our accufer the overfeer, and fome corporals* 
Then began the examination. We were brought 
up feparately, and were interrogated according to 
due form and order. I f^x^e firft, and the lieute*^ 
Slant, who was then tolerably polite, af^ared to 
be lattsfied with my anfwers. He neverthelefs in« 

quired 
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paper with ui^ and we were obliged to fubrntt to a 
very rigorous fearch, which was made for this par* 
pofe* Fortanatdy they did not fi^ any, for had 
they difisnrered the fii^teft trace of foch mateiiais, 
we fhoDldhave^been difpatched» wtthoot hope of 
mercy, to tlie fortrefs of Prague, as cngin^eri 
employed as fptes. After all this ceremooy w« 
were fet at liberty, and the guard recondud^ us to 
the frontier. 

Ttx>li had fuppofed, l^t, by telling my naf|i« 

and making myielf known to be your foa» tht 

whole bufine& would feon be terminated; butaladl 

die lieutenant had ne?er beard of Idylls* Indeed I 

think that by ofing diat word he imagmed you ten 

be fonse doiSboov far he aflced what fort ol dcog 

thcfe filh 4f G^fter were?* At length, afier 

all the mifchancet of this day, wc returned at a lam 

hour to cur fermer quarters, ' where we found 

Jkt, Zitig waiting for us widi no littie anxiety^ 

This was the boundary of our excuriioai. We 

returned to Dre((len laden with riches, and well 

fatisfied with our joxirney, which was extremely 

pleafant in every refpefi, excepting only the 

circotiifiance which I have related to you. 

* Tht ttmiaatiMi of the wwds IdyUim Mid PiSen m OermuH 
Wing A> ri!nMi«ri rcn4«n the ijestepaot't «aftaius n^^ ct&tj 

The 
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The gallery Is no longer ©pen to the public, but 
I have ftill permiffion to vifit it. Doriog tfas laft 
month they have began drawing from life in the^ 
academy. This ftudy is continued every evening, 
from five o'clock' till fcven, and they draw from 
one attitude for the whole week. The model is a 
tall well'-^nade lad» who was feleded from among 
the cavalry belonging to the life-guards. There 
are four profeflbrs at the academy: Cafanova, 
Schonau» Camerata, and Canale. Each prefidcs 
during one month. Cafanova is an excellent 
draughtfman, and teaches with n^uch perfpictiity. 
I applied to him to obtain permiffion to be prefent 
at the fittings; he at firft made fome objedions, 
but I kept my ground and preffed him fo much, 
that at laft he granted my requeft. He did not 
appear difpleafed with my perfeverance, and hitherto 
he feems to be fatisfied with my attempts. At 
firft» 1 found my felf rather awkwai^d in this kind of 
work; but now it grows every day. more eafy; 
the clouds di'fperfe by degrees^ and I begin to find 
myfelf at home* 

I am perfe£^ly aware, that anatomy, and parti- 
cularly that part, which. relates to the bones, is the 
very foul of painting, and I am not entirely fatis- 
fied with a figtire, unlefs I fee the fkeleton indicated 
with truth and fcience ; yet, at the fame time, with- 
out being hard ; for it is a great error to fuppofe it 
a proof of talent, when the eye is aflailed by figured 

well 
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well furnifhed with a multitude of projeifting bones^ 
which moll commonly do not exift in nature, and 
which the painter has placed there, though igno- 
rant of the ufe to which they can be applied ; aU 
tAough it is very certain, that there is not one in 
the human body which has not Its peculiar dedina^ 
tion and fun3ions. It therefore appears to me, in 
order to avoid blunders of this nature, that it is 
abfolutely neccflary to have an exac^ knowledge of 
the flrudlure of the bones. For my part, that J 
may fee the way before me, I cannot be fatisfied 
unleik I can form an idea to myfelf of the bone under 
the flefh ; and when I have drawn with attentioa 
the bones of an arm, of a leg, or any other part^ 
I immediately catch the grace and motion of it. 
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LETTER XIV. 


C. GESSNER TO HIS FATHER. 


Drefden, Oft. ao, 1784. 

I RECEIVED your defightful land- 
fcapc, juft as I was going to feal my letter. When 
I viewed it, and found by your letter that this charm- 
ing prefent was deftined for me, the tranfports of 
my joy almoft deprived me of my fenfes. Indeed, 
it is too much, my beloved, my excellent father ! 
I fhall never merit fo much kindnefs. Your letters 
and your approbation were already a fuflScient 
encouragement to me to . proceed. But now you 
have added a prefent of fuch great value, it is too 
much I indeed it is too much at once ! and I feel, 
that I fhall never have courage to fend you any of 
my works. 

When I was a little recovered from my ecftacy, I 
flew to M. Graaf, that he migh; partake of my 
joy ; the reft of the day was quite k holiday for the 
whole family. I have now hung up your land- 
fcape in my chamber, and every morning I haften 

out 
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out of bed to go ^nd contemplate it; each time I 
fee it with ffefli raptut-e, and then 1 think of you, 
of my homei and am half tempted to return to 
you. 

The artifts, to whom J have (hown it, are per-^ 
feflly fatisfied with it, and do not perceive any 
thing that could be amended. M. Graaf and 
Klengel, alone, would have vviflied, that the little 
Wood in the back-ground had beeti of a tone of 
colour rather lefs uniform, and inclining more to 
a grey tint. Zing, for his part, wifhes, that one of 
the trees, which are in the foreground^ had a little 
more fubftande. 

As for roe, I muft honeftly confefs, that I cannot 
difcover any fault in it. ' Every thing is beau- 
tiful, every thing is true as nature. Since this 
pidure has been in my pofleffion, I can do nothing 
but ihow it to every one, thank you for it a thou* 
fand and a thoufand times, and excite myfelf to re- 
double my seal and my efforts to improve, that I 
may prove my gratitude to you in future, better 
than I can at prefent. 

Conceive the embarrdffing fituation, in which 
my brother and I were placed yeflerday. W« 

were at M. O ,) and there was a large party ^ 

On a fudden, dancing was propofed, and, unfortu- 

F 2 nately. 
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natelyt they would Infift upon our dancing alfo. 
We excufed ourfelves as well as we could, but 
they would not liften to us, and all our prot^fta- 
tions were ufelefs. Fehr quietly took his hat and 
cane, and flipped away without being perceived ; but 
I, finding I could not follow his example, entered 
the lifts with a good grace, and I danced a valfe with 
the miftrefs of the houfe fo well and fo dexteroufly, 
that, from, that moment, my reft and tranqijilllty 
were fccure for the remainder of the evening.. 

C. GESSNER. 
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LETTER XV. 


S. GESSKE-R TO HIS SON, 


Zuricii, Nov, 4> l^B^* 

Your letters, my dear fon, were 
inofl: welcome, and they gave us fo much the more 
pleafure, as we had been in expe£tation of them for 
nesu'ly fourteen weeks. Your mother began to be 
ferioufly alarmed at your filencc. Why did you 
not fend off your firft letter? All then would have 
been right* You exprefs fuch tender fentiments on 
the pleafure, which our letters occafion you^ yet 
you do not confider, that, if you write to us more 
frequently, you will receive anfwers proportionally 
often. 

The artleflhiefs of your joy, and the tenfold 
multitude of your thanks for the landfcape, I gave 
you, excited our laughter, yet at the fame time, 
gave rife to the moft tender feelings. May this 
pi£li2re be confidcred by you, my fon, as a mark of 
our affedlion, and of our approbation of your con- 
duit. May Heaven blefs your good refolutions ! 

F 3 You 
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You fpeak of them with a degree of •fpirit which 
proves, that your mind is wholly abforbed by the 
ideas you exprefs. Yes, I muft repeat it, we arc 
perfe£lly fatisfied, my child, with you; be aiTured 
of our aflFeflion ; for we expeft, with implicit con* 
fidence, every thing, that m^y be hpped for, fron^ 
your zeal and your fentiments. 
• 
I am well pleafed with the fuccefs my landfcape 
Jias met with at Drefden, and not Icfs fo'with your 
franknefs in reporting to me the criticifms made on 
it bv the connoiffeurs. The little wood in the 
back ground, was at firft of a greyifli tone ; I after- 
wards thought, that a browner tint would give more 
harmony to the whole j but, perhaps I have 
heightened it top much. If I had the pi£ture iq 
my poffeflion, I could correcft this error in a quar- 
ter pf an hour. In other refpe£ls, M. Wcift, whom 
I confult on all my works, did not remark any of 
the faults you mention, which induces me to hope 
they are not very firiking. I am delighted, that 
M. Giinter ibpuld have formed the idea of en- 
graving this landfcape, and, if he executes it, I 
fincerely wifh that he may find it an advantageous 
work. Pray afluie this ingenious artift of my 
\ efteem and regard. We laughed moft heartily ^t 
the recital of youi adventure on the frontiers of 
Bohemia. I remaiked with much pleafure the 
firmnefs which you difplayed on the pccafion, as 

well 
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well as that, which you oppofed to the difficulties 
aidvanced by the profeflbi-s at the academy. This 
quality is a valuable ingredient in the charader of 
a man, whofe deftiny cannot lead him to pafs his 
days in his own chimney corner. We were not 
lefs' entertained with your embarraffment at Mad. 

O 's. The manner, in which both you and 

Fehr extricated yourfelves from your difficulties, 
is perfedly charaderiftic of each. Fehr with his 
folemn gravity takes his hat and cane, and retires 
without being noticed ; but you, with your though t- 
lefs vivacity, brave the danger at once without fear. 
Tell Fehr, that J thank him moft cordially for the 
leiTons he gives you in perfpe6tive ; endeavour to 
profit from them as much as poffible. You will be 
furprifed, when you find how indifpenfable is the 
knowledge of this fcience, 

The pleafure and zeal, which you fhow in your 
fiudies at the academy, and alfo the manner in 
which you fpeak of this mode of exercifing your 
art, give me great faiisfa£lion. If you continue 
thus, I flatter myfelf, that by next fpring you will 
have made confiderable progrefs. 

I wilh ypu all poffible fuccefs at the approaching 
exhibition of pictures. Send me fomething fooii, 
that I may feel a pride in (howing it to our friends, . 
Freudweiler has been returned fom^ we^ks ; when- 

F J. ever 
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ever he comes to fee us, we talk of nothing but 
you, and we queftion him about every thing that 
concerns you, from your hat to your (hoe -buckles* 
Like the Bohemian lieutenant we have omitted only 
one interrogation in our lift, which is, whether you 
are married? But let us proceed to the rooft 
efiential point. So you have no more money, poor 
boy ! Then let me confole you by informing you, 
that forty old Louis-d'ors are on their journey to 
pay you a vifit : your mother will tell you the reft. 

• Jf, after the exhibition, you can fend us one of 
your pi6turcs, let it be fomething, by which I can 
judge of your progreb in what may be called true 
landfcape. 

S. GESSNER. 
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LETTER XVI. 


C.GESSNER TO HIS FATHER. 


Drefden, Jin. 99 1735. 

I AM expeSing the time for the 
exhibition with impatience, yet with fear. I have 
already finiflied with much attention feveral picr 
tares on wood, and I intend to exhibit two of them. 
One rcprefents an evening twilight. The centre of 
the fcene is a little hill rifing from a wood, on 
which is placed a futler's cottage; a group of 
dragoons on horfeback are flopping before it, and 
are in the aft of being fervcd with refrefhments. 
All the objefts are in (hadow, excepting a white 
horfe, which is the principal figure. In the dif- 
tance, which gradually recedes into total obfcurity, 
a camp is flill difcernible, and the wood maybe 
diflinguifhed through the fmoke, which rifes f^om 
the cottage. The fecond nidlure reprcfents a forge. 
It is in a tent raifed uud<:r the fliade of an oak, in 
which fome horfes are being (hod. The principal 
objeft in this, as in the laft pifture, is a white 
horfe, held by a young lad : farther on, fome horfes 

are 
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arc placed in a groap, I have drawn each attitude^ 
from nature, and the execution has coft me a great 
deal of labour. My wifh is, to finifti my works 
with care, withoi>t entering into a minute exafl- 
ncfs; for I begin to perceive, that painting (ketches 
is not fufiicipnt* 

As I fhould be apprehenfive, that thefe fmall 
pidures would lofe much of their cfFe£l amongft 
others of more confiderable dimenfions, I propofe 
painting fome of a larger fize, and a more ftriking 
ctkQif which I iketched fonjc time fince. One 
reprefents an open grove of pafcs, on which the fun 
forms various efFe(^s by (hining between the 
branches. The ftrongeft light is thrown -on the 
middle of the pi<Sure, where a trunk of a tree is 
particularly diftinguiflied by a llrrong light. Near 
this trunk, a detachment of huiTars is filing off 
through a cloud of duft. la the diflance js feen 
a large fandy plaiii, ^nd fome ^oluipns of cavalry on 
the marph ; the fky is gloomy, and the wood is 
mingled with the clouds in a blackifh tint; a few 
gleams of light pierce through the foliage and illu- 
mine fome trunks of trees and fome fandy hillocks, 
which are fcattered about the compofition. In the 
other pidiure, fome hufiars are coming out of a 
wood, partly enveloped in duft: behind them ano- 
ther detachment of cavalry is approaching, and all 
jupnear to be advancing towards} a fkirmifti, which is 

feen 
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feen in the diftance. The foreground i§ firewed 
with branches of trees and broken chevaux-dc-frife j 
which is to indicate, that this fpot has been occu* 
pied by a camp of infantry ; feveral other objects 
are indiftinftly perceived through the clond of fmoko 
and duft. Thefe, my dear f?ither, are the pidiures, 
which I propofe to exhibit ; perhaps I m^y alfo adct 
a drawing. I am much indebted to Me0rs. Graaf an4 
Zingy whofe kind encouragements have fupported 
me through my labours.* I am, at prefent, ftudying 
landfcape with great aifiduity^, and, I may fay, with- 
out vanity, that I am every day more fenfible of the 
advantages I have derived from my remarks on th^ 
gallery and from my lludies from nature. I con- 
fefs, that it is very humiliating to a young artift tq 
compare the work he has ji;ft finiihed, with nature^ 
pr with the bell produdions of a great mafter ; and 
indeed, I believe there are very fjsw, w)io have the 
courage to make this comparifon. It is a difficult 
pill to fwallpw; ; but as f^r ^s I can judge by myfelf^ 
its efibi^ ^re wonderfv;]. 

Wouverman always retains, in my ppiniofi, 2\. 
fuperiority over all other mafters. What I faid of 
him in one of my former letters appears to me 
every day more accurate, as I become more fami* 
liar with his produSions. His ikies, his trees, and, 
above all, the beautiful variety of his ground ; all, 
jn (hort, is nature, and I have pever yet feen any 
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piiSlure of his, in which the efFeft of tlic principal 
figure was leffened by the attention he always gives 
to the details No ne has yet furpafled him in 
a!l thefe parts. Borgognone himfelf, great as he 
is in his coitipofitions, in which he has reprefented, 
with fo much fire and energy, all the ferocity and 
horror of a battle, yet lofes his claim, by the fide 
of Wouvcrman, if they be each confidered as imi- 
tators of nature. With the former, *^ as indeed with 
ibme other great mafters, every thing is fubordioace 
to compofition and eSeSt ; but Wouverman knows 
how to combine the grander beauties of a whole 
with an exquifite feeling of the inferior charms of 
detail. In his works every thing, even the fmalleft 
trifle, is perfeft; he knows how to exprefs and 
£ni{h thofe obj^dts, which others feem to feel cfaly 
in a mafs, and to indicate in the general manner in 
whicb they feel them. An artift, whofe tafte is 
well formed, never fills his pi&ures with too great 
a number of acceflbry obje<9s, which would be- 
wilder the eye of the fpeflator and lead it from the 
principal one. This, too, is one of Wouverman's 
great merits; his compofition is always entire; he 
referves for the principal figure the moft finifhed 
execution, and the ftrongeft elFcft of light; the 
reft is in a more calm and retired tint, and the 
background is al moft indiftinft ; fo that the eye 
is naturally led to the moft prominent figure, and 
rtpofcs on that without any effort. 

3 . Ifecl> 
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I feel, my refpe£led father, that I am now 
entering on the moft important part of my life j 
I never felt before as I feel at prefent. My whole 
foul is abforbed in my art ; it is the only fubjeft of 
my thoughts, the fole fouree of all my feelings ; 
my exiftence, my afkions, even my dreams, all 
are fubfervient to this only objeft. How much I 
feel my courage. and my ardour increafed by the 
fatisfa<!iion you exprefs tov^rards me, and by the 
kind manner in which you encourage me to. pur- 
{^ my iludies with unabated zeal ! Continue to 
excite my affiduity by your counfel ; yeu know» thsGt 
it is my oracle ; and if I fhould myfeif occafionaliy 
perceive fome viflble' progrefs, how ftrong anaii* 
citement to proceed in my endeayours would k 
prove ! 

' I continue to attend pundually all the iittit|g;i 
at the academy, and not aa evening pafles, that I 
do not fpend a part of it there. I fend you fome of 
my drawings from the model, which wiU (bow 
you that I am not very far advanced. But I pro« 
mife to do fomething better very fhortly^, at leftft I 
will not negk<3: any means that may be con^ioiipe 
to my improvement. 

C. GESSNER- 
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LETTER XVit. 


S. OESSNER TO HIS SON. 


Zurich, Feb. 5» 17SJ. 

We have received both your letter^ 
Siiid your drawings, my dear fon. Many of your 
friends have feen the latter, and think, vrith me, 
tiiat you have made confiderable progrefs. Your 
ftudies from nature are iketched with fpirit, and 
exprefs well, in large forms, the. charaSer of the 
objedl. They are however defirous, that the de- 
tails ibould in fome cafes be more made out. I 
Wifh, that a iingle branch well-difpofed, or a tree 
drawn on a larger fcale with exa£tnefs, ihould de- 
note the peculiar chara£ker of the different kinds of 
trees in your drawings; I fhould like to fee the 
intricate branches of the oak, the horizontal um- 
brage of the beech, 5cc. By this means you would 
accuftom your imagination to retrace only fuch 
' forms as are true ; and it will daily become more 
eafy to you to recollcfk each abfent objedk as dif- 
tinftly as if it were before your eyes. 1 know 
fome painters, who, having acquired the habit of 
drawing the outlines of obje£l:s in a fuperficial and 
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negligent manner in their ftudies from riatuffT^ 
have by degrees ftrayed from truth, and have dege- 
nerated into mannerifts, merely becaufe they have 
not the faculty of retracing forms in their minds 
with fufficient precifion. 

Landolt is very well fatisfied with your horfes ; 
we think them drawn boldly and with firmnefs, 
and the anatomical details are indicated with much 
accuracy. I have before afked you, if you had'* 
thfc means of ftudying the beft models in this ftyle ; 
do all that lies in your own power to procure 
them, even if it fliould occafion you fame expenfe. 
Have you free accefs to the riding fcliool, and to 
the eleiftor's ftud? You have, no doubt, oppor- 
tunities of feeing many things worthy of obferva- 
tion at M. Rumpelt's, but particularly, I imagine, 
in fubje£ts relating to anatomy. 

* 

I am delighted with your admira^tion of Wou- 
verman. Your enthufiafm in fpeaking of his works, 
and your manner of judging of them, prove, that you 
fludy them with intelligence and with tafte. He 
is equally great in compofitioii and in execution; 
but with regard to the form and charad^er of ob- 
jcfls, you niuft always have recourfe to nature for 
the bell models. Borgognone .is alfo a great 
painter ; but in confequence of his facility in 
grouping his dbjedls, he often produces, without 

any 
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any great efibrt of miod, eSc&s which ftrike the 
eye at firft fight, but which lofe confiderably on a 
nearer examination. He feeois to have thought, 
that, in order to be faithful to the chanuSker of his 
fiyle, it was neccflary to dafli about with his co<- 
lours and his pencils, and be as violent with the 
canvas, as his figures are in battle. 

/ 

I much applaud your zeal in drawing figures; 
the /ketches you fent me far furpafied my expec- 
tations. Continue always with the fame degree 
of ardour, and refieiSt frequently on the pteafure 
you will experience, when you have thoroughly at- 
tained a facility of drawing at once, whatever atti«- 
tude you may wifh to reprefent. The conftant ftudy 
of anatomy will be of the greateft aflidance to you. 
I have already remarked the efie<3s of it in your 
academy figures, in which you have indicated^ 
with confiderable exa£inefs, diiferent parts which 
could not have been fo apparent in the model. 
Thefe exercifes will accuftom you to accuracy and 
precifion in the form ; but beauty is of a very difler- / 
ent nature, and you will learn that from the antiquie. 
Could not you get fufficiently acquainted with M . 
Cafanova, as to procure the advantage of going to ' 
fee the antique (latues with him ? 1 ihould feel 
highly grateful for fuch a favour, particularly after 
Mengs's coUeftion of ca(k is arrived at Drefden ; 
whichy according to the advertifein^nt in the annals 
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•f the fine arts will be in a fliort time. I have 
already told you, that if an introdudlory letter 
' from me can be ufeful to you in obtaining any 
acquaintance you may wi(b, my pert is dllways at 
your commands. 

I muft communicate to you an obfervation, which 
I have made on your figures : the knees, in my 
opinion, ever have been^ and are ftill, the part in 

• which you are mod unfuccefsful. Remember the 
rule which I once gave you ; always obferve what 
parts in your drawings give you the raoft trouble,' 
and endeavour to fix your attention particularly on 
the objeft 6f your difficulty, until, by continual 

■ labour and ftudy, you have entirely overcome it. 
I advife you alfo to ftudy with attention the fineft 
forms in heads, even in the battle ftyle, for fomething 
more is wanted than merely ferocious countenances. 
You will, no doubt, be defirous alfo, like Wou-*^ 
verman, of delineating fcenes of a fofter nature. 

"What, for example, can be more pleafing than his 
pi^res of the repofe after the chace, or the return 
of the hunters? And for this ftylc of painting it 
is necefifary to employ agreeable figures. You will 
do right, for various reafons, to refle6t on this 
piece of advice, for the pleafing flyle has many 
more admirers than the terrible. 

•0 

You do well in trying to acquire a more careful 
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•executioxr in your paintiogs. I am net SipprehtO)* 
five of your ever getting into a^ laboured mrnvx^- 
ne(s. In order ta improve in this refped):, I w^iili 
'advife ^ou to exercife yojarfelf occafionally /m copy- 
ing from good pi£tures fuch parts as are moft diC^ 
tinguifhed for a fpirited touch, or harmony ofco<» 
louring. I have heard M. Verneli, {be director of 
the pidure gallery at Dufleklorf, fay, that for a 
great length of time he found l)imfelf unable to 
£ni{fa any pi£lure as he wiflied, and that be \^as 
always obliged to lay afide the brufh, 'feeling tluit 
'every thing was deficient in hiswork^ yet that he 
could add nbthing more to complete it, until at laft^ 
.by means of copying {iffiduouily, and with all pof- 
£ble care, fome pi£lures of very delicate exjecn- 
tion, he was enabled to give to his own thatsde- 
gree of finiih, which tliey required. A copyift, wba 
is endowed with feeling, will obferve, in a wU 
chofen original, ah infinity of /backs, of tones, 'of 
•rcfleflions^ &c. which his eye, not yet fufficiently 
exercifed, could not fo eafily difcover ia nature^ 
But, on this, as well as on every other fubjedl, M* 
Grraaf will give you the bed iqAruflLons poffiU^. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


C. GESSNER TO HIS PAK.EKTS. 


Drefden, March 29, 1785. ' 

* ♦ 

The exhibition was opened on the 
jth of March, and will be dofed this week.*, I 
have deferred writing to you till now, that I might 
be able to tell you fomething decillve on my fate. 

I know not how to exprefs my joy at having ob- 
tained, in this firft exhibition, the bare idea of which 
xpade me tremble, a degree of fuccefs far above my 
warmeft expe£iations. My works have been ad- 
mired } being the only paintings in this ftyle which 
are exhibited this year, and alfo being entirely 
my own, they have engaged univerfal attention* 
and even that, if I may be allowed to fay it, of con- 
noijleurs. Cafanova, wbo was the diredlor of the 
exhibition, and had not yet feen any of my works, 
exprelled himfelf much fatisfied, and even appeared 
to difcover more merit in them than be had ex- * 
peeked. I have had the honour of being introduced 
to feme of the nobility, and among {hem to tlie ; 
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duke of Courland, uncle to the Elcftor. Our con- 
vcrfation, to fay the truth, was neither very long 
nor very intercfting, hut it was, neverlhelefs, a 
very flattering diilindton for me; for I am the 
only one, .excepting Kerfch, a yoAiPg hiftorical 
painter of great talents, whais a pUpll of Catanbva^ 
to whom this favour has been allowed. 

If I were to attempt to dcfcribe to you only a 
tenth part of the piftures, which have bejpn exhibited, 
my le tcr would become a large volume; but the 
account, which is always publiflied of them, after 
every exhibition, will give you all the details you can. 
wi{h for.. I (hall content myfelf with mentioning 
thofe only which are nvoft reixiarkable« 

I. Two portraits by Graaf; one of a Woman-, 
and the other of an old General ; they are both 
mafter-pieces in this ftyle, and are equally excel- 
Ifent for the truth of the drawing, the fimplicity of 
the defign, the beauty of the colouring, and the 
grandeur of the efFedl. 

a. The confpiracy of Catiline, by Cafanova. 
The artift has chofen that point of time, when 
the confpirators are drinking the bbod of a 
man, whom they have juft flaughtered. The 
figures are rather more than half the fixe of life ;. 
they are well chofen, corrcflly drawn, and full of 

exprei&ons, 
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T&Kpreffion; a tafte for the antique flows through 
tlie whole. The dead man is a mafter-picce of 
drawing in the moft difficult foreftiorteipings. Ca- 
ianova proves himfelf in this pi£lure completely 
mafler of drawing, but he has rather negledted the 
colouring. In order to produce all the e^(S, whicli 
might be expeflcd from this pifture, it requires, in 
addition to the majefty and boldnefs of the delign, a 
more attra£tive tone'of colouring, or the beautiful 
e&dls of light and Hi^le of a Reynolds. 

3. However rafh and inconfiftent this opinion 
may appear to yoc, yet I muil confefs, that I can- 
not admire I cannot difcern nature in any part 
of his works. His fieih Iqoks bloated, and he has 
no knowledge of anatomy, or at motl it is very 
fuperncial. His pi(3ures are mod commonly 
overloaded with ornaments, and fo gaudy that the 
priacipal figure is diftinguilhed only by the zfJ^Ct- 
ance of the moft powerful colours : his draperies 1iave 
no truth : you fee on each fleeve a multitude of 
folds, which could not be difcqvered in the moft 
pliant fatin. If one may believe the reports of the 
public, this artift owes the greateft fhare of his 
reputation to certain allegorical defigns of a flatter- 
ing nature, which have gained him credit rnqpe 
eafily, as here, I am told, matters oftafte are frequently 
decided by : the ladies about the court. Another 
artift of my acquaintance has obtained equal fuc- 
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cefs from -this important tribunal, of which, they 
lay, a man of veiy high rank does not difdain to he 
conCdered the prefidcnt. Pardon me, if I grov^ 
too warm, but when I compare the beautiful works* 
of M. Graaf with the caricatures of thefe gentle- 
men, and that but I mufl: be iilent; Let' 

us return lo the exhibition. 

4. M. Canale, an engraver, and profeflbr at the 
academy, has exhibited a head, which has coft him- 
a year's labour : it is called the Speculative Philo- 
fopher. This philofopher is feratching his head 
with great fury, as if all his wifdom had taken up 
its abode in his hair. What conllttutes the fu^ 
perior merit of this engraving in the opinion of> 
fome perfons, is, that every hair has its light and its 
ihadowy fide, fo that the hair and the beard re-> 
femble a colle<9:ion of worms. In other refpi^fts, 
the drapery is hard, without any folds, and the. 
drawing very incorreft. - 

5. Two fine landfcapes, by Klengel ; they con- 
tain large groups of trees, graceful figures, and 
water with beautiful reflexions; but they are both, 
in the ufual brown manner of this artift, and the 
^Hhnces are too purple. 

6. A landfcape engraved by Zing, after Wagner. 
This is a.*mafter-piece in engraving; the prectfion, 

~ with 


87 

vMi which the artiik has ex^n-j^d the gradation 
aml^(bftne& of the trftts in the diftancc, arc parti- 
c'si^riy admin^; 

• jTv A portrait' in Indian ink bySaidelman in hi^ 
pl^ui^aF'-ftyl^, which is fo well known and prodaces 
^6h a^bea»«ifbl e^SbSt-^ 

Tlrefe are all that I can feleft from the roomi 
allotted to the profeflbrs. With rega»rd to the 
Itawfemsv t fliaH mention the motl- diftinguiflied 
atxuong thore> v/ho liave obtained the praife of the- 
befl^aftifis. 

> t. Kepfcb; the "papil of Cafanova) a young map- 
<2(f one and twejity, has^ exhibited, for the firft tirae^. 
ttfi^Ukte in oil, the fubjeft of which is; the twehe* 
Ijkbours ctf Iforcul^. The figures aire the^ fi^&ofi 
life; the compofition is full of fii%, and the draw* 
iD^ which is aftomfhvngly c6rre<^^ fbews a per* 
fei^ l^ovriedge of anatomy. This work fcems tc^ 
ppooiife to its author a fpecdy elevation to the moilr 
^ftingaiflied dafs of artifts. 

ai Two portraits, in crayonSj by VogeU ofchiU 
AtswoPfeH* and 6vc years oH. One repreftnts a 
toli-gif}; 'fli6' is leantng both- her arcus on a tablej 
and is looking fteadfaftly before her; theeotprciBon 
is charming; there is an undefinable mixture of 
'. / 04 innocence 
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inttdcehce and archnefs, a look of ihg^nuoufnefs 
which I never yet faw fo well delineated. The 
other is a portrait of a boy ; the attitude is the fame 
as in the' preceding one, and there is not le(s na* 
ture in the expreffion. The colouring is warm 
and pleafing ; the artift has given fpirit and tafte 
even to a ribband or the moft trifling thing ; yet 
nothing appears laboured. 

3. Giinther has diftinguiflied himfelf in land* 
fcape. Thofe, which he has exhibited do the 
greateft credit to his abilities. They are large 
clumps of trees which lofe themfelves in {hadow. 
The landfcape is terminated in the back-ground 
by a dark and gloomy wood, and a perfeft 
calm fecms to reign throughout the whole. This 
artift does not difperfe his lights through his pic- 
tures, as if by chance, but difpofes them in fuch a 
manner as to produce the moft ftriking efieSs. 
His ftyle of cpmpoiition has nothing little in it ; 
it poflefles a harmony and a pi&urefque feeling, 
which diftribute life and intereft to every objed* 
Beiides which he may be ranked among thofe, who 
bave not adopted any ipeculiar manner, and who 
form their ftyle entirely from nature. With him 
I {hall conclude my lift of thofe ftudents who 
have more particularly attracted the. attention of 
the public. 
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I 

We have loft the old and truly refpei^ble Lip- 
pert. He died on the 20th of March at ten o'clock 
in the morning. Some weeks before his death I 
went to him with M. Zing, and faw him, but I 
could not fpeak to hi^, for he had juft fallen afleep. 
His daughter wanted to wake him, but we en- 
treated her not to difturb him. It will always be 
a pleafant refle&ion to me> that I have feen this 
worthy old man, even although he was afleep. 


/ 
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LETTER. XIX. 


S. C£SSNEB: TO ttIS SOK« 


W.-» 


Zurich, April 12, 1795* 

Do you not think, that we have been 
Very negligent in sinfwering your letter, in which 
every fubjeft was fuch as occafion us the raoft lively 
fatisfadion ? The reafon of our filence, my dear 
fon, is, that you had promifed to fend us IhoVtly 
fome of your laft pi£tures, and I waited to an- 
nounce to you their arrival ; but I now perceive, 
that we fhall have to wifh for them forae time yet ; 
I will not, therefore, defer any longer writing you 
fome account of our family. * 

Your letter, as well as thofc we received from 
MelTrs. Zing and Graaf, gave us inexpref&ble plea- 
fure. Thefe two eftimable artiAs entertain almoft 
a paternal afFeftion for you ; and they exert them- 
felves for you as much as poffible. How grateful 
ought you to feel towards them ; and indeed how 
much are wc all indebted to them I — Your fuccefs 
in the exhibition has fulfilled the hopes I enter- 
tained:. 
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tained: I expe^ed from you fuch worlc^ as >y<nil(t 
do you credit ; but be careful^ my dear fonj that 
the flattering encouragement you ha:te receiYcd 
docs not turn your brain : do not give way too* 
much to the grat'rfication of being praifed by the* 
public. Attend only to the praifes or cenfurcs^of 
tbofe, who are good judges of the art. The former 
will infpire you with frefli ardour, and encourage' 
you to pur&e your path without being di(heartened^ 
by the frequent obftacles that will prefent them- 
felves; but you. muft confider the latter of moft* 
importance, akhoughthey will make you- ffcniible- 
of your faults, and of the difficulties you have to* 
overcome in an unpleafant manner. Att^Ml'lm— 
plicitly to the rule yeu have impof^ on yourfetfr 
of comparing your works with-tilofe only of the' 
great HYaAers. Let the principal ob}e6^, which> 
^ould be ever prefent to your mrndv be the attain^- 
ment of that high degree of ftiifhing, whichwas 
acquired by the moft fertile genius^ joine<ito the* 
moft finguiar talents, by the efibrts of ifitenfe ap^- 
plication ; you wiH then never be in danger of 
falling into that perniciortis fd(-fatfsfa€yon, which- > 
has flopped fo many artifts in the middie of their 
career, who fuflfered themfelves to be foduced by 
the prepofterous |)raifes' of half-critics^ or by the, 
comparifony which they d*ew between their own- 
and produSions of an inferior kind-. 
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'Laft faromer, in your vifits to the gallery, yoti 
made more ufe of your eyes than of your pencil ; 
I ixcommend you now to do exa^y the contrary. 
Study in Ruyfdael and in others of the Flemilh 
fchooly the charms of their pencilling and their 
fcdudiive adherence to nature. In Berghem, 
ftudy the grandeur of his rocky mafles, fbr^ou will 
have but few opportunities of ftudying good na* 
tural ones in Saxony. The labour of copying may 
perhaps be tedious at firfl, but if you confine your-* 
fclf to looking only at good pi(Sures» you will never 
acquire facility of, execution. Employ all this 
fummer in working from nature and from the 
beft mafters. You will no doubt recommence 
your excurfions with M. Zing ; I advife you on 
thdfeoccafions to attend particularly to the finifhing 
of your drawings. Hitherto your trees have been 
drawn with boldnefs and with feeling; but their 
forms were not fufikiently determinate and cha* 
ra£teri(lic; you mull now endeavour to give, as 
much as poffible, the eflential and peculiar cha- 
rafler to every obje£l. Do not confine youifclf to 
drawing only; you mud paint alfo from nature; 
by this means you will combine the fl:udy of co- 
lours with that of forms. Exercife yourfelf fre* 
quently in drawing detached parts ; the trunks or 
branches of trees; combinations of rocks, &G. If 
tjiefe are not complete fubje^ls for a piflure, they 
will at leaft be ftudies, which may prove ufeful. 

1 I have 
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1 have nothing new to tell you of ourfelves or 
our neighbours. Freidweiler is always very bufy ; 
fae has a great many fmall family pidures to do, 
with two "figures and fometimes more. He futceeds 
in them very well ; yet in my opinion he might 
have learnt a better management of his colours 
from his ftudics at the gallery, and the leflbns he 
/eceived from Graaf, particularly in his heads,' 
which are often too flat, and the (hades of whicfr 
want vigour. He is frequently deficient alfo in 
the hands and legs : he is aware of it, and ferioufly 
grieved at it ;^ but he has not the courage to follow 
the advice I continually give him, of dedicating a 
month or two entirely to the lludy of hands, be- 
ginning firft with the Ikeleton of that part, and ' 
then painting them from nature, until he feels no 
difficulty in doing them well. He thinks the 
a4vice excellent ; but he has not yet followed it. 

The Saxon blue, which you fent, is of great 
fervicp to me, and you may fend fome more of it* 
I &ould be glad to know alfo, if the yarnifh which " 
IS ufed for the piflures in the gallery is not copal 
Tarqifli? Do' not forget to anfwer this queflion. 

You have now loll your friend Fe6r ; have you 
no one to confole you for his lofs ? Is not Kerfch 
a good fubflitute ? If you fee him, aflure him of 
liiy fancere eftecm.. I advife you, whenever y^u 
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make a new acquaintance, to qpniider well -the 
cbara£icr and conduA of him, with whom it is tQ 
be formed. I iball write immediately to Mefirs. 
Graaf and Zing. They lay things of you, relat- 
ing to your art as well as to your conduct and 
fentiments, for which, in the delight of our hearts, 
we blefs yon ten thoufand times. Farewell* my 
dear fon, you muft oompenfate fotr your late neg- 
ItQa, by writing to us as foon as.poQible. 
Your affeftiooate father. 


S. GESSNER. 
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LETTER XX. 


J. GESSNER TO HER SON* 


You will, ixo douht, read more than 

once, ray dear fon, the letter, which your father has 

,j«(l written to you! The inftrudlive obfervations 

Hof an able artitt ^re united with the affe£lionate 

I advice of a tender father, who.wilhes to er\cour-age 

the .ar4our of his fon, and^iye him ihofc dircftioas, 

yfbkh will be moft ufeful to him. Your lettw 

^prove, that .you know how to profit ftomboth. 

There, are .paflE^es in .them, which .fliew^me yoyc 

whole heart undifguifed, and which . are of jii«f- 

timable value to mine. I ..am not .jpapable ,pf 

judging of your talents, as an artift; but I ohferve 

jn .yojjr. conduiSt the, principles of a good^nd bpneft * 

man, which is the moft'folid foundation of ii^y 

,peifiice.and comfort. TWs, belicve.me, Js the fweet^ft 

recompenfe, which a mother can experience from 

.herxhildren, who, not latistied. with merely britj^- 

Ju>g them into the world, fecls.it the duty and 

jpJeafuce of her whqle.life to be uTcful to them .<on 

•every 4>offihle Qcoafioin. CoDtiaue ^as ^you bo^e 
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begun, my dear foh, and we (hall one day owe to 
each other our mutual happinefs. 

Feer has given you lefibns in architcfture; do 
not omit, therefore, to recompcnfe him for his 
trouble in a fuitable manner, I think with for- 
row of his departure ; becaufe this reparation from 
the friend of your youth muft be very painful to 
you. Arm yourfelf with courage, and endeavour 
to moderate the too lively affeftions of your heart. 
1 have frequently remarked, with fome regret, the 
cxcefiive attachment you indulge towards thofe, who 
fee and feel as you do yourf f, and the total negleft 
with which you feem to treat every one elfe. I 
fliould reproach a man with fuch a fault, who was 
deftined to pafs his life in a fmall and unvarying 
circle ; but in an artift, who has a great objedl in 
view, . and whofe country is the whole world, this 
difpofition feems to me likely to produce a great 
number of inconveniencies. 

Alas, my fon ! the life, you have hitherto led in 
"your father's houfe, has been in hSt a paftoral 
life, and not fuch a one as was neceflary 
for the education of a man, whofe Heftiny fum- 
snons him into the world. I feel it but too 
ftrongly ; your daily commerce with your fatlier, 
the angelic goodnefs of his heart, the friendlinefs 
and ibfi fimplicity ofhis chara£ler> which preferved 
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an habitual ferenity and innocent gaiety round liis 
fireCde; the fele<% circle of friends which a con- 
formity of tafte and fentiment, and a real love for 
all that is good and noble, {6 ftrongly attached to 
him ; all thcfe were fources of the pureft degree of 
pleafure for your youth : and may the remem- 
brance of thefe happy days long remain imprefled on 
your mind t it will ftill procure you many enjoy- 
ments, and, above all, an advantage of great im- 
portance to you, that of rendering you more difficult 
in the formation of new friend(hips ; the opennefs 
and fincerity of your chara£ter will, no doubt, often 
make you feel embarafled in the great world, until 
experience has taught you the art of living in it ; but 
never forget, my dear child, that in this world you 
muft be guided by your head, and not truft to 
your heart alone; the union of them is what 
conftitutes a truly eftimable man, and renders 
him ufeful to fociety, but in' that, as well as in 
every thing elfe, your father will be your beft 
model. 

Adieu, my dear fon; I am your affe^ionate 
mother, / 

|. GESSNE&- 
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LETTER XXL 

0. CSSSNBR TO HIS FATHER* 

r 

tyieet^en, Utay loth^ 17^5 

At length I im efiabled t» fend you 
fome of my werk^. They confift of a cdpj froni 
Wouvefman ; tvtb (kefbhcs bf horfts (fonie vi^hich 
I made) when I firft wefit to Drerden)> & ftable« and 
the two iargb |p)6liire$^ which I «xhibitcd» Fato 
feemiEd t& be hoftile to tht coa^)let'ton of the two 
laft; I had intended finifhing them With ill ^^ 
fible care« but I had not Hgiitly calculated the 
period) when the exhibition Was tb open ; and, ftir* 
prifed tb &nd it (^ near, I was obliged to finiflimi 
pictures in a hafty tniinner. Forbdnatdy for me^ 
the place which was affigned them at the exhibitkn 
was very high, fo that they could only be criticifed 
ffom the general efhSt 6f thedi. I pamted the trees 
frofp nature, and alfo the dragoons and the hidtfeSf 
whi^^ItiAV^ lalv^ys been careful fhould be com- 
pletely equipped before I drew them. 

M. Graaf has told me the compofitlon of a var- 
nilh for rcjquching, which is very ufeful for fmall 
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ohjeujh. It giv^ % certain |l«i^ity mA tnmfp?ircnce 

to tbe cplom^s, wbicb hitherto fiU ^vy efforts ha^ 

not been able tp produ^fi. It; is ^ippofei of tu|p- 

pentine, oil of poppies, and maftic. It is almoft the 

cpjpwr gi the whUc of CUeoapic^ ; ?nd tbc coo4ft- 

cj>w i$ thai of coloprs ixK gcftCRl ; but^ when it if 

t9^ be ufed» a good de^ of poppy oiji muft be ^d^d 

to clcsq: i|. Mfti^ pw<cr§ 4i&PRiw^ the ufp of 

ity yet Dietrich ufed it continually, and his pic« 

tur^f iyU X^mm ^l tbeiF fr^ffeficfj. At firft I 

uliy it too abundantly, whicji n^a^e ipy pictures fa- 

l^^in 4ryi«g» that levcn tP-day I jbiad fome difl|^: 

cuiiy in wafliing <h^« pvcr with whjte of t^. 

My laft letter infoi^mejj yp» pf p^j iflcccfs gt the 
exbibitioa; l>ttJ dpnotbe^^d, ipy df jht pj^rents, 
I /fc^l 1^ haxe D^ucb diffigwlty in reftraining igy 
leimity and prid?, J fejeJ tPP fenfiWy Ijow /rrjaU a 
IbVPof ;hepraifies I have received arij'to tfe placed 
to my account, and how large a portion I owe^ ^per* 
liaps only, to the advantage of having been pfefented 
as your fon. At your fon ! alas I 1 feel how much^ 
1 have ftill to accomplifh to render myfelf worthy 
of you; and it is your approbation, which above 
all, I am roofl: emulous to deferve. If you re- 
ceive my feeble produdlions with your ufual kind- 
nefs, and if you perceive any improvement in them^ 
all my efibrts will be amply rewarded, and I 
ihall be infpired with frefh ardour to combat the' 
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immenfe difficulties which almoft overcome me, 
when I conGder in its fartheft extent the talk 
whicbi as an artift^ I have to perform. 

The gallery is now open. ' J (hall not fail to vifit 
it every day ; and according to the excellent advice 
which you gave me in your laft letter, I (hall 
employ myfelf in copying fome of the pi£kures. 

Fcer left me to-day. We feparated with mutual 
fo|Tow^ and (hall long feel his lols. Sitfc&>£after 
I have rempved to a new lodging, in which I enjoy 
a very agreeable view of the country, with an ex* 
tenfive borizpn, ai)d a good light for painting. I 
have had with me, fince the winter, a young man, 
a pupil of GraaP^, full of talent, who had not a 
comer in his own lodging whene it was poffible for 
bim to paint. He fliares my room, and we pais 
the whole day painting, finging and whilUing 
together. 

C, GESSNER, 
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LETTER XXlL 


C. GESSKER TO HIS FATHEIt. 


Vtdiien, Jnlfjth. 

I AM again employed in my vifitsto the 
gallery, and, as you advifed, I pa& the greateft part 
of my time in painting there. I already feel, by ex- 
perience, theabfolute neceffity of this labour, which 
is in fa£t the only method of penetrating into all 
the fecrets of the execution of a pidlure. / I Iball 
endeavour to ftudy Wouverman,vprincipally for hia 
horfes, his ground, his hills, his elegant touch, and 
his beautiful colouring ; Berghem, for his rocks ; 
and Ruyfdael, for his trees. M. Graaf advifes me to 
confine myfelf to the ftudy of particular parts in 
each pidure; I prppofe, however, copying the 
whole of fome of Wouverman's pi(3ures as well as 
I poffibly can, in order, to accuftom myfelf to an 
eafy and careful (jkyle of pencilling ; but I never will 
facrifice every thing to the modern tafte, which is 
only pleafed with high finifhing and minutenels. 
Not that I do not feel a f^itable degree of admi- 
ration for the heads of Dinner, which will even 
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bear to be examined with a microfcope : fuch works 
have their peculiar merit} but how fenfibly is this 
merit diminifhed, when compared with a iine head 
by Vandycke, in wlttch the drtiWhtg is perfc£b, the 
colouring enchanting, and in which every feature 
feems aaiitl^ted by nature abd truth. 

In landfcape-painting the obje<Sts of my admira- 
tion are ftiU the fame. The animated touch of 
Kuyfdaely and the beautiful verdure of his trees^ 
the dew^biffpritAkled kftviis df'WhWh, ritflea the rays 
6f the Yun ; and the '€nt actuating ef Qatide 
Lori^ifib ; tine ^feifiited Id^s hHF f^ffin ; uni the 
^Id ^nd iiielsinchbly tie^^Df Vtiti £f ftrttngni. 

lit. ^radf i^ ^ j^efeht 6t^ilig iht^Wo Mgoh 
head$ in the t^fianire ^f ^the Itlaitotiis t^y 9xffiMU 
iv'hich has afibrded Hit ^h 'tppOTtMityf>f 4t€\tig\i 
elofe, ^tld tat my Iti^tt. ^1 <»ft ^% c»t]te«iifa»>thftl 
bis t^al h^tllids dfttn tffc^lp^^fhtt^tbftr^atibb «vtftof 
artifts ; time has much 4iim^eA thk Invaltt^bte 
pamtfajg; *e Kfrfouring, 4rtiteh Is no^e^ ttto red in 
fame parts, smd fa b(h^ts I9b ^y^^lMd^ ^ntitdboHt^ 
origiHaRy mbi«BriHfithcy vkA'frtltksali^,'fiiit is 
ftill perfea ihfature. The'vr%th VIrlfh fh« ohiid in 
hbr arms is entit-dy ittSick6i ftotti'the '^cmnd of 
thb pitbitty ahd appk^strs quite hffataldd. $be6gure 
h light, noble, and'd^|fAht, slfHf fdttfibsTtd fldat Intthtt 
;lir ; the 'di^p^ry is thft$Wh ^ito«» Itrge tafld fimjlfe 
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mafics ; Without appearing to ftick to the limbs, it 
ihews the movement^ and leads tne imaginatipn to 
the form. The execution of this pi£lure is perfe£): ; 
the mod trifling i^^iis a|3p /9xprf£^ fyith care ^ the 
ibadows are not dark, yet every thing is relieved 
with efie<^. The figures are truly of divine mould, 
and the exprefEon ofthe heads is that of truth itfelf. 
Nothing can be more enchanting than the heads of 
the two angels, whofeeyes, raifed towards heaven, 
feem. to reflect the calmnefs and ferenity of that 
^py abode of feli<?ity . The celd)rated Cupid, 
painted in crayofls by Mengs, tryipgthp point pfjbiy 
4arts pa his ^tigptSy and J^i; i^ountenauce fnimate4 
by a moft bei^ritq^if^g (mile, (b (biQPgljr /e(emb^ 
the beads of the two angck, by Raph^ejl, that one 4$ 
tpduced to ftippofe, thf^t Mengs i/bl^A h^ve jftu(}icd 
theiB witb.great attention, * 

. I bgve ffufid^ enijiur i<9^ as you defired, of KJedel^ 
the i^^^^dor of tbe,£al|ery^ ^out tbfs v^rniQi, which 
is ^Ss^ tbqre ; be told me tb^t they did not ufe any, 
fad be fliewi^ me hx^ pi&xusc^ which the moft 
imo^^ varniQk has totally dcflroy^ in .the courfe 
f^ a very fisw yeaiis. 

* 

M. Gniaf fet out |o«day for Catlibad, and he ha$ 
proQiifed me very fjiitbfully, that next year we fhall 
Tifit yp» together rat Sihlw^ld. 

C. QiESSNER. 
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LETTER XXin. 


4. GESSNEX. TO. HIS SOK. 


Sihiwald, Aug. I5tb, l^Sj. 

t ft 

We have, at length, received all your 
letters and your parcels, my dear fon, and the firft 
fubje6l I (hall mention to you, will be that which 
gave me mod pleafure, and that is, your works. I 
obferve in the compofitron, as well as execution, 
bf them all, much boldnefs and fire ; the two brgeft 
pictures require indeed to be viewed with Ibme pre- 
caution i thofe, who fee them, muftbe apprifed, that 
they are to be judged as (ketches, and feen only at 
the diftance of fome paces ; however, the idea and 
tSc& of both gave me very great pleafure, and they 
have been admired by all, whofe opinion can be of 
any importance to you. I was ftruck wkh the 
boldnefs of the compofition, and the grand effect of 
the whole ; the tone of the Iky is in pcrfed har- 
mony with the reft of the fcene, and unites in giv- 
ing force to the principal groupe ; each objeft, al- 
though merely indicated, is exprefied with truth and 
chara£ler. In general, 1 obferve a good deal of 
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mind and taile in the difpofitton of the groupes, and 
i remark, with pleafure, in both the pi£tures the 
great (hare which the harmony of the Ckies adds to 
the general'efie£k of the work. All this, my dear 
fon, is indicative of talent and abilities, and * proves 
that the great works of art have made a deep im-. 
prefiion on your mind, and that you <d>ierve natnm 
with feeling and attention. Yourgroupes are eafy^ 
and are well contrafted ; the attitudes and actions 
of your figures are iimple and unaffe€led ; and your 
horfes, if I may dare to fpeak freely, aire iibove cri» 
ticifm; do not, however, be tempted to purfue only 
tliat ftyle, in which you fucceed the beft. In that 
piflure, for example, in which the hories are com- 
ing out of the ftable to be led to the fountain, the 
ray, which lengthens into a ftreak of lig^it, has a very 
good effe&f as have alfo the various contrafk of 
light and (hade; but Wouverman would probablfT 
have converted the young lad, who is going to moufit 
one of the horfes, into a huntfman, and from th^ 
circumftance would have availed himfelf of the op- 
portunityof introducing a group of dogs, as Berghem 
would, a few goats. Thofe are the things, which pro- 
duce a variety and contraft in the forms of objeSs. 
There is much truth in your oak-tree, but you have 
only fketched the principal forms ; you mud (ludy 
vrith care, and imitate with exaSnefs, the beft ex- 
amples of individual obje£b, and not confine youdelf 
iblcly to oaks; for the linden-tree^ tlie beech, the 
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aAy the wiUo^,- and tbe popIar> ^e aUb rerjr pictit^ 
fdque^ Metbinks I hear yon CKdaiin, but how ana 
I to do all Aih in a yexri No, mjr child, I ilo opt 
txftOt (o mticli from yo«, asd if yon was'e at tb!s 
moment by my iide, I fboiM pttb yo» tojnay heart 
^aod &y with tears of joy, that yoo baV'e. fiArpafied 
fXTf moft fangnifle hopes* 

I adviiis you to perfift firmly in your detefsmina^* 
tton of copying vritb atteotioa the heft fi£kuis$ in 
4he gallery; ftudy with paiticttlar .care, heatnefi 
of execution and precifson in ^he form of ol9^fift» 
In drawing the human figure alwiay$.ni;tke choice 
•of the bcft moddb you can |>roc\u)es beftpw the 
^eateft attention on die hands and beads ; aod be 
careful, in the oolouring, not ?to gel: the iliadows 
0f a dirty red hue. Some very eiGaft cq>ies from 
Wouverman would, no doubt, be a very ufeful em- 
fdoyment for you, and in thafe which you have (lent 
sue I think you have fucceedc^ tolerably well. A 
Jaboured minutendEs m the details k certainly only 
^fteemed by the ignorant ; but elegance in the exe« 
xution is neverthelefs an ^xcellenoe with which the 
critic cannot dHpeofe. Yon have now the antique 
ftatues toiludy; tell me what you are doing from 
them. The'tranfports wbidi Rapliael creates in 
you, convinces me, that you will alfo feel the great 
beauty of tbe ancients. Happy b that artift, who 
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har had the opportunity -of fonniog his ideas of 
beauty from fuch iabliaie xBodeis. 

• 

We ;ire happy to find, that yoU are in a better 
lodging; and iiirJ>atyou (ky of your now companion 
is a proof of yo«r good diijpo&tiony which gives uf^ 
great pleafure. 

In order to convince you of the entire fatisfaiSlioci 
which we feel at your condudl, we are going, to 
make a proportion to you, which, I am fure, wilt 
be produ£live of a few capers. Mr. Orell, the chief 
of a fquadnm which is at prefent at Zurich, tells us» 
that all the SileCan arniy is to encamp near Potfdanv 
this autumn, and perform there fome of the moft 
important manoeuvres. This is a fight which would 
give you a great number of ideas, and would be of 
the moft eflential fervice to you in your line; and 
we will willingly advance you whatever fum may 
be neceflary to procure you fuch an advantage. 
Therefore, my dear child, you are quite at liberty to 
go to the camp. Mr. Orell will give you letters of 
introduction to the officers, who will receive you 
with poHtenefs. I know you too well to fuppofe it 
neceflary to guard you againft the dangers, to which 
your refidence in a camp will expofe you, particu- 
larly that of gaming. You already know, that there 
are often amongft the officers, fome indudrious 
gentlemen who make it their bufinefs to lay traps 
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for young inexperienced people ; there are befidet 
various other exceOes, by indulging in which you 
might endanger your heahh for the reft of your life* 
PeWevere, therefore, with firmnefs, in the principles 
which you have adopted, and which you have 
hitherto pradifed. Farewell, my dear fon. 


S. GESSNER. 
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LETTER XXIV. 


CSESSKER TO HIS FA.THES.. 


Onfdeo, Od. 4tli, 178 j. 

I RBCElvKD your very kind letters 
about a month (iuce ; I cannot exprefs the joy they 
occafioned me. The flattering approbation, which 
you bcftow on my works, was already a fufficient rc- 
compence for my effcffts ; but I little expelled that 
you would add to it your permiffion for me to go to 
Potidairi to fee the great Frederick ; that was indeed 
a (jpring to make me jump fix feet high. Unfortu^ 
saately, it is now too late for me to be prefent at the 
review this autumn ; but next fpring Mr. Graaf 
gives me fome hops, he will join me, and that 
vrill be a fufficient reafon for the delay, to which I 
agree more readily as the king is at prefent unwell, 
and could not have been prefent at this laft review* 
Heaven grant, that my .wi(hes may be fulfilled, and 
that I may fee once, at leaft, in my life^ this incom* 
parable monarch. 

I am juft returned from a month's excurflon into 
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the country with M. Zingg. During this time, I 
confefs, my occupation at the gallery has been ne- 
glcStcd ; but I think myfelf rewarded for this lois 
by thofe beauties, fo fuperior to art» which I obferved 
in nature, and by the advantages I deduced from 
comparing th^obje^ Vfhkh pittfeoted tbemfelves, 
with thofe mafter-pieces of art, which my imagina- 
tion continually retraced. I have endeavoured to 
give more dbrre£liicft and neatneis to my drawings 
from nature ; I alfo obferved the colouring of ob- 
jfi&Si aod^ dmug rainy wcathiw tinted feven^l 
4rawiogs frem ipdoiaery, be(id^ ihcfe which I oo* 
loured QB. the %ot with riie juice pf pfamts. 

• 

I tuye formed a very intknafce acqvaintaooe wjfth 
a young landfe^^ paloter from LApidkf namoi 
Reifkhard* He h^s.a great dbal of gemtieand cfaa- 
lafifcer^ liislamlR:^^ are ^ile imtone. Hit con-* 
pofitdons poStk naitch fptrit aad t3ft«» smdi he At^nt 
l¥ith firmnef^ a<^ accurftoy. We oftea wmider. 
9bout the cQuntry together* adflnriog natsne} aod 
fotfOftiviitting to (Kipesr tlioic Icenes wiitdfi an^ moft 
Ariking, Y^ftenlay we took a little rUe to nbem** 
tifttl jfdil^Y fiboiK £ve les^es ftom Dnd2fen» •vhioh 
is one €ff the «x)oA 4eligto£ul iitiiattOQB I hare fxl 
iiyen i« thi^coutUry^ Imagim to.TCurfislf anarnQait- 
pafs through fome deep rocks, lijcc tbofe wliach'. 
Bcrghem was fo fond of painting, cafcades, trees of a 

09^^ fyi^iii Apc^i ii:erie9 ex^Aly iike tbofe'of 
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Everdingen. This charming fpot threwus into fuch 
raptures, that we blew our Frendi horn, and made 
the valley and the rocks ring with our harmonious 
founds* 

In our laft journey we he«rd the poftillion exe- 
cute fome fine airs on the horn : we immediately 
determined to get fome inftruments like his, and 
fince thiit thi^ whenever a lovely retired fcene in- 
vites us to take refuge in its peaceful bolbm, we 
never fail to greet the furrouhditig mountains and 
fbtibfts with An air on th6 Fretich horn. We inten^ 
rettirtjilig in a few day to otir favourite valley, with 
all our painting apparatus. 

C. GESSNER. 
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LETTER XXV. 


. GSSSMEU TO HIS FATHER. 


Dtefilcn, OA. lath. 

< 

Just at the moment, when Reinhard 
and myCelf were fetting out on an expedition to- 
wards Leibthal, which is the very appropriate name 
df the valley I defcrib^d to you in my laft letter, 
I received the painters-mirror, which yon have had 
the gobdnefs to fend me j it will henceforth be the 
condant companion of my piflurefque excuriiqns, 
and I improve daily in the ufe of it. I prefer it in- 
finitely to all kinds of Camera- obfcura, becaufe it 
may be fo eafily carried in the pocket, and alio be- 
caufe it refle(^ objects with perfe& diftindnefs even 
in (bade. I muft now give you an account of our 
journey . Our perfohs bei ng well packed up in a poft- 
chaife, together with our colour boxes, and all the im- 
plements of oar trade, we fet out for our favorite re- 
treat, which we explored in every dire£tion, fome- 
limes meeting with fine fcenes in Ruyfdael's ftyle, 
but more frequently with' views and perfpe<Slives, 
fuch as Everdingen delighted in. One would fup- 
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pofe, that the latter had made frequent vifits to this 
fpot, and had taken from it the fubje^l of his beft 
piftures. We eftabliihed ourfelves in a hut with 
fome good honeft peafants, whofe habitation is fita* 
ated amidft the trees of a fine orchard^ which fur- 
round it with a pleafing (hade. At break of day we 
left our bed of clean ftraw, where we had enjoyed a 
refrefliing ileep, to defcend into 9 valley where a little 
ftream winds its courfe, and which> inipeded in its 
progrefs by fome fragments of rocks, falls here and 
there in a fmall cafcade^ At the bottom of the valley^ 
in a recefs formed by high rocks, large firs, and 
thick beech trees, the fame ftream precipitates itfelf 
from the top of a mafs of rocks with the moft pi£tu« 
refque efFeA. It was in this fpot, truly worthy 
of a poet's eye, that we eilabli(hed our apparatus; 
the fun's rays in various parts pierced, through the 
tufted foliage, and add^ frefh brilliancy to the ob- 
je£ls which already wore all the different tints of 
autumn, and formed a mixed fcene, which, in its 
confufed variety, prcfentcd to the eye a fofter har- 
mony of colours. . The tone of colouring, and the 
water, were precifely the fame as in Ruyfdael's pic- 
tures, and therefore, I ftudied them with particular . 
attention. 

We were agreeably furprifed in the midft of our 
fiudie^ by a vi&t firom Mefirs. Graaf and Ziogg. 
They applauded our courageous perieverance in 
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workiag from nature, and adoiired otir eontrivance 
at a Aibllitute for an eafel, v^hich we could not 
have made ufe of in the iitttattcm we were iq, 
feated on pieces of rock in the middle of the river. 
I will tell you how we managed ; we tied a ftnng to 
two corners of the pifl-urey ^nd putting it over our 
necks, refting the pi<Slure on our knees, we painted 
with tolerable ^cility, although the attitude was not 
the moft elegant. It was in this way that we pafied 
our time fit>m the dawn of day till night. As we had 
^ten a very fhiall portion for dinner, we transferred 
all our appetite to the fupper, which, added to our 
ufual gaiety, fnroi0ied an eiBcdlent fauce to tkefru* 
gal repaft provided for us by our hoft. 

' It muft be coofefled, tha^ it is very humil^ting 
lo an artift to work with natuK immediately be«< 
fbre his eyes; he then feels his inAdkiency ky 
reprefent it ; an(f the diffieuky of die taik dinunifliet 
the pleafure. Thus, in a fit of too welUfounded 
deipair, I was going to effiice what I hail done, when 
M. Graaf arrived juft in nine to favek from de-i 
ftrud^ion ; and the fatislauSbton whieh- h§ ei^rdSStSr- 
haviiig reanimated my courage, I eoatinued and 
iini(hed my piAure. Now that I fee it in mj^room, 
I am better pleafe^ with it than I was in the open 
air ; I obferve in it feme touches of naturo, and a 
tone of cotouring which I could' never hav« ac« 
quired, even mth ti» greatettr efibrtsi if i ba^ 
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^inted ittntrif room. I sm now more thati evef 
conyinceci, that although this may be the naoft diffi* 
Cnh mode, yet it is the moft certaiil ; and fince I have 
employed myfelf in fltidytng attentively thepidikirres 
in the gallery, inftead of merely looking at them J feel 
alfo how much that circumftance has iniproved me, 
by enabling me to (lady nature with more eafe^ 
dnd teaching me to diftingulih and make choice of 
its principal beauties. ' > 

How rare arc thoFe artifts, who excel in this «* 
fpe£t ) the greateft part of them do not begin to ob* 
ferve nature, until they are acctrftomed to a ftyle of 
their own, which they blindly fellow even in the 
imitation of nature; thus it is, that they always fail 
in t)ie objedl of their wifhes, that of eipreffing it 
with troth and accuracy. They indeed paint the 
ftones and the trees, which piefent themfelves to 
their eyes one after the other, and with fuch ftrupu* 
lous exa£tne(s that you would fuppofe they bad 
counted them ; but they have not the leaft idea of 
grving the real charader to each obje£k ; and no^ 
withftanding their exa£hiels in all the parts, their 
piAures do not poffefrany truth or efie6l. I eonfefs 
} cannot endureany thing like mannerifiB. Oaudtf 
Lorraine, Berg^m, and Ruyfdael^ are the only paifi€-> 
eis, to whom lean turn with pleafure, even srfker ««• 
ominihg nature, for they are the only ones, whaad«e 
mire it in all its purity^ and who prefent it fo^ny eyef 
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'chafte and undefiled. Each tree, eacH ftone, each 
plant, in fhort every thing in their works, has its 
true and appropriate chara£ler ; in my opinion, this 
is the excellence of the art, and it (hall be, through- 
out my life, that which I fliall be mod ambitious to 
acquire. I praife your works, my dear father, as 
much as 1 do thofe of thefe great artifts, and laflure 
you, my judgment is not biafibd by partiality. I 
admire in your paintings thofe trees fo full of life, if I 
may be allowed the expreffion, yejt charafterifed by 
fuch a light and eafy touch ; thofe fcenes fo rich 
and varied, yet without a glaring profufion ; in (hort, 
that attention to fimple, unadorned nature, which 
muft ever pleafe, becaufe it is true. 

An artift, who is not endowed with a very dlf- 
tinguifhed talent, may yet, by means. of conftant 
' application and a continued fludy of nature, become 
a good painter ; but with what a fuperiority and 
originality of expreffion, which can never be accufed 
of mannerifm, does an artift of real genius pourtray 
nature in its true character ! In the heads of Van- 
dyck for example, the labour of the painter is not 
difcernible in any part. They breathe, they fecm 
tofpeak; but it would be abfurd to fuppofe, that 
they were painted with only a few ftrokes of 
the pencil with that facility which is acquired by 
pradiice. A clofe examination will prove how at* 
tentivclv they have been ftudied. Vandyck is fo 
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perfe£k a drauglitfman, that he retains almofl: every 
where the iirft ftroke of the pencil ; bat one may 
obferve in his heads fome parts, which have been 
painted over feveral times, and in which the colour- 
ing is opaque, while in others it is fo tranfparent that 
the pannel on which it is applied is feen through 
the colour. This circumftance, in my opinion, 
charatfterifes a man of genius, who knows where to 
ftop, without expofing himfelf to the danger of ever 
paffing the point of perfe£lion, when he has once 
been able to attain it. But I think it highly ridi* 
culous in certain people, who try to imitate in their ^ 
blundering manner this fcarcely perceptible negleft, 
and to affedt it on all occafions without being aware 
of the art of the great mailer, which taught him to 
profit from aa unforefeen accident, or from the in* 
fpiration of his genius. 

The academy for drawing from the life is again 
open ; and as I perceive, that this is an employment 
from which I have profited confiderably, I purfue 
it every every evening with real pleafure. I exert 
myfelfas much as pofiible to acquire a degree of 
pro^ciency above mediocrity, although the httman 
figure is, of all obje£U of imitation, the mod di^cult 
to exprefs. Befides the hours, which I pafs at the 
academy, I alfo draw in the evening from anatomical 
models; I draw each limb one after the other in 
white chalk op a black board till I know it by heart, 
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then I copy it on paper with pen and ink, and Yrhta 
I go to the academy I take with me the drawing of 
that part, which I am to execute from nature. By^ 
this method I know the exa£t. deftination of each 
mufde that I fee. This preliminary ftudy appears 
to me to be of ahfolute importance ; for in nature 
the mufdes extend or relax even in the leaft painful 
attitudes according as the model is obUged to exert 
himfelf more or leis to continue in it. 

That I may advance as much as poflible in the 
knowledge of Ofteology , I have borrowed of Kerkh 
a complete ikeleton which I ftudy at home, each part 
feparately ; an employment which I (hall continue 
till I have acquired a complete knowledge of the 
whole. I feel but too powerfully the great utility 
of fuch a ftudy not to follow it with perfeverance. 

I labour night and day, that I may be in a ftate to 
appear with cre£t in the next exhibition. I have 
made the (ketches for two large piAures. They are 
groupes of cavalry placed in attitudes of danger ; 
thp figvixes wiU be at leaft a foot high. 

C. GESSNEK; 


/ 


119 


LETTER XXVL 


8. GtSSKER TO HIS SON^ 


Zurich^ Dec< 4^ 178 j. 

I THOUGHT, my de:ir fon, that the 
Englifh mirror would be an agreeable prefent to 
you, and you have (0 well guefled the advantages of 
it that I do not doqbt you will be able to deriv($ 
great ufe from it. I have nothing more to fay about 
|t» excepting that the little ring which is adixed to 
it> is for the purpofe of hanging it to the ftems or 
branches of trees, or elfe to a pole (luck into th^ 
ground, while you are drawing the landfcape which 
it reprefents. But it is not necefl[ary to fay every 
thing to a fertile and induflrious invention like 
youn, which can difcover refources under eyery 
circumftance ; as for example, your clever contrive 
ance to fupply the deficiency of an eafel, 

I am mud) pleafed, that you have fo fucceisfully 
availed yourfelf of the fine weather to draw and eveh 
to paint from nature. This is a very ufefulexertife', 
and it is of infinite advantage to you that you were 
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able to do It in the company of fuch a man as 
Reinhard ; I ihould like to be more , accurately 
informed of the objeds of your ftudies at the 
gallery. You had promifed to give me an account 
of them in one of your former letters, yet your 
laft does not afford me any information on this 
fubjeS. Have you put your projeA in execution of 
copying detached parts from Ruyfdael, Wouver- 
man, and Claude, that you may afterwards acquire 
more facility in copying nature ? I am very defirous 
that you (hould have accomplifhed this intention^ 
All that you fay about ftudying from nature is very 
juft and well conceived ; you muft not content 
yourfelfwith rapidly tracing the general mafles of 
objefls, but muft alfo endeavour to exprefe with pre- 
cidon and ^^ccuracy the form and character of each 
particular pbje£^ ; not forgetting, at the fame time, 
that this accuracy muft be united with the boldnefs 
of real talent, apd by no means degenerate into a 
ftudied and individual minutentfs. 

The zeal, with which you purfue the ftudy of the 
human figure, gives me infinite pleature, and your 
method of comparing every part with the anatomy 
appears to me evidently the beft ; but I fincerely re* 
gret, that circumftances have not yet allowed you to 
prepare yourfelf for the ftudy of nature by previoufly 
drawing from the antique. If thofe grand and noble 
forms were thoroughly imprinted on your mind^ 
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nature would appear to your eyes more beautiful 
and more perfe£t, and it would be more eafy for you 
%o elevate your ideas to the^higheil degree of 
beauty. 

You are going to work again for the exhibition 
you fay ; begin early, that you may have fufficient 
time to finifli your works carefully. By projeding 
pi(StureSy in which the figures are to be a foot high 
you, have prevented the coiinfel, which I intended 
giving you ; by thefe means your figures will be 
large enough to require precifion in the forms, and 
elegance in the execution. But before you begini 
make all the lludies that may be neceflary to you; 
and I recommend you particularly to make you rfelf 
mafler of the heads and hands. How fhould v*ou 
proceed, if by chance you ihould not be fufficiently 
familiar with thofe parts in regard to the colouring 
and execution? Do not, however, be too much 
alarmed, but accomplilh as much as you poffibly can. 
Begin by arranging the whole of the piftu re, and 
when it is once thoroughly determined, (ketch thofe 
parts feparately, which occafmn you the mod dif- 
ficulty, and fiudy them with the utmoA attention. 
Do j?ot negle6t alfo to lludy from nature the acccf* 
fary parts, and particularly the drapery and the folds 
ef the dre£[es, and the bed mannerof difpofing them, ' 
for you muft now endeavour to appear before the 
'public with credit to yourfelf. Be careful in the 
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fittifbing; attend to the execiltiDn, bat without being 
loD laboured. There is a wide difierence between 
thatortift^ who affe^ a haft/ and negligent manner 
in tbofe parts> wbere^ notwithftanding all hisefiortt^ 
he cannot attsdn an exa£t and accurate reprefenta* 
tion of nature, and he, whofe apparent negligence h 
united to the tMlk perfe^ veracity and moft fctopo^ 
lous corredlneis. The firft fbews a boldnefe, and 
perhaps^ liven a degree of invention in concealing bis 
Want of power ; but the negligence of the other 
difplap throughout, a fore, able, and fteady hand. 

Yon are again in want of money ; you fiiall have 
ibiT>e, my (on. But I .appeal to your confcience^ 
whether you do not think you have contrived to 
get rid of your laft five and twenty louis in a very 
Huyft fpace of time ? ] intre^t you, my child, not to 
be too carelefs in your expences* It is certainly 
right, that you (hould have whatever may be uieful 
to you in purfuing your ftudie^ ^ all that is necefiafy 
for your appearing with credit in the world, and eyen 
for enjoying the innocent paftimes which are fuited 
to your age ; but always confult prudence, and re- 
member^ that the artift, who creates tohimfelf fuper« 
fluous wantS) lofes in his art all that be gives to falfe 
enjoyments. By giving way to puerile occupations ; 
heblunts his imagination, enervates his zeal, and be- 
coming eager to acquire money for the gratification 
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of his paffions, he will (bon ceafe to be ambitious of 
faioe. 

I entreat yon moft earneilly, my dear (on, to 
fiudy heads and hands from the beft mailers before 
you finifh your ptAures ; and I alfo recommend to 
you» with regard to form, and the efie£ls of light, 
to ftudy heads from the antique, and from the \?c& 
felefted plafiers. 

S. GESSNER. 
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: LETTER XXVII. 

0, CESSKER TO HIS FATHEH. 

VnHto, Jan. lo^ iy$&, 

I RECEIVED yonr letters very pun6lu-r 
jBy, together with the bills of exchange, for which 
1 return you a thoufand thanks, and promife >iit 
Jbture to economife as much as poffible, and to keep 
an exa£k account of even the moft trifling of n>y 
cxpeiices. In fzSt^ I had purchaied feme time fmce 
a ferge folio account book, in which the expences 
and receipts had each their page, though to my great 
Kgret, the latter remained always blank. However, 
1 continued notwith(bnding for fome months, to fill 
my t>ages with great exadlnefs, and indeed I believe 
I made feverat fmall purchafes merely for the plea* 
fttre of tnferting tliem in my book ; my friends 
often found me feated at my defk with a thoughtful 
air, like a clerk with my pen behind my ear, 
and comparing with aftonifhment the plenitude of 
tlie paying iide with the vacancy of the oppodte 
jpage. By degrees I relaxed from my exa£^ne(s, and 
every day I grew more negligent. But on the firft 
day of the year I determined to change my fyftem, 
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and I made a folemn engagement henceforth W 
pbferve the mod fcrupulous pun£luality in my 
accounts. 

I have been obliged to change my lodging again ; 
in that) which I have quirted, the fun ihone conti- 
nually in my room, and occafioned a falfe light. 
Thefe falfe lights are a conftant torment to painters i 
the colours appear totally diflferent in the fun, and 
the jrefleftions are fiill more deceitful. At prefent 
I live oppofite to the gallery, and not very difbnt 
from the academy : betides which, I am very well 
ferved ; but you would laugh were you to fee my 
retinue of fervants; it is compofed of fome little 
chimney fweepers who live at the bottom cf 
the houie in which I lodge, and whofe fervicesare 
f^cured for the day by a fmall fum of money ; this 
footy troop, often accompanies me, through tbfi 
ftreetS) carrying my port-folios under their arms« 
and when I am thus efcorted I might pafs for Fauf- 
tus furrdunded by infernal fpirits. 

The pictures, which 1 intend for the exhibition, 
are now in hand ; the fubje<9: of one is a great battle 
with a large number of horfes and figures; the fe- 
oond reprefents fome light cavalry pjurfued by dra- 
goons. They are flyingout of a wood in the utmoft 
confudon, and jumping over the trunk of a tree 
which is lying on the ground in the front of the 
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fn&xirt ; fome of them fall . and ar6 tr^nipiej 
under the horfes feet; the light proceeds ffom 
the middle of the foreft ; the principal Bgure is a 
dragoon mounted on a white horfe^ who is leaping 
over the fallen tree, his cotrntenance animated by 
an expreffion of. rage. The foreground is entirely 
ibaded by a very large oak. If fortune fatoun me 
at the time of the exhibition, I think I may ventare 
to hope for foirte foccefs, for I have never yet painted 
ft pidure With fo much efk&. ih it as this. The 
figures in both thefe pi£tures are twelve inches 
high. My third compofition reprefents a detach- 
ment of light horfe, which is taking pofleffion of 
fome caiinon and fome carriages laden with provifi- 
ons i one of the carriages is overturned^ and the horfesi 
terrified, are rearing up, and breaking their traces. 
I have alfo painted fome other pictures of a fmaller 
lize. At prefent, when I wiih to finifli any fubjed^ 
I make different (ketches of each figure, all of 
which I draw from nature^ in the proper attitude. 

I acquire daily a greater degree ^of facility in 
drawing the human figure^ in proporMit as 1 in- 
ereafe my knowledge of anat€»my by the conitant 
fludy of the ikeleton. Every eventing, when I re-* 
turn from the academy, I copy on the canvas the 
figure which I have biten drawing ; I firft place the 
ikeleton in the attitude, in which the niodel was 
placed i and then I ftudy, with particular attctuion> 
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thbre parts which I found itioft difficult to expre&t 
and do not quit it till I have acquired a thoroagh 
knowledge of the difpoiition and form of the bones, 
and till I am certain of giving to my drawing all 
poffibk corredlnefs and exaditleis. 

Among the ftudies I have made this fommer iit 
the gallery, fbme of which are more fintflied thao 
others, th^re is a very exa£l copy from Woovermany 
and fome detached parts from RuyfdaeL 

My moft intimate friend, Kerfcby is preparing to^ 
fet oflF for Italy ; he wifbed very much to per- 
fuade me to accompany him, and indeed he praifed 
the beauties of the country and of Rome, and enu* 
merated theadvantages which that great city preientv 
to a young artift for the formation of his tafte and 
genius, with an eloquence fo enthufiaftic and per- 
luaiive, that 1 had fome difficulty in refiiting his 
temptations. But, thanks to my good genius^ 
which allowed me to compare with tranquillity and 
candour, the great diftance which elevates KeKch 
above me in our an, 1 have efcaped the folly of 
ruiiniflg from one end of the world to the other 
without firft obtaining your permiffion. Never* 
tbele&, the idea of Rome, of the treafures it contains, 
the convif^ion of the infinite benefit which I ihall 
derive from fach a journey after fome years of afEdu-*' 
Qus application i aU thi^bas remained moft ftrongiy 

ioiprefled 


128 

imprefled on my mind^ and is a flrong incitement 
to me to redouble my efforts that I may become 
deferving of fo enviable a recompenfe. But I think 
that at prefenty and I believe niy opinion is juft, I 
receive more advantage from my reiideuce here 
than I (hould at Rome, at lead in ftudying that 
ftyle, virhich I have adopted. Even Kerfch could 
not deny the truth of my obfervation> and we fepa- 
rated in the pleafing profpeA of meeting again fome 
time hence, in that country which is the claffical 
repofitory of the arts ; as friendsi whofe deftinies arc 
united by their vocation. 

C. GESSNER. 
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LETTER XXVUL 


<?. G£SB^f£R TO ^IS fAR£KT9« 


Jt becomes every day more prpbablcy my 
Jdev parents^ that I jOball hav/s the pleafure of Teeing 
jrovi t];us fjainmer ; and in addition to it^ that alfo 
«f bring&Bi^ vrith me M. Graaf, aqd perhaps too, M. 
^in^. M. Graaf has lopg entertained the defign 
of xevifiti^g Smtzcrland and hi? old frierids; and 
ilnce he has confidered it as probable, his wifhes are 

converte4 l^to m ardent defire. He thinks of it 
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continually; and the firft years of, his youth, the 
fii^pprjyqd pf hkexiftence as an artift, and particu- 
larly the happy hours he pafled in your fociety, re- 
cur in fuch vivid colours to his memory, and he 
defcribes them to me in fuch animated language, 
that our eyes often fwim in tears during our con- 
verfation, and we wifli time were gifted with fwifter 
wings to accelerate the period of our reunion 
with you. Kerfch found us lately in one of thefe 
moments confecrated to memory and hope, and it 
almoft produced the efiedl of tempting him to ac- 
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compafijr us into Switzerland, as I had previoaily 
been tempted to follow him into Italy. 

My ftudies ih the gallery wilt^ occupy the 
reft of the time, I fliall remain here, although at 
prefent I employ great part of it in fihifliing» with 
the utmofl: care, the pi£i:ures, I intend for the exhi- 
Intion, and of which I gave you a defcription in 
my Isrflr. I endeavour, in the execution of them, 
to combine vigour with delicacy ; with regard to the 
latter qualification, I have a very ftrong impreffioa 
of the too much and the too Tittle, yet I feet ver^ 
forcibly how much I have to do before I can attain 
that point at which tafte acknowledges itfetf iatisfied*. 
I fhall endeavour to finifh each pidlure at once, for 
if it is neglected for fomie time, and then refumed^ 
the painting lofes coniiderably of its unity, ahd the 
colours are fcarcely ever £> blended and fo freih. 

C. GESSNER. 


131 


ttTTER XXIX. 

S. OSSSNEK TO HIS SON* 

2iiiicb> March 7, 17S6; 

At kngth, my dear fon, you confirin 
the pleafing hope^. that M. Graaf will accompany 
you into Switzerland; his wiihes on this fubje£t 
cannot be more earneft than our own. I beg you 
will alfo ufe your utmoft influence with M. Zingg 
to prevail on him to be of the party. But do you 
confent to leave Germany without having feen the 
Fruflian troops ? You know, that I agree with all 
my heart to any thing, that may procure you the 
means of feeing, them. I enclofe you ibme letters 
cS introduAion at Berlin from M. Orell ; and I will 
fend you fome for fome friends of mine refiding in 
that city, when I ihall be certain of your depar- 
ture. 

I can eafily conceive the forrow you experience 
at the departure of your friend Ker(ch,.and alfo the 
difBculty of reiifting fo ftrong a temptation as that 
of travelling to Rome in company with a young 
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artift of fuch dlftingulfhed merit; but you very 
properly thank your good genius for having endowed 
you with fo much courage ; and if you confult it 
'again, on whatever occafion» it wjll always condudl 
you in the right path. With what tender affec- 
tion I would embrace you, were you with me at this 
moment, to dXprefs my latisfaftion on your prudent 
decifion between that which is moft proper and that 
which is moft agf^eable; the choice, you have 
made on this occafion, is alfo a convincing proof 
to -me, that the plan you have «dopted is that alfp 
which k befl iuited to you as ai) artift. 

Thiere is no occafion for me to rcj^t my ex* 

hortations for you to employ your time to the 

beft advantage, while you remain at Drefden ; but I 

muft take this opportunity of afluriilg you in the 

moft j)ofitive manner, that after you have paflbd 

fpme time at home wich ydtt- famHy, a period 

which 1 truft will not be wafted without dcs-iviBg 

.•fome benefit, you fliall have the liberty not only of 

, feeing Italy and Rome, Init of remaining there as 

. long ^s.you may judge it neceftary for the puifuiog 

of your ftudies. . . . 

• 
I have not time to add dny more. Yo«r. mo- 
' ther and your lifter deflre their Jnoft affefiiomte 
regards^ 

* • • 

S. GESSNER. 
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LETTER XXX 


C. ESSVEa TO H^S FATH^Il* 


Drefdeo^ Ma^ch i2y 1786. 

The exhibition has been open fome 
days ; I think my pidlures feem to pleafe, and the 
military in particular examine them with attention. 
Befides thofe which I mentioned to you, I have 
painted a large battle-piece fix feet high by four 
feet wide; it is this, which produces the greateft 
efied^. A party of huflars confufedly emerges in 
the mi4ft of a pretty brifk firing from behind a 
little hill ; fome dragoons attack them in their (light* 
and purfuing them, they engage in • a furioui 
battle : on one fide a battery of cannon and fome 
broken gabions cover the foreground ; behind this 
battery, at the foot of the hill, is a village on fire, 
the flames of \vhich rife to a gre^t height* 

By a moft fortunate accident I faw the burning, 
of the Danifh palace from my window, which gave 
me the opportunity of painting this tremendous fight 
from nature. Ip another pidure in the fame ftylc, 
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a detachment of infiintry, placed in ambiifcade in a 
Ibrefty is furprifed and attacked by a fmall body of 
cavsdry, and fome grenadiers are diftingaiihaUe, 
whoy like the infrmal gods^ arp coming forward out 
of ^ cloud of fire and fmoke. 

A Holy Family by Kerfch, and my battle pieces, 
are, this yearalfo^ the only compcrfitions, which 
hzvp been exhibited by ftudcpts. Mine create great 
aftonilhmenty for no one can conceiveit poiBble, that 
the fon of that poet, who ponfecrates his lays to na- 
ture and to innocence, fhould be on qmvas at leaft 
a very Attila.- " How is it?" " Why is it?" 
every one epquires ; and I pan makp no other r^ply 
to this ftrange qpeilion than *^ Sp it is." Some 
amateurs feeiped to haye taken a fancy to fopie of 
my pi£tures» and I had flattered myfelf they would 
purchafc them } but when it came to the point, and 
monf^y came in quefiion, their admiration fuddenly 
yaniihed, and I did not think it worth while tp^hrow 
xay works under their feet* 

The drawings which I have fept you are fome 
iketches frpm fiatpre, whiph I Imye flightly cq^ 
loured* 

C, PESSNEI^ 
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LETTER XXXL 

8k GES8MER TO HIS SON* 

Zuridij April ai» I7S6* 

I RiECEiv^D both your letter and ypur 
4iawingSy my dear fon. Tome day$ iince ; the latter 
gave me infinile pleafure ; I perceive you have a 
true perception of pi£turiefqu.e obje6h» and that you 
know how to reprefent them with energy and feeling, 
without reftraint or tiinidity. I have ajfo obferved 
in thefe laft compofitiops a more detailed and deter- 
minate chara<^er and jfbrpi given to each object than 
in your former works. In fhort, I forefee with 
much fatis&^ion, that you will foon be able to add 
elegance and preciilon to the fpirit and force you 
already po0e(k. Carefi^I 0udies from the hioft 
efteemed works of art and from nature, and well 
finiHied drawings of particular objeAs, are the only 
means whi,ch will render you mafter of thefe de- 
Arable qualifications. The (bprt account, you have 
givep me of the exhibition, alfo affords me great 
pleafure; the praifes you have received will an!- 
IX^ate yop yrllh frejQi z^I, and I doubt ngt yoi| will 

K4 . ma]^e 
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make the beft ufe of the cenfurc^, which have 
bee? pafled on your pidiures. I am pleafed with 
the fubjedls, you have made choice of; they arc 
grand as well as rich, and if the execution is equally 
goodi your works muft ceftainly have deferved the 
attention of the public. You are right not to dif- 
pofe of them at too low a price ; I therefore l^ope^ 
I ihall ftill enjoy the fatisfaftiop of feeing the great? 
eft part of them. 

Indeed, my dear foh, you muft alloWy that you are 
negligent to a niott unpaf4oi1able degree I you nevet 
will tell me if you intend going to Berlin, and wheri^ 
and how ? However, at all event$, I fend you fome 
ihtrodu£lory letters to feveral perfons refiding there. 
You tnuft by ^ll means g6 to Rammlj^r, for he 
would be vexed not to have feeh my fon. Njcolai 
and Biefter will receive j*ou with a friendly wel- 
come, and I advife you to dedicate the reft of your 
leifure to Chodowiecky. I condude you will n6t 
remain long at Berlin^ and that you will return fo 
Drefden as foon as you have feen the troops, afld 
whatever may be worthy of obfervatidn in the 
colle6iions of art. I think you would do well alfo, 
\vhile you flay in that city, to fliew fome of your 
beft works to the artifts andconnoifieUts, who fefide 
^here. 

jFeer has been returned httt Iprne days; he i? 

i>ow, 


powi in every feafe of the word, a man of diftiii. 
guiflied merit ; he defires to be remembered to you 
in the mod friendly terms. I dare fay you flatter 
yourfelf, that you are fometimes the,fubje(% of our 
couverfation* Let us know as^foon as you can, at 
what time M^ Graaf and you propofe fetting out on 
y pur journey to Switzerland? 

S.GESSNER, 


im 


LETTER XXXIL 


C. GESSNER TO HIS FATHER. 


DrsfdCDy April ziy I tS^ 

It is now fome time, my dear father, 
fince I wrote you in full detail all my realbns {<x- 
refigning my propofed journey to Berlin ; but th9 
ktter containing them, which I moft flncerely be- 
lieved I had put into the ppft with fome others, I 
Ibund in my pocket to-day. ] beg your forgivenefs, 
snd return you a thoufand thanks for your propofal, 
which is in all refpe£ts very tempting ; hut although 
it would be a very conliderable gratification to me to 
fee the gieat Frederick, and' the manoeuvres of the 
Pruifiap army, although I have th^e moft ardent 
dcfire to become acquainted with Chodowiecky, and 
the reft of your friends, who inhabit that city, yet I 
feel myfelf irrefiftibly detained here by my ftudies 
at the gallery, from which I Cannot, bear to lofe a 
minute of my time, and by fomis works which are 
not yet entirely finiih^d; befides whiph I (hall 
iliortly have an opportunity of viewing the military 
manoeuvres performed on a gran4 fcale by the Saxoii 

tropps, 
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troops. Thefe are perhaps fufficient rearons to de« 
ckle me to remain here ; but what adds to them an 
if refiftable weight, and is in my opinion a fufficient 
recompenfe fqr all the advantages which might have 
refulted firom my journey to Berlin, is the coUeAion 
of antique ftatues which is now open. 

This colle&ion, which contains the plafter models 
of Mengs, wasat length opened to the public two 
days fince. I was one of the firft to vifit it, and 
cannot defcribe the ailonifhment and pleafure T 
experienced on being, for the firft time in my life, 
furrounded by fuch fublime obje£b I words cannot 
exprefs my fenfations at that moment. What beau ty, 
what majefty, what grandeur is containeid in the fta- 
tues of the heroes ! and in all how much expreffioq 
and foul I The heads of Antinous, of Mercury, of 
Apollo, of Venus, and of Niobe, created in me a 
fpecies of delight, which no ohjeSt ever yet occa- 
fioned. They are perfeA fpecimens of grand ideal 
beauty, yet they are replete with truth and nature* 
Thefe charming figures feem to live and breathe; 
the fable of Pygmalion, who, fixing his eyes on the 
ftatue which he had juft completed, fancied he ob* 
ferved in it a flight degree of animation, and conjured 
the gods to give it a foul, muft have been verified in 
die authors of thefe immortal produ£tions. I think 
I fee thefe great artifts contemplating their own 
works, thefe wonderful models of beauty ; I con* 

' ceive 
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ccive tlie aflonifhment they mud feel at their own 
talents^ and the admiration (uch a creative faculty 
inuft excite in theiiii which apgtears to i|s an alrnoft 
(apernatoral power* 

In the group of l^aocoo]!, how noble, yet how 
terrible, bow natural is the expreflion of the moft 
apxuzing pain I all the mufcles ^re extended, and 
all the nerves contraded, yet nothing is exa^er^ted^ 
pothing is diiguAing, and the jniagiftaticxn of th^ 
fpe£tator is ftill'at liberty to add Something to tb^ 
labours of the artift. Then in the lovejy group of 
Cupid and Ffyche, all the graces qf that beautiful 
fi£tion are united in the compodtion which repre- 
fems It. The more I examine thefe wopders of the 
arty the more my admiration increafes. The ipV- 
initable exaftnefs of the proportions, which atone 
contributes fo large a fbare to the high perfeftion of 
thefe models ; the peculiar beauty of the detail, and 
the union of all in an harmonious whole, muft have 
been the refnlt of great exertions* Previous to the 
attainment of fuch perfedland admirable excellonq^, 
the artiils who compofed thefe fublime produ£tiot)S 
mull have poffeffed the living image in their fpul, 
and had it condantly floating in their ipind. , 

After fludying tliefe mafter^pieces of art, how in- 
ftpid are our modern afFedled Graces and coquettiih 

Ycnus'^. 

I livcc^ 
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1 lived entirely in this magic world, into Whicli 
1 had tranfported myfelf, till yefterday, when I 
found at M.Graaf 's the portfolio of an artift who is 
juft arrived from Italy, The greateft part of the 
drawings contained in it are fiudies from nature ; 
in looking over them my defire to vifit that divine 
country was renewed with frefli ardour ; and the 
promife, which your laft letter contains of gratifying 
my wiiby is a fiivour, for whi':h I cannot feel too 
grateful. 

It is now very certain, that M, Graaf willaccona- 
pany me into Switzerland, and we fliall probably kt 
out in the courfe of a month. 

C. GESSNER- 
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LETTER XXXIIL 


i* GtSSKfift TO HtS SOl^* 


Zarlcb« May 24^ tjt^^ 

Xlow happy you have made us, my 
dear fofi, by aflurihg us that M. Graaf will pod- 
lively ccfme ifito Switzerland with you ; you muft 
arrange your departure fo that you may be here be- v 
fore we go to Siblwald, which will take place ifl^ 
about a month. We think of nothing but the plea- 
fant life we fhall lead, when you are with us, and 
each tries to render his ^ncied pi£ture the mod 
chearfuL We are already taking you to the fum- 
mit of the beautiful moumain of Albis,i and con- 
ducing you into every co;rner of our hermitage*. 
Henry Teems to be the mod ingenious in inventing 
nev\f amufements ; your mother and fiftef are not de- 
ficient on their part in providing fuitably for the con- 
fumption likely to t<^e place in the cellar and! 
the kitchen, for your mother knows u$ all well 
enough to judge how far thefe ingredients will be 
ceceflary to our paftoral happineis. 

The 
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The realbnS} which induced you to give up your 
journey to Berlin, afforded me great pleafare ; they 
are founded on a very proper calculation of wliat 
may be moft ferviceable to you in your ftudtes* 
Continue to employ all the time you will remain at 
Drefden with the fame fcrupujous attention, par- 
ticularly thoTe hours, you ipend in the gallery. 
With your brufli in your hand fiudy thofe works^ 
in which nature is feleded with tafte, imitated with 
care, suid reprefented with fpirit and charadser. 
With regard to thofe, the chief merit of which con- 
fifts in the compofition and the principal forms, you 
may be fatisfied with ufing only your pencil. I wifii 
you particularly to ftudy from Ruyfdael and Wou- 
verman, for you will find very few of their works at 
Rome. Do not omit to obferve in the latter how 
fuccefiful he is in blending elegance and corrednels 
of execution with animated and fpirited compoiition. 

Your enthufiaftic admiration of the antique^cafts, 
gave me very iincere pleafure. How fortunate you 
are to pofiefi that quick perception of beauty which 
will alio guide you to grandeur of conception in 
the ftyle you have chofen! The fiatues, which 
made die greateft impre^on on your mind, are con- 
fidered the moft perfe£l of all the works of the 
ancients, that now remain. 

If you go to the Saxon camp do not prefent your- 

felt 
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fcif thttc with timidity, but with a prtpct iegret of 
i^odeft ailarance, aiid always maintain, even witlf 
your fuperiors, an air of frankhefs and eale» Nd* 
thing could be more detrimental to your fucceis ia 
the ftation of life in which yoti are placed, than to0 
great a (hare of bafiifulhefs ; and none but a fodi 
would fo far miflake moddly as to huflable IdaAH 
too much in the eyes of others. 


S*GESSNER. 
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LEtt£R XXXIV* 

C. GES8NER TO HIS VATttER* 

M • Gvikkf and I were on the point 
cf fatting off on otir journey, when he unexpedl- 
cdly received a commiffion from the court, which 
will detain him here for fometiitie. I could willingly 
quarrel with every one I meet, hut that, I anl afraid, 
would do no good* Graaf 13 now feated before his 
eafel from morning till night, that he may £nifh his 
work as foon as poffible, for he is ftill fully deter« 
mined to accompany me y and we do not give up 
the hope of joining you at Sihlwald towards the be- 
ginning of Auguft. How I anticipate the pleafures 
of the happy life we fhall then enjoy; Graaf is as 
delighted with the thoughts of it as I am myfeif, and 
you cannot eafily conceive how he daubs their Elec-^ 
toral HighnefiTes in his hafte to be gone^ 

Laft week M. Zingg^ myfeif^ and L » , who \t 
juft arrived from Rome, fet out on a rambling ex- 
pedition to draw from nature. We vifited again # 

X with 
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With increafcd pleafurc,thofe romantic fpots, which 
I had before compared with the landfcapes of Ruyf- 
dael and Everdiiigen ; and we filled our portfolios 
chiefly with ftudie& from tree» which were diftin- , 
gnifhed either /or pi6lurerque form or majeftic 
iize. M. Zinggf contrary to his ufual cuftom, 
finifhed his drawing^ on die fyoU iti^ Indian ink, 
and he was better fatisfied with them than he ever 
exprefied lumfelf to be with any of his own produc- 
tions ; indeed thefe drawings defer ve to be numbered 
amoDgd his beft. 

j|^_ is alfo a landfcap^ painter, and excek par- 


ticularly in compofition. He formed liis tafte Iff 
Italy, where he paffed two years^r'Stit I think hit 
works indicate rather a laborious' application thait 
real talent. They are painted in a pleafing ftyle, 
but do not appear to be corre<ft imitations of nature. 
The trees are of grand forms, and are graceftfUy 
rounded at the extremities, but they have no dif- 
tin£tnefs of character Can this be what is called the 
Italian, the grand (lyle of painting.^ Grand Tl maybe ; 
but «ven fbould its merit be proclaimed by the found 
of a trumpet, in order to raife.its value, I (hould never 
be feduced into admiration of it, I do n6t fee it 
either in nature or ip the works of thofe very few 
artifis, who give faithful reprefentations of nature, 
and whofe Cmple and' unafleAed imitation of her 
beauties bccafion fuch real pleafure. 

I have 
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I have t)een returned from the catiip about a fort- 
bight. I wds well mounted, and met with fome 
ofiScers whom I knew, therefore I had every thing 
1 could wtjQi. I WSt^ ^uit^ in tny )blement there ; 
I always followed the movements of the troop, 
fometlmes befofe arid fometimes behind, according as 
the evolutions and manoeuvres required. I confefs 
1 was a little alarmed the firfl; time I faw th^ faeaty 
cavalry make ti chifge. The grounid trembled un- 
der me ; the clanking of the (words and cuirafles, 
and the lioUow found of the hoHes tmmpling on* the 
Earthy formed a diicordant and terrific tioife like thai 
of thuhdtr^ when it rolls vrct a deep arid natron 
valky, or between the clefts of rocks* 

This iigbt convinced me how infinitely fuperiot 
HI point of truth» are the works of Boigognone and 
Rug^daSv. in whkh all Is iStioh and fpirit, to the 
oiljier battle pamters, I have fetn; I muft even 
'^ve them the preference in thefe fabjedts ovet 
Woiuvermah, who is fo great in aii clthex^. This 
Ivas a nherit peculiar to Ruber^s alio ; in his htntitig 
tne<$es fbr example, every thing is alive attd in mo- 
tion ; moil, dogs, faorfeS) eveiy object is full of fixt 
and adtion* 

C. GESSNER. , 
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LETTER XXXV. 


S. 0£SSK£1L TO HIS SOK. 


Sihlwald^ July 6, 17S6. 

How dilatory you are, my dear fon, in 
acquainting us of the time when you and M. Graaf 
are to fet outj We have now been ten whole days 
at Sihlwald, and you do not yet malce your appear- 
ance i We have many times fancied we heard the ' 
horn echoing among the mountains ; for you wiU» 
no dcubty announce your arrival by giving u$ a (pe- 
cimen ef your new accomplifliment ; but hitherto 
our expectations have beendifappointed. You muft 
however be aware, tbs^ the expofed fituation of 
Sihlwald will not allow us to prolong our refidence 
here later than the middle of Odlober. I intreat 
you, my dear fon, to haften M. Graaf, and let him 
enjoy no peace until you are both on your journey. 

I dare fay you have &ithfully put in pra£Hce the 
refolutlon you had formed of profiting as much as 
poi&ble from the gallery, and I anxioufly hope that 
your iludies from the valuable originals it contains, 

have 
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have not been confined merely to flight and rapid 
(ketches ; that kind of copy could only aflbrd you 
imperfed: ideas, which would not be of eflential fer- 
vice to you in fuch works as will require to be par- 
ticularly diftinguifhedby the merit of the execution ; 
and the confequence would be, that in this point 
which is fo neceflary.to you, you would lofe rather 
than gain. I am told, that every one obfervesin you 
a lively and fertile imagination and a coniiderable 
fhare of talent ; but every one agrees alfo ia wifh- 
ing that your works were painted with more care, 
and that more attention were beftowed "m the finifh- 
ing. I wifh you to remember the following maxim, 
and let it ever be prefent in your mind while you 
are ftudying, namely, that an artift ought to be neg- 
ligent only in appearance. Obferve attentively the 
work& of great mafters in any flyle ; and, for ex« 
ample, as thefe are the moft celebrated in yours, 
obferve the beft pldures of Wouverman or of Bergi- 
hem, and if you find occafionally any figns of neg- 
ligence you muft at lead remark how rare and bow 
trivial they are. 

Juft at the moment when I was clofing my letter 
I received yours, which was full of very pleafing in- 
telligence, excepting only the delay Which muft take 
place in your journey. Endeavour, however, to 
haften your departure as much as poflible, that you 

L 3 may 


m^y yel odjoy Sihlwald (or a few week^ in al| it 
beauty* 

I am happy to find you were fo well fatis6ed 
with your vifit to the cainp» and for my part, I am 
not lefi fo with ypnr laft pi£kurcfque excurfion, in 
which you had fuch gopd companions^ You have 
pow bad opportunities of feeing and obferviog dif- 
ferent methods in this ftyle of painting, and the 
comments you make on them appear to me to be 
juft and well founded. What is qdled the grand 
ftyle is nothing better than quackery, if the truth 
and chara&er proper to each chjtCk be (aorificed to 
attain it ; a painter ought certainly to chufethe moft 
beautiful forms in natiire, and thofe beft oaktdated 
for a pidure, he may add to their fize and even im- 
prove them, but the diftinguifhing charafteriftic of 
each objedl iho¥ild neveV be changed or exprefied 
indefinitely. We will talk more pn this fubjet^ 
when we are together ; endeavour therefore that o^r 
meeting may take place very (hortly. 

S. GESSNEI^. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

< 

C. CESSNER TO HIS PARENTS. 

MUao, JuAC2> J787« 

jExciLB I am again £eparated from you^ 
my dear parents ! The buftle of die journey, and 
fome pleafant days pafled at Bergamo in the houie of 
M. S ■*■■ f with whom I could almoft fancy myfelf 
at home» prevented my feeling fo forcibly at fifft, 
the pangs of this fre(h abfence from you ; but now 
I am alone, and nothing but my ardent defire to fee 
Rome» and feb? ftrong motives which induce me 
to go thither, could foften the painful fenfations, 
which oppreft my heart. Neverthelefs I aflure you, 
my good and worthy father, that I am fully fenfible 
of the neceffity of my refidoice in Italy ; and the 
tender parting blei^ng of the heft of parents, by ap- 
proving of the profeffion I have cbofen, has impofed 
on me the (acred duty of labouring to the utmoft of 
my power, in order that I maypradife It with credit 
CO myfelf and my family* 

• 
I arrived at this place yefterday evening, and iball 

h 4 leave 
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leave it to-morrow morning* M, O-*-— of Berg«- 
amo, accompanied me here, and did not leave me 
till he had engaged a good poftillion for me, who is 
to take me to Rqme. Therefore, I travel alone, 
find as in converfation I do not expe£k to find a 
greater fund of refoprces in my foit-\)oy than in his 
inules, I have purchafed a very handfome {bag dog 
to be my companion, and I hope that in a fhort time 
we fhall be very good friends^ 

As I ftay fo ihort a time at Milan, I ihall not fxy 
much about thi$ city, or rather I will not fay any 
thing, 

The route, by which I came to Bergamo, de- 
lighted me extremely, although I crofled the Splo- 
gen during the moft fevere weather. The grand 
appearance of this mafs of mountains riiing one 
above another to the clouds, this gigantic appear- 
ance of nature, which I now beheld for the lirft 
time, made me forget the cold and all the incon- 
veniences of the road. I contemplated with a de- 
gree of pleafure mixed with horror, the foaming 
waters of the Rhine, which were rolling beneath 
me at the foot of a frightful precipice. The roar- 
ing of the current, added to the diftant rumbling of 
fome avalanches were the only founds which inter- 
rupted the mournful filence of winter, and rendered 
it ftill more terrific. 

J regretted 


153 

' I regretted very rauch on this occafion that I 
could not draw any of the obje£ls which prefented 
themfelires ; for in thefe romantic regions it is im- 
pofiible to detain the horfes for any length of time ; 
I therefore purfued my journey down the fides of the 
CardinelleSf and after travelling fome hours I found 
myfelf in the fertile plains of Italy, furrouaded by 
all the lovelinefs of fpring. 

My poney performed this painful journey as if he 
had been born and bred in the mountains. I felt a 
great degree of regret on parting with him, and had 
I not been certain, that I difpofed of him tp a good* 
mafter, I fhouldnot eaflly have confoled myfelf (or 
the lofs. 

There are fome good pictures difperfed about 
Bergamo in the churches, and altliough they are in 
very bad prefervation, yet in fonie, one may difcover 
a greatnefs and boldnefs of defign. The colledlion 
of a Count Petemelli contains fome fin^ landfcapes 
by Tempefta, fome battle pieces by Borgognone, and 
a fmall Correggio. But the objects mod worthy 
of particular attention, are fome fculpture and orna- 
ments in the church of Atfano, a fmall town in the 
vicinity of Bergamo. The figures are of wood, the 
defign is in agrandilyle, fuUof expreifion ai.dfplrit, 
and the draperies are difpofed with grace and iimpli- 
city. vTbere are alfo fome ftatues ia oiarble, which 
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if I do not mtflake, are reallf very fine* The pulpit 
i$ Aipported by tl)ree figures in the ftyle of Caraocif 
which have as m^ch grace as their attitude and dcf-- 
tination can admit of. The proportions are main-* 
twined with the uttnoft exaSnefs ; thr tendon of the 
mufcles is exprefled with a proper degree of ftrength, 
but not exaggerated, and all thofe parts in which 
the bones projeft, fuch as the knees and elbows, aro 
indicated with perfeft truth. The able artift, who 
executed thefe figures, was a native of Bergamo, of 
Xh^ name of Fontani. 

C. GESSNER, 


* 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


d.jGBSSNER TO HIS SON. 


Zurich, June 1 39 1 7S7* 

You will receive this letter at Rome» 
iny de;ir foo; thrice welcome to you be your arrival in 
that city 1 You arc now admitted into the/anduary 
of that art,.to which you have voluntarily confecrated 
yourfelf ; you will there fee its moil fublime pro*- 
4u£tions. Thofe monuments of the moft aftonifb* 
ing efforts of genius^ and of the utmpft perfe£):ron 
pftafte— thofe admirable works, the fight of which 
will at firft humiliate and difcourage you, but oply 
to create in you afterwards the higheft emulation 
and enthuiiafm* Thefe great artills were but men ; 
but always refleft how they muft have laboured 
to attaiii the excellence which you now obferve 
in them. If you mean to continue as you have 
hitherto done^ only to follow the bent of your 
genius, there was no neceffity for your v^^tiiu; 
^ome. • ^ 

T'here, no dpubt, the wonders of art, the beauties 
/ of 
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of nature, every thing, in (bort, is calculated to ex- 
cite entnufiafm and develope the mind; but look 
over the hiftory of artifls in former centuries ; ob- 
ferve alfo thofe painters who are ftill living, who 
have raifed themfelves to fuperior eminence ; coUefl 
all thofe of difFerent nations, who like you afpire to 
reach that goal which our predeceflbrs have attained, 
and who approach it with hafty ftrides, and learn 
from them with what continued eflbrts and unre- 
mitted labour that artift muft purfue his profeffion 
who aims at perfeAion. You will doubtlefs occa- 
fionally meet with fome fiery fpirits who only ad- 
vance by fudden leaps, whofe fenfeleis vanity will 
not fubmit to a regular though troublefome progrefs; 
but yon will always obferve, that by deviating from 
the right path they get farther from the objed inftead 
of approaching it, 

lx>fe no time in beginning your ftudies, and let 
the principal one be that of the human figure, under 
its nu){l beautiful form ; bellow particular attention 
alio on the harmony, truth, and delicacy of colour- 
ing; copy detached groups, fingle figures, and 
fometimes even parts of figures, but in thefe differ- 
ent iludies, always proceed with unremitting dilt- 
^ .rice and fcrupulous exa£tne6. In a word, exert 
yourfelf to the utmoft, for you have no time to 
lofe. 

Write 
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Write to vs as foon as you catl, and tell us what 
were the firft impreffions which your refidence in 
Rome produced, and how you were received by our 
friends. I am particularly anxious to know your 
(pinion of More. We have received your letter 
from Milan, which gave us infinite pleafure. We 
were happy to learn that yon found fo good a hiafter 
for your horfe; we felt much interefted in the fate 
of that poor animal, and are equally fo for the faith* 
ful dog diat was your travelling companion ; give 
him a tender embrace from us, as to a good friend, 
for he was truly fo to you. 

We are all in good health, and your friends de- 
fire to be moft kindly remembered to you. May 
the moft High ever guard and preferve you in 
health ! 

S.GESSNER. 
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Letter xxxviii. 


C. GESSKEK TO HIS FATHER. 

liwie,J*nei5,'T7i7.' 

^ Xt is now jToine days fince I arrived ri 
Rome, after a fafe and very pkalaiit journey. I 
immediately haftened to vliit my friends, LtpSy 
Ketfch» Tifcbbeirti and Tri^L The latter re- 
ceived me with the '^Tordiality of a tto» Swi& I 
fottnd Kerfch in the antient houfe, ^h'\<ih was fer^ 
merly occupied by Mengs ; he leads a folitsEry ttie 
there, entirely removed from every thing that can 
dtftafb him. My viilt occaiionefd him an agree- 
able furt>rife, notwithftanding he had long and im- 
patiently expected me. What I felt on firtt enter^ 
ing this^ celebrated city ; what I ftill feel—- in- 
deed it is impoi&ble to exprefs it, f(»r I am ftiil en- 
tirely a firanger to every thing that furrounds me^ 
and bewildered in the amazing variety of obje£b'that 
every where meets tny eye. Yet I hope my fen- 
fationa-will not always remain in fuch a confufe^ 
ftate. Kerfch and many others tell me 'that they 
experienced the fame kind of Qonfufion when they 

firft 
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firft caihe to Rome ; ^nd in fa<^ it is this fupet^butl-* 
dance of fentin;ieats and ideas with which I aimoft 
feel opprefled at theprefent moment, which promifes 
me in fature the moft peife£l; enjoyment of thofe 
prodigies of art which abound in this city« 

Immediatdj after my arrival I was induced to 
vifit ^St. Peter's, by a proceiEon which was goiflg 
to that church ; the immenie Concourfe of peo(^e 
wiiich was crowding towards it from all quarters^ 
made me apprehenfive that I ihould not be ablef ta 
remain in it wtthout being ftifled ; but to my great 
aftonifliment I found the church fo far from full* 
that on examining that vail fpace, In which I was 
com^ratWclyalnfoft a nonentity » I was feized withd 
fort of rttligious fcrror. Divine fervice began at this 
lafiant ; folemn and majeftic mafic echoed alortg the 
vaulted roofs of the edifice ; feveral thoufand perfons 
waited in iilent and pious expe&ation for the bene- 
diAion of the holy father, who with arms extended 
towards heaven, feemed to convey 4t from the throne 
of the Deity, and (hed its benign influence over the 
muhitude. ^I felt myfelf tranfported beyond the 
limits of this earthly boundary^ and in the pious 
emotion of my foul, I alfo fliould have fallen on 
my knees if other obje£b had not roufed me from 
my ecftacy. But when I recovered my caknnefs, 
I caft my eyes along the immenfe nave, in which I 
ilood, furrounded as it is with a quadruple row of 

pillars. 
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pillars, when I beheld the coloflal magfiitodc of thi»' 
edifice, not lefs admirable for the beauty of its pro^ 
poitions, aiid the perfe£l harmony of all its parts^ 
than for that fublirae grandeur which ahxiod terrifies 
the imagination, I was again overpowered with 
aftonifhment and awe. The fenfations I felt were 
as new to me as the cbjeds which infpired theiii ; 
I had no idea, that the fight aloneof bold and majef-^ 
tic archite£lare could have produced on the mind an 
impreffioh fo vivid and delightful. 

I cannot yet give you inly very interefting details 
of Rome ; thave feen a great many things, and yet 
] have feen nothing. One of the firft ftudies, which 
I intend to purfue here, is that of Romaa biftory^ 
It is here, that one fhould read what the Romans 
have done. I intreat you, my dear parents, to allow 
Henfy to come to me, before I, leave this .city ; he 
will receive more pleafure and infiruSion from a 
-journey hither, tlian he would by travelling over all 
the other parts of the globe. 

Ail your friends defire me to' aflure foxt of their 
efteem and lincere affe&ion, 

C. GESSNER; 


Idl 
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LEtffitt txxit.: 


C. OSSSNE&. TO HIS FATHEjk* 


Rom^ Jute asy i^87» 

I have; at' hii fhct i^itfi a lodging con- 
vdtstently fituafcci for paiiitihg ; I have an cxteiilivc 
View froiil my windbw, a good light, as it laces ih6 
flbrth'y atid'. be(ides fhis, the advantage o( being (b 
ti^zt i6 $af>lef, that we can converfe from ou^ 
Wiffdoftrs; i am mticli pleafed at being inch Hear 
. heigi^bdun* , Sab'ipt 1^ a man of great merit in evety 
fdjbt^y s^rki his chara^ef is as eftimable as his talent 
iiT6^t€At; in addition to ^'his, he pofle^ a qu^i- 
Acatloh which doe^hot dSminiflimyefieem &r nimi 
E^ fAiokeft. Hisf pi£lfures/ which he calls.conver- 
/ati6ti"f^bc^y afe painted with extjutCte taAe, ihd 
atiitt hit holdnels of the Itaitiaii fc^Ool witb the de« 
italte p^ficlfling and fine colouring of the Flemi^i* 
There are alf6 in the houfe, whiclr he inhabits, foorie 
Frepch artifts who appear to me to have very iii* 
ptflot ttitfit ; (b yoa tdt I aoi furrounded by artifts^ 
sffid have fiifiEic&cht choice to form a very agreeitble 

M I have 
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I have already paid two viCts to the celebrated 
Angelica KaufFman ; (he received me in the moft 
obliging manner. She is indeed a woman endowed 
with Angular taleat, to wbiclvfi)^ joins the utmoft 
diffidence. I Taw at her houfe fome beautiful por- 
traits; (he gives a grace to the turn of her heads, 
which feems-j^coltarto hcrfelf f her rtyle is delight- 
ful, and on this point (lie certainly deferves all the 
praifes which are beftowed on her. Yet, notwith- 
ftandiYigallm^ admiration for her talents, I do not 
think fhe can be placed In. the fame clafs with our 
Graaf. Her heads of men, at leaft, cannot b^ com-: 
pared with thofe of that artift, who touches, them 
with fuch a bold and firm pencil, that his works 
partake of the beautiful charafier of Vandyck. 
Angelica ufually leaves them undefined, glazjng 
them with foft and feeble tintsi wl)ich in other re- 
fpedls produces an agreeable cSe&,. and fycceeds. ad- 
mirably. 1 mufi: confefs, thatlp her female heads 
it is impoflible to defire any thing more graceful or 
fafcinating. E)^cufe me,*my dear parents, for havn 
ing Ventured to pafs any cenfure on the vypr^cs of 
this Celebrated paintrefs, if however that may be 
called benfure, which is ah impartial comparifoa pf 

the merit of two great artilts. 

«• •• 

r I was received with much politenefs by counfellor 
Reifenftein; I found him employed in giving a 
poliflx to 4 pidilre, varnifhcd with wax i I had by 

this 
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this ilieans. at! opportHnkyof obft^vmg the; whole 

operation ; for, exoeptiiigi the>prefiariitii9n of the cxh- 

iours, he^dods not conceal; any: part of Ua proceft. 

This is the whole detail ; after he haslinilfaed :bis 

piflure^ which appears as dry and dull as a painting 

irf body'xolonrs^ M.Rdfe6ftetn; lay§ orer it a 

thidc laytrof.meliaed.iWaxiy tmequaUy^fpi'ead over 

the Wbokrf iwivon !.Ae wax: i» cooH ifib pkoestfhe 

jp6bavcii(m ish eafel^ andjnilbs over jtfeveral tiai^ 

%iidin )different:direift]OQs^ a fort of /hoUifw: ihorel 

with a (hc»tiuirKlie wl^ch>is fiilodwstfa hot:citidcrs ; 

this^opeiatioir re^feisihe utnEkoftattentjonyhecaafe 

tte'i^attivaft be heated only as nuicb as isjaeceffliiy 

tO'dseli:^ itwithDorfoiarQingv in order t0^^reaclit 

eqtiiill<jf over the wfadk pidure^ and at.Iaft».lo render 

ItfMt^fei^'toooftb wi&acYarQifkii^bniihl -* ^ 

- Rdfttifltiii is (b fare, by expenence,iof tibedala- 
btlity'of this kind of painting, which in&d is not a 
new iiivention, although it mull not be daflbd wiA 
that kind, called encaullic/ that accovdingto him 
rieitkerthe fun nor damp can produce oa it the 
flighteft change. I do not yet know very decl- 
lively whether allcokurs will bear this proceft* nor 
wliich of them will £bnd it beft ; neitfier am I 
dloitmgidy perfuaded, that the lOtteration itfslf:it ia* 
falKUe ^ at leaft I remarked in one laod&sqie feme 
tones too brilliant foi^ the dHbmces, aiid otbecs 
wliich I think wb«ildi»«e been mor« tnua^a^rat 


164 

ill oi) painting. It aUb aqipcars to mft, that tlie dafion 
•f the wax depend very rp-ncb or choocc^and d^ 
tlie let^ inattention ntay deftrey the labour of fe^ 
veral mondia* 

I wa& invited to dihe^ with RoifenfteifK.at M* 
Haclocrt^ who treated «s witb tht inagnificQixee of 
a pnnoe* The reputation, and . eeinl^neaiKly ihe 
ttftrit of an avinfty are thiiigi notto.be difpmted. wim 
be pofTtffiis a large fortune^ for in fucb a. fitaatiofi^it 
II ?eiy eafy fiw biin to zrtogM a dagroC' of 8i}tbo«> 
aiiy, wbieh i|»one is IndiifedLtQ coatnft.vJUi him. 
fd. Hadunt ditenotfeemtafaninfenfiUe o£ Ml tke 
ndaan^cs* which bfa i:idifiafpffQBtttthlnu Tlheiam 
mam* Jkko&if^t table, a& wett. als the meiil of tbofe 
whocukhiaMtjhnat* AmongftwhonftNeiolaiXil^cf 
real talent underwent a yery rigorous examination. 
^ Kadfenft^aodid fifstSwi tjofaaftdnv hi& appaibiion 
oa evfity^opnicMi that; .War gijreo biy o«ir b^ft; h^ 
even eontiiivedaft iottrodnce aiort of eonspicifoix bo- 
tiaeea ^iinoto QfiM.|]iKkfarta0dthoCei.<ilfe^ 
«lber paintaB,. aqd did ifr^io a^manorr l« .^Aimir 
tB§aoa(B. to the ferinm:^ that when hei aftttewardk 
flwwadnsibi^ pootfiblio^l^ as skym^g man^caqnld not 
pndae any other, oaurie than either id admire oh be 
tteot. 1 dio& tki^ latteOr as Ae hsft csdcadalmbtD 
hoef m^ oufe of afiirape withontforfeittn^ my flcMiki 
Bci^ orkfipgf the fiivaiifof i> iaifionlBiit atpentoof 
age, b not tUi the beA oaethod to. cnfiiri ffuuxA 

in 
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in the world, particularly in that part of it, which is 
denominated the great world ? 

I went yefterday with I^ps to Raphael's villa ; 
we entered the retreat of this divine artitt with a 
fort of religious refpe£l ; it was a fan£luary in our 
eyes. The archite£tural part of the1}uilding is very 
fimple, but the room in which Raphael ufed to fleep 
is enriched with fome charming paintings in frefco. 
On One fide of the walls he has reprefented the 
nuptiahr of Alexander. aiid Rexami ind facing it^ 
foroe groups of fiajimg Cvpidf • £v9» th^ ceiling if 
deuoialddwith tbe m^ft faiacifol crifaiioBaiof ht»lriii/ 
poetic ima^nafjoii. It i» t6 be regretted, ihal thefif 
bboilnfEri paintiitgfraro dasnagfcd in fomto pat^^ ^win^ 
xa the fgBQvakicfe of the^^opriefors of ih^ IliMife wb«r 
baVe<iUowedittobc^tl!Kife(idencii;of ^rgfHFd^iier. H 
^focfeate^ foirep, degree of pailn^.tO oMbrvoy i nft <>4 
of tboitelliont ^Mplkti)! of thdibruiftl:fetR#s{ iM^ 
mfl'nnig:d0edmtion» «f ai . p>fettfnded« fiilgUfti ffMrdtii^ 
Irkfi^its biibcbsy its gr«Ve9, ln<^ iV idiiQ^iMMvf 
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C.GfiSSNKKN 


.♦ . '. 




M3 


166 




LETTER XL. 


S. GESSNEK TO HIS SON. 


f *■•• ♦• 


. , . Sihlwal^, July 17, 1787. ,^* 

^ : ' Upon my wordy- my dear foaiv yoa 

kisep your ^itnnifes like a maii of honoiir } your 
htMs aref the ddight df our JlWe; and like, bees we 
know how to e^tra^la very fweei kind o£ honey 
ftORi them ; thsit is to fay, niany obiferrations much 
to your adVadla^. I Temarkdfc with fiooere pita"*- 
Aire- in yoot Jafft letterv that-ybu^know bow to unite 
^clence'^Ai^th^ the H^eline&oF your fenttmeirils^ 
ti4iich I'bdvebeen abltf toobferve in Tour behaviour 
towatdt iSacka-^and Rfifenflein.. This line of 

ft 

•ondu^ 4s^in fa6^ the only one that, can .be purfbed 
with people of that cbarader. There is a widedrt^ 
ference between a bafe flatterer and a man who^ 
witht>Ut'ctifnnihtuig his own dignity, has fufficient 
prudence to avoid oflending the felf love of others; an 
error which many are liable to, and particularly feve- 
ral artifts^ whoeith^r by a fooliib vanity, or io confe* 
quence of a defeAhre education, injure themfeWes 
by unneceflarily creating enemies. In the choice 

of 
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of your fociety, my" dear Ton, be alwiiy§ tauVipui 
with regard to the chara£ter and morals of thbfe 
with whom you wiHi to be acquainted, th^t top 
much confidence in the folidity of your owii prm^ 
ciples may never lead you to form imprudent cpn- 
tieidons. A man of depraveil fentifneiits tnky fiave 
brilhantand even 'amiable qualities ; he . ihaybi 
pofiefied of diftinguifhed talents'" and^^extenfiva 
knowledge; but rt is predfely thefeqtiaritie:, whi^H 
render him more dangerous as an' acijuaintanci:. 
The only method you could adopt with a itiatf 6f 
that defcriptiori would be to dd juftice to Iws talents 
on everyoccafion^ but to avoid intimacy with 1iim, 
We feel truly happy at the' good rccepfidn ybu have 
met with from our frieirdSk- The'miniier, }n Wbicfl 
you have charadlerized fqme of themprpves a juS 
dtfcriminatbn, and gave me great pl^a^t^l ^*CQuW 
not wifti any thing better 'for you than your vicinitv 
to-Sablct and the otliir French' art^lls * ;yt)iir* ac- 
quiiihtance with them will tend i!o ovei-come thofej 
unibclal prejudrces wHlcR tob often forht a' barrier 
between the Germans and the French, a W^ill alfo 
furnifli you with opportunities of improving in a Ian- 
guage,*^hc^ knowledge of WhfcB will evek-Beuftfurtp 
you. Theatcomplifhmcht of fiioking, which'Sabiet 
unites with his other aetfCiircltacnts,\i^tto?'dotibtr 
great merit in your eyes : much good may it do you 
botV-i nevertheleft be wife, and keep on your guard. 
In fuch a climate as that of Italy, the practice of 

M 4 fmoking 
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fino)cin( muAlie^l you vcrY^con^der^bly \ heat oc-^ 
•aTioni thirft ; jn flxpr^ ^y cJiiW, reiq^mb^ that 
ft^H the inoA robyft ^ul^.nat trifle iirith tbci^? 
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How fpttu^wte you «c la h^tve i|\ct ^ith f^ 
(QaQy friet^fb, whofe talents 9nd enthqiiaftH: ^dflfiit 
T^|iQ,a of tbcir art will cf^ntinua^|Jy e^citiq yo^f ^f^ 
^ li^ct^^h jqns ^i^irity ! I an^ fi^ly iicrfiMidc44 
tli?t y w will <^raw foiw profit from every thUig 
i^9}^ Om CQi|;\tribqte tp; yovjr impr^YcniCAt. Xjot 
^ of jpui: firft ^i^^ b(P t^o piroQure th* w^n^ 
ejFi|u4yiflg the fincft hqriC^frorp i^turc j fpr t j^^ 
^ifc ypu s^^^ys tQ ^Iwc ^ the ftudy of I]at^re in 
Ifcferenpc, yet tipt to ncgle d d^lerving in <l^gwa; 
f^gUem the bqft u^opq* <:^ giving e^ch oiye^^ its 
|f(r^^i;|r dwj^ftar. I wiiCt ypu fo inform;! roc qr-? 
^SUlfl^^tiliWjf wb^t plw yoii intend to ptjrftje :iOj 
Jo^^ ft^4iw; tpU i^s allaof ypKV 4oincftijc ^rr^utige- 

9l<(ots> wb^thw yw ^ «ilwc or wljji piii; fr^d?; ? 

j[p f^u^ dp 1191 be fp^S^ 9f XO^;c dj?taiU,r fcff every 
^iqgil^fr^jas.u^ 
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, l^iC^ jjfjif fecp Mquff^.apd w you gleafcdw^th 
hillOii X^ ^ (owe jfArtif:xdzx$^ ^iicerwg hWi ?M 
life aixnt MevcK and Kdlla» - 
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tETTER XLI. 

C.X^$$K«S, TO HU FATHSiU 

Home, July iS, 17^7; 

I AM at this oiQment arrived frooi 
TivpUj to whicb place I went with Troll ; and I 
have brought wi^h me a £sw drawings* although tht 
e^effive heat of the weather would not admit of ouf 
pj^i&ng the whole time in drawing. Trippel aod ( 
teve formed the proje^ of going to that deligbtfid 
ippt to pa^qt; {torn Bature, but not till the ^rqal 
b.e^ts *re. overt . 

At Tivoli nature wears a. heavenly ^SpeSi. 11i^ 
views, which every where ftrike the eye, are all 
-finilhcd pifturcs, which, remind of the compofitipns 
of I\)uffin. The tein^e of Vefta, one of the fined 
ruins that c^n be beheld, and of wliich you have ^ 
model in your peflefSpn, is fituated in the gai;dcn of 
the inn, where alt the artiAs take up their abode« 
There they afiemble at noon to dine under arbovrs 
coveted with Vines> and mee^gatn in the lame fpot 

at 
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at night. In this place, enjoying the refrefhing 
coolnefs of evening under an unclouded iky, the 
time is pafied in fpc^ and feftivity, animated by all 
the vivacity which artifts may indulge in ; and on 
this clafEc ground, in the vicinity of that Tiber, 
which was fo dear to Horace, and of Mecenas's villa, 
the recoUeAion of paftages adds to the charms of 
the prefent moment. 

The feilival of St. Peter was celebrated to-day ; 
find on this occafion the princes and nobles difplay 
tlie utmoft magnificence ; they go to church in 
fee moft fumptuous equipages, drawn by horfes 
fupfetbly decofatfed. The pope's troops follow, wtio 
^o not make fo brtlfiant an appearance. The ca- 
valry parades rii the moft grotefque confufion ; one 
has only' ftockings, while another has boots that are 
not fellows; the horfes walk as ilowly as if they 
were dragging the plough ; in fhortthe whole fqrms 
aTpedacle as novel as it is ridiculous. 

V In Rome one frequently ,ja)eet^ with the n^oft 
llriking contfafis ; by the fide of the fineft produce 
lions of painting ani architeflure, you often fee the 
moft difgufting fpecimcns of bad tafte; in one (p©t 
all the pomp of opulence difplays itfcilf, cloie t(> it 
all the miferies of poverty obtrude themfelves on tb? 

eye-, 
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eye; in tke ftreet^ -fcetn^f whofeiwryaTpeA ai^>ab 
the' foul, lie on .the threfhold of palaces, &c. . i 

. The moft beautiful part of this fefllval is the 
lpe£bcle which clofesthe day ; and indeed all Roino. 
looks forward to it. with anxious expoSUtion* la 
the evening the cupola of St. Peter's churdi is illa<* 
niinated. There are torches placed on the ba- 
luArade, which are lighted as foon as it grows duik; 
the fignal is given by the found, of a bell, and in an> 
inftant the whole cupola appears in a fianie. The 
colo0al mafles of the e^hurch and the other build*, 
logs which furxound it, illumined in various ways, 
by this imoienfe mafs of light, prefent a ipeffaple of 
the mod fingubr and ftrikjng nature.- - Thctmultiw 
tud^i which crowds frona every quarter to behold this, 
£gbt| produces a-numberof whim&oal gronps which: 
are: varying every ininulte. They feem to undulate 
like waves, at onetime lUuminedrby :the mod |viyi<t 
br'^htneis, at anothef Lo& in total; obfcnrity. At* 
midnight a fup^^-b firework, played ftptn the eaftle^ 
cf i^t. Angelo in honour, of. thct^tciiimph- of the 
ctiurch, tettninatesiwith -becoxaiii^ dtj^iaity the fefii^:. 
-^itie^of tbe.day^ 
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But all the feftivaU.and :^11 die fireworks indie 
world would never afford me half the gratification I 
exfigrienced frommfyifit to-More* Hehadnot* 

• « indeed^ 
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mietit teiibrt to etmrtrk long irith iM, when 1 
called on hiaiy but I wai folly nArompenfei by being 
attowed to remain in bis ftudy quite at my eafe* 
FMir pifkorespartfcubrly |lruck me; thetv^ftrft 
leprefent a {unriie and a fonfet; the third a temr* 
peft at fea, .ctf good colooring.ai«} the moft tetrifiei 
^«flk&; the fourthy the delngei. In the btternoM 
thimg is fetm hat Iky ami water, and a few. ixscfcCr 
vhicb bene atid there appear; yet die combtnatum^ 
of ciJaiir peiMiuces altogether a ftriking effeiSt A 
pi£kure rBjHX&nting an eruption of Mount Etna^ 
j^cofed me baft,' althoagh it pollefies infinite nMritY 
bfljit a ma£i of Ere akne,^ without the concurrence of 
dtber objeds to intemspt tbe uniformity of tt& cc^-' 
lottir, can never, I chinfc, excite gre^ intewft^ m^ 
produce a liery ft^ong impreffion* More exeitte 
princtpoiiy in coEoiBiiring ; the eye re^fe^ witd f^a*' 
fare on his faeautiiui ikies wliich boaft a tmly^ aeriel 
mn^acency^; his. tborougb knowledge 4rf^per(f»e£6fd 
eMblesMm to prodnce tbe moft enchanfing bar4 
snony in his- landfeapes; bis tpces^are chara^erif^d 
with perfeAtruth ; his water is^briliiant aifid limpid^ 
and for a Jandfibpe painter &i6> figores are yery to- 
lerably drawn. It appears to me, that the mamne? 
in which he glazes his half tints contributes ma- 
teiisDy to* the beauty of his cokwmng^ 

» 

, lbcfin.«a feei^myieif at h^mein^lUs cityv SAi^l^ 

dcgr^c^ 
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4^rees becooiti SiG^dumed with thebe^lfties vAiiA 
t^ery part ofei^^o my ey€8. Sooti niter my strH^ 
I wtint to £ee 'die gallety «f pidnfres belongii^ t^ 
pAtktst Borgbefe. The noft cdebr^ied f kftune tit 
this <rotle£ikm is the entombtng of Chrlft hj R»« 
|ihiet. The deTign, compolitiofi, aiidal^iiiexpreffitfe 
deamefs of colotiring^ haveind«K^ oonnoifiasrs^td 
clafe'this exqiti^ painting with the fiiieft prodkxs 
«fOAS df the aft. A fmall Madooa witH the jnfiast 
Jeftis, and an angel t>n each fi^ helping a tor^h, it 
wcH known to ydviby the drawing of.it whkft Lipl 
ftfit you; themoft esEqinfite grace, and an tnpvd^ 
fioh of ▼irgin klnodence, are dtll^fed o^er the coim* 
fenatioe of the mother ; and Ae ch3d is not infetidf 
tn beauty. There are alfe in thi&eolle&ioci femd 
¥ery fiae TItians ; tbefaeadof'O&rfidr^aia par<« 
ficttfer» ctaims atlmiration, and while coftteinphtttsg' 
ks escelliencr, eten fome <:hatniing Vandvdc^ 
which are near it lofe their attraSiott* If TJebM 
had muted the drawing of Raphael with the magic 
of his colouring he would have been the firfl: painter 
in the world. 

My mind filled with the higheft cxpcflations I 
repaired to the Sedini chapel. When I entered the 
building, I thought the ipirit of Michael Atigelo 
appeared before me in majeftic grandeur, and filled 
me with profound refpeft. What a boldneis aud 

fine 
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Are of in^vitim i$ dirpbyotlia ibb. j^rdafe of the 
ifsA JudgmetH ! .The dead appear, to be aftually 
xifing from . the .earthy and dtfeng^ging. tbemfelves 
jrom their winding ibeets» to rife. in varied groups 
toward heavep.. The fped)ator/i$ feized with terror 
fna beholding the daipned precipitated into the 
dreadful abyisi whAc)ippen& its jaws to receive theift* 
What animation and richnefs in the cooipofitipn 1 
and in what energetic and ti^rrific forms the work of 
deftru&ion is (iSered tothe eye I This-paiming» con- 
iidered in ^l pcMnts, is perhaps the greateft effort of 
the art ; and in hSi who can <be compared wMh 
Raphael and Michael Angelo? The fame gteat 
genius alio difplays itfeif in the decorations on the 
walls and ceiling of the chapel^ although under the 
moft varied forms;* yet the fame grandeur and 
£mplicit)& of outline i^ervades the whole of thefe 
works^ which, in a great meafure approaches the 
ideal beauty of the ancients. 

C, GESSNER. 
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,» •' 


- > 


Rome, Aug. I, 1 7S7. ^, 

The gallery 6f prirtce Dbria contaitis 
ainon^other valaabie ptf^tires, three Claades which 
are efteeaied fomeof the befl ptodutSktoiis of this maf- 
tcr: and alfo fomeof the fiiieftof Pouffin ; the Flight 
into Egypt is one of the three firll. The Holy 
Esubily is repofing by the fide of a rivulet which 
flows through ^ foreft. The fetting fun fpreads a 
globing tint over the trunks of the trees, and its 
rays pafling between their branches are refle£led in 
the wktdr, which produces a very lingular iIlu(ion. 
The dark colouring of the trees contrafted with the . 
brilliancy of the &y, which appears through the in- 
terdices of the foliage^ adds to its effeSt^ and gives it 
akaoft the appearance of fire. This picture prefents • 
every varied tint of green» yet the moft perfed 
harmony reigns through the whole. The trees are^ 
finely drawn, and their forms well chofen. The'^ 
fccond piftttre is a funlet, in which that orb is Juib* 
finking into the ooeaa; a charming painting repUt«^ 
: . with 
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with eikSt. The extent of the water occupies 
more thaA half the height of it, and although it ap- 
pears all of one coloar, and perfc^y calm, yet the 
eSA produced by the rays of the fun refleded in 
different ways from its furfitce, and by the progref* 
five gradation of tints which mingle with the iky in 
an aeriel vapour , extendi tb^ limits of the horizton to 
the diftance of feveral miles* Some majeilic rocks 
Ibrm a barrier to the fea on one fide^ and fome large 
trees occupy the foreground. The fubjedt of the 
third is morning i» its earlieft progrefs* A lake of 
tranilacent water is ^ged with tufts of trees, thraui^ 
the dark foliage of whieb, fome mountains are 
▼ifible, which dtielt into a gfey diftance i a>l the ob*^ 
je£U appear tinted by the frefli vapour of morning* 
The foregrotmd is orliatmented with fome beautifiil 
arcbntefloral buildings, and the whole is fe higUy 
finilbcd as to be a perfe& iUdfioa. The compo«- 
£tioti, the ehoice of obgdfls^ every part inifiiort Js 
of exquifite tafte, and even iri^tho fniaUeft blade «f- 
gpifk a ftriA attention to nature is difGernible. 

I have already told you, that this colleftibn c6n-» 
tains two landfcapes by Pouffin. Some iketches bf 
this artift and fome engravings from his pidures, ia 
marly all tlmt is known of his woiks in Gsnamff 
and thofe who. jtsdge of bis talems from thefit ^peci- 
siiens,. m'ttft in h& foppofe bnoi a manonerift^ paf« 
Mi^arly when, conatpardd witb Cktiide LomaOe* 

But 
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j^'t tbofe of his * pictures, whick are-finiflicdy 
are replete with an exquifite feeling ifiif the heaift* 
ties of nature ; and in compofition, he irnn^timcs 
rifes ta epic fuklimity. He has neither a foperior 
nor X rivaL Claude poffeiOres the. unfirfinable 
charms of chearfulnefs and elegance. Pouflin ha$ 
more grandeur and dignity. Claude is the Corregio 
of landfcape painters, while Pouflin is the Michael 
Angelo. The former furpaffes every one in excel- 
lence of execution ; but many works of the latter 
are particularly admirable for a true and vigorous 
colouring. But to return to thofe of his pidlures, 
which enrich the Doria gallery. One reprefencs a 
ftorm ; fome fliepherds are haftily coming down an 
excavated road, and driving their flocks towards a 
foreft, which appears to be violently agitated by the 
tempeft. This painting contains a fire and energy 
peculiar to itfelf, and fear is imprinted on the coua* 
tenances of the figures with great truth of ex- 
preffion, 

I have this moment received your excellent letter* 
of the 17th of July, for which I have been long in 
anxious expe<^ion. You en(]^uire after Meyer and 
KoUa ; they are perfpps diilinguiihed for their ta« 
lents aod induflry. I have feen fome heads by them 
in the manner of Seidelman, which might well fuf- 
tain a comparifon with thofe of that artifl. M. 
Trippel even gives them the preference in point of 

N corredlnefs 
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contStticb in drawing. They live together in thi 
inoft perfe6t harmony^ totally feduded from the 
world, and very frequently work togedier indtf- 
criminately on the (ame performance. They both 
return you many thanks for the imereft yon &el for 
%em. 

C. GESSNER. . 
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l^ETTER XLL 


C. GESSNER TO HIS PATHBR. 


1 AM continually changifig my lodg* 
lilg ; r am jull going to take pofleffion of a new one* 
Sablet and I have hired a pretty little houfe, in which 
we are to live together. We are to be our own 
cooks, hoofekeepersy and butlers, and each' of us is 
to take the charge of the houfekeeping alternately* 
Sablet has initiated me in the art of turning the fpit^ 
and of bafting the meat with the gravy, and my 
progress already does credit to my m^^en We have 
an old woman to ai&ft us in the lefler details, and we 
live together like two friars in a doyfter, only with 
more pleafure an4 chearfulnefs. I am certain, my 
dear ^her, you would be delighted with our little 
arrangements, and you would do honour to our 
dinner. I have befide^ another advantage ; from the 
windows of my apartment I have an uninterrupted 
view of the country and the vineyards which are feat* 
tered over it, and I can ftudy Ikies and trees with* 
out going out of my houfe. This will be very ufe- 
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fal tome in many refpefb. Sablet is fond oford^, 
«nd is a good economift, and on this point he gives 
me fome good advice ; he alfo obliges me always to 
converfe either inVrench or ItaHatt. Drouet has alfo 
a fliare in our ftudy ; be is a very amiable young 
Frenchman^ who paints htftory ; ^md Mr. Denis, a 
very able Flemt(h landfcape painter, lives clofe to 
our door. Every evening we have an afiemblage of 
artifh, all men of talent, which forms quite ^n aca- 
demy, we laugh and amqfe our/clve(^, and chatter 
like magpies op the arts^ and we arc^ as happy as if 
we were in Paradife. 

Yet, notwithftanding I feel fo comfortable in 
manyrefpe^Si I am often deje^qd and difcouraged, 

t^ben I confider all the difficulties which are ftill to 

• ' . . . • • 

.t)e conquered, before I oan rife even to mediocrity 
in my art ; and if I did, not feel coniciousi that my 
.whole foul is engrofled by it, that through the P^a* 
4ium of th^t dioTK I view and ftudy nature ; if this 
xefle^ion did not give me fpme <iegree of confidence, 
^d encourage me to hope thaiC I was born a pAin^r, 
1 believe t ^ould de%air of ever becoming, ope^ I 
^aonot well account foi a &agpl3g change, which 
feeips to.bave taken place in me* I fisel difgufle4 
^ith the ftyle I have adopted ; tlie reafon nay be 
bocaufe I find but; few good moilels for it ia Romet 
and that excepting only the xnafterpieoes^ of the u^ 
cient artifts, the numbei: of which is very fmall, 

thers 


a tt : arc but few pii^ure^ in that flyle which, rc^ch , 
beyond mediocrity. At the fame time I am w/sU, 
aware how dangerous it is to deviate from one^^ 
own fphere; I have various example) before my 
eyes of young artifis^ particularly Germans^ who^ 
from being tolerably good landfcape pain^ers^ hay^, 
become very bad . hiftorical painters, and whoiur 
Head of delighting your eyes with beautiful views, 
and fmiling fcenes, dilgufl you with dropilcal Ve- 

nus's and contemptible Alexanders. M. , fo^. 

examplet who certainly pofieflcs Ibme talent, woul4 
have been far more refpe£table had he continued to 
paint his pig$,a ftyie in which he had peculiar merits 
than to daub over hiftorical caricatur^fs. How many 
painters Qudy llie antique without comprehending ir, 
and will never be able to paint any thing but flatuc^ 
dev6id of ibul and expreflion* For mypgrt, the 
fmalleft obje& in which lean trace nature, has more 
charms in my eyes than thefe mutilated and jnani* 
ipate compofitions, which neither intereft my feelr 
ings nor engage my attention. Both H. Roos and 
Serghem fiudied at Rome, yet each continued in 
that p:;nicular line which he had chofen. The for- 
mer applied himfelf to the fludy of landfcape, of 
works 9( arcbite£ture, and of the fine flocks which 
here prefented tbemfelves to his eye, and he becamp 
a great pinter. The other ioiitated nature wit^ 
equal corre&nds.; the mounuins which furround 
g^Cy the 9^aGff^G^i» which I livet ^j^atr to mt 
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every fine evening, as I have obierved them in Hk 
gifftures. 

In general, the matters of the Flemifli fchootf 
confidered as painters,, may, I think, without difad;* 
vantage, be placed in competition with thofe of the 
Italiah fchool ; and excepting only tlie very few 
great men who have adorned the latter, I fliould 
even give the preference to the Flemifli. Tlie too 
frequent negled: of colouring, and the ftudied ftyle 
of the Itahan mafters, makes the eye return with 
increafed pleafureto the natural fimplicity of the 
others. Yet it muft be confeffed, that the great 
xnamrs in the hiftorical line which the Italians boaft 
of, have united all the principal parts of the art. I 
admire above all, the grandeur and (implicity of 
their compofition. A fmall number of figures, but 
thofe carefuHy drawn and deeply ftudied, are fuiBcl* 
cnt for them to compofe an admirable pidlure. 
Every thing fpeaks and zGts; every part is full of 
animatioYi and foul. They never make ufe of fuch 
additions as are merely intended to fill up a fpace, 
yet no unpleafant vacancy offends the eye. On the 
contrary, in what modern artifts call great compo- 
fitions, the canvas is indeed filled to its utmoft extent 
with fome dozen of figures and an infinity of ac«^ 
teflbry details ; but thefe figures neither fay nor do 
any thing, and one feeks in vain in fuch an infigni* 
ficantaflemblage ferthat harmony and unity, wbidb 
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ddigfats the eye and engro£S» the mind. But, in^ 
deedy this is the great fecret of the art, and there 
are very few who are in pofie£Bon of it; to rife ta 
fo elevated a height, one ihoqld have the .genius of 
a Raphael, the creative imagination of a Michael An- 
gelo, and the magic pencil of a Correggio. When I 
read the catalogue of hiftorical painters, and obferve 
iiow rare are the inftances of real excellence, I ke\ 
very forcibly the abfardity of my wifh to depart 
from the line I have chofen. Befides which, thi$ 
Ayle is undoubtedly fufceptible of improvement. 

«A line horfe and a good figure, placed in a welU 
tfele&ed landfcape, immediately makes an agreeable 
piftnre, and it is my bufinefs to add life and intereft 
to it by introducing adion. Inftead of thefe 6h^ 
jefis, paint a cart horfe on a heap of fand. This 
^i Aure,if it be well executed, will always poflefs fome 
onerit, at leaft that of truth and nature ; but it will 
not be interefting, and will ever create regret thac 
fuch a fubje£l fhould have coft fo much labour ; 
tunlefs a Wouverman had treated it with his exquU 
lite tafte, and the natural graces of his. pencil, and 
thus made it a futgedt, that muft interefl the mind 
TS, well as attra<ft the eye. But, in my opinion, the 
art of chooiing obje£ts, and thatof reprefenting them 
corre£tly, are two principal requifites, the union of 
Yr})ich alone Conftitutes a great painter. 

i<4 Iiun 
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lafn Very'^fircnis^ my dear (atber, of:1tniDw!ii||k 
yoiar lAeas and deci&xi on thefe points, whkb are 
«£ fuch itiateriiil importance tome, although Ijfiat** 
fer my&lf I can alre^y ^efs your opiiiLO]!^. Tr^^l 
is, like me, convinced, that every one flibuU Gc>h« 
tinue firm tothe firft impulfe of his genius. E-- -" * 
tUb feakiimates my ardpur .for the ftyle I have 
-Mopted, and ftrongly encourages me to perlevere 
in Cfatrt: Utie, which I have hitherto preferred* 

. The ftody of tht hutnan figure, amd of anajtomy* 
will henceforth be my principal obje£l, at the fame 
time I ftiaU not negled working from nature and 
from the antique, and I fliall alfo occafionally make: 
ioRie finiilied ftudies from Raphael. Thus, by re^ 
dibvbling my e&rts, I Attter rayfelf I (hall be able 
to leap fome advantage from my residence in Rome, 
and to approach n^rer to the grea(t obje£t of my am«- 
liitioti, that of itnderiog my felf worthy, as an sirtift, 
I0f the title of your foa. 

« 

• .1 have many kind wiflies for you from Angelicaj^ 
..Ttippcl, Meycri ice, &c. 


C, GES$NER. 
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3LETTER XLIV. 


8.C|;SSKE|L TO HU SON« - 


Ali« your letters have reached us in 
Iafety» my dear fon, and it has given us great plea* 
fure to find, that you have made fuch good econo* 
mical arrangements with M. Sablet. Wcare equally 
fsnfible with you of your good fortune in being in- 
timate with a man fo worthy of your attachment 
lind efteem, and 1 know you both well enough to 
be ceruun, that the moft perfeA harmony will ever 
fuUift between, you. I have, received a letter fixnn 
him containing the moft a&£lionat^ exptcf&ons to<* 
wa^-ds you asr well as towards myfelf. I advife you 
to avail yourielf of his counfel on all occafions, but 
particularly in what relates to the management of 
colours. You will fee many French at his houfe ; 
that is an advantage with refpe& tothe lav^a^, 
which is abfolutely neceflary to you ; but you are 
already well acquainted with the charader of the 
(rencb ; the fii^olity and vivadcyi 16 common tti 
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the generality of that nation, often render them 
incapable of attending ferioufly to lludies which re- 
qnire fteadinefs. Many of them are very eloquent 
in their diflertations, but their worl^ are not of equal 
merit with their orations ; fuch as thefe may amufe 
yoo, but ought never to load you aftray. Keep 
firmly to Trippel and More ; they are neither elo- 
quent reafoners nor flowery fpeakers, but you will 
find them pofiefied of profound knowledge, and a 
pure fentiment of truth and beauty, which indeed 
Aey do not difplay In their converfadons, but Which 
always appear in their works. 

Take advantage as much as you can of the 
dutiful view, you have from your windows; 
ftudy the varieties of the day and of the feafdns, and 
the different accidents of light ; obferve alfo par-^ 
ticalarly the fky. You would do well to have al- 
W2^s about you fome Aieets of prepared paper ; it is 
convenient for flight fl&etches, and it pofiefles the 
advantage of being eaiily carried. You know what 
good cSkGt a well painted Sky produces on a land« 
fcape. 

I have received a moft obliging and afie^iionatft 

letter from the amiable Angelica, in which flie 

iays that it will give her real pleafure to be uGsful 

to you. Do iiot negled her \ for ihe is on all ao 
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Counts a woman of very faperior merit, and her fo^ 
etety muft be extremely interefting. It is (aid, that 
fhe (hews peculiar talent on the Harmonica ; have 
you heard her yet ? In all my folitary moments, I 
tranfport myfelf to Rome with you, and my heart 
is foftened by th^ pdrell delight, when I think of 
your good fortune ; and good fortune indeed it is ta 
find yourfelf, immediately on your arrival, fur^ 
rounded by fome of the moft efiimable characters, 
men of the higheft talents, who receive you with 
open arms« 

I was not much furprifed at the dge£tion, 
you mention, and the fort of difguft, you fome-* 
times feel towards the fiyle, which you have chofen ; 
in hStj I expe£ted it; in the firft place, becaufc 
not finding at Rome fpecimens of that kind, either 
in nature or in works of art, you are deprived 
of what might render your labburs more eafy to 
you ; and in the fecond; becau(e the contemptible 
arrogance and unjuft difdain with which an hiftori* 
cal painter, even of the moft mediocre merit, con- 
templates thofe who follow other departments of the 
art, may eafily make you wavering widi refpe£lto 
the opinion you entertain of your own. What 
you fay yourfelf on this fubjedl, is true^ well con** 
fidered, and exa£Uy in conformity with my own 
fentiments. There are none, or at leaft very few^ 

examples 
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exampfes of really great faiftorical painters wlio hav«^ 
Ibcvrn fuch an abfurd faftklioufnersi and many o£ 
them have even exercifed themfelves in other flylca. 
Whoever infpsres me with pleafing, lively, or ele« 
vated fenfatians by a good iinitatiott of nature, bo 
the obje£l what it may, furely deifrves my admi^ 
ration. Is not the fame of AnacFeon as lading a^ 
that of Homer ? Who does not admire tlie eclogues 
of Virgil almoft as much as his Eneid? £.vei» 
Tbomibn^ in his poem of the Seafoqs, ip which ho 
paints the varied fcenes of nature in fuch vivid co-s 
lours, is, at leaft in my opinion, a much greater 
poet than in his tragedies. I confefs, that in juftice 
we fbould give the higheft rank to that ftyk, which 
requires thegreatefi efibrts of genius and the de^ft 
fund of knowledge ; but bow few in this clafs have 
rifen to perfe£lion ! thoufands of hiftwical pidiures 
will be tsdcen from their places to make room for a 
Chude or a Ruyddaely or any other painter, whQ 
imitatii^ £iiithfully the moft delightful appearances 
of nature, or the peaceful and engaging fcenes of 
domeftic life, makea you feel indiderent to all the 
grimaces of a pompous hero, and attra£b your.at« 
tention by the charms, of grace and truth* Have 
courage then, my fon, aad let not what you have 
already done be loft ; continue in that ilyk, towhiclii 
ytmr natural genius indined you, and purfue tfbe 
plan which you . hive tS9ced foK yc^rfclf ; it is ai| 
■ > eicelleat 
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Excellent t)ne, and I would cm no ucconnt aiter ft, 
Perhaps it may be difficult for you id get opportis* 
iiities of ftudylng fine horfes from ftaturc, but yoai 
muft u(e all means to obtain them, yet withoiat 
negledling other animals^ which may be fcrvicc;rtrle 
to yoa in fcenes of a more placid 4ind. 

' lou feel dejeSed and diflieartened by the pamfut 
idea of numerous infurmoumable obftacles, WheA 
yoii confider the greater difficulties of the art ; yo^ 
t\re|l may, and! do hot wonder at it .•" your defcrip- 
flon of the pi(J\ures of Pou'ffin and Claude Ltnraiinv 
and your general opinions prove to me, that you fee 
^od feel the beauties of your art in their fulleft ex- 
tent ; but the contemplation oftbofe beauties ougTa 
only to encourage you to proceed with indefatigable 
zeaj, without difguiGng to yourifelF any difKculty, 
yet at the fame time without bfeing intimidated bjr 
ariy. Endeavour, by tbe conftant contemplaticm and 
uudy of nature, and the great mallefs, to elevate 
your mind to tliat point which may be con£dered 
fupreme beauty in the abllrad^^ you never will at- 
tain it in your works, but it will always tempt yoa 
to proceed farther. No doubt even Raphael faimfelf 
had n}oments of diflatisfa£lion, and his imagination. 
fre<][uently prefented to him more than his pencil 
could execute ; afenfation, which oertainly thofe do 
not experience, who place themfelves before ds€ 
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Apollo, bum a tune, and gaily begin to draw 
i% fancying that they fucceed to admiration in the 
expreffion^ when they have given it the air of an 
opera dancer ; nor thofe who fay of the fchool of 
Athens, by Raphael, ** Upon my word, that is 
pretty, very pretty, but rather too heavy j" and 
then taking out a pencil and paper, draw a few 
^* (pirited touches/' and are delighted with their 
own performance ; nor even thofe German geniuses 
who, crumbling to duft with a coloflal tread all the 
difficulties, and inwardly fenfible of their (Irength,^ 
rife with a rapid flight beyond all the rules of thcr 
art, and after all are nothing better than fools. 

Tell me candidly, what has been (aid of my land* 
fcape. You know that I endeavour to profit from 
intelligent criticifras. What doed More think o( 
it? You may now fay with fome certainty, whether 
a letter of recommendation to him would be of any 
fervice to you. Tell me what Lips and Kerfch aro 
doing ; remember me to them, and alfo to Meyer 
and Kolla^ The intelligence you give me of them 
aSbrds me infinite pleafare^ I^refent my kindeft re- 
ganib to Meflrs. Sablet and Trippel, and to Madame 
Kaufmann, and aflure them of my grateful efteem* 
But if, in reading this long letter over your ftew-^^ 
pan, you ihould forget to llir your fire, and let your 
flpeat bum : Alas, what a misfortune ! I think I fee 
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3»tl with your fli<n^cl in one band and your pallet 
in the other, ftraining your neck to look into the 
fauecpan. Farewell, 1 will not difturb you, and 
will only repeat, that I love you rooft aflfeaion- 
aiely ; your mother, Dorothy, and Henry, all three 
join in the fame affurance of regard, 

S. GESSNER. 


iXhhtsli, Aug. 30» T7^7* 

I AM, as well as your father, my dear 
fon, perfectly fatisfied with your condudl; and I will 
add a few lines to his very inftrudiive ^^id interefting 
letter^ which you will receive with your ufual af- 
fe^on» I muft always^ repeat the fame thing to 
jKHi; continue as you have begun. You were 
born with talent, for which I often return thanks 
to Providence with a heart overflowing with grati- 
tude ; but the ufe you make of this gift, your affi* 
duity in your ftudies, your noble ambition to render 
yourfelf worthy of your father, all this is your own 
merit, and it is for this that I love you with the 
moil tender aiFe£lion. I do not fet lefs value on 
that natural goodnefs of heart, and on thofe honour- 
able fentiments which every line in your letter 
difplay. Endeavour to add prudence to your other 
good qualities, and you will make as much progrefs 

in 
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i am rejoiced^ that you fllll feel fo diftant jfrbm the 
original you wifii to copy ; nature n^uft go itsordi* 
i?ary courfe, and I flatter myfelf that my children 
are very far removed from what the world calls 
pRxfigies. If Pouffin and Claude Lorrain could 
lee with what admiration and enthufiafm you con- 
template their works, and how humiliated anddiC- 
couraged you afterwards feel at the dlAance that is 
interpofed between you, they would no doubt fmile 
at their youthful admirer, feeing hint on the fame 
road which they had themfelvcs traverfed. 

• , ... • 

I beg you to thank M. Sable t in my name for 

baving taken you into his houfe. ' Since I have 
known the intimacy that fubfifts between you and 
this excellent man, I am much more eafy* on your 
account* Imitate his condu£k as an artid, and ha* 
iituate yourfelf froni his example to the pradlrce oF 
order and economy. But I muft hint to you by 
the way, that I think, notwith (landing all his eco- 
nomy^ he has a feal in his poflTeflion and makes ufe 
of it too, while you, when you feal your letters, 
are obliged, no doubt, to borrow a farthing from 
your old houfekeeper. I intreat you to buy your- 
felf a feal, and not to fend us any more epiftles, 
fealed with the papa! arms. 

Make 
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Make my beft refpeds to Madame Kaufman, 
and tell her how fenfibly I feel the kmdnefs with 
which fhe mentions me in her letter to your 
fither. 

J.GESSNER. 


«. 
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LETTER XLV. 


C. OES&NER TO HIS PARENTS. 


Rome, Sept. i, 17S7. 

This is the firft time, my dear pa- 
rents, that you have deprived me for fo long a time 
of 'the pleafure of hearing from you. I truft, how- 
ever, that you are all in good health. For my part, 
I begin to breathe again now that the heat dimi- 
niihes ; although it was almoft infupportable, yet I 
fuffered lefs from it than many others. Thegreateft 
part of the Germans, who are here, caught a fever, 
but 1 continue well and a^ive. Genelli, thelandf^ape 
painter, has 1)een ill ,ever (ince his arrival, and his 
diforder has obliged him to refrain almoft entirely 
from ftudy, which has been very detrimental to 
him, for it is more difficult here than at any other 
place, for a young artift, whatever talents he may 
poffefs, to make his way through the crowd, and 
turn them to fome account. Here are fo many 
ckver artifts ; befides which, at Rome as well as 
elfewhere, chance often does more than real merit. 
It is a great pity that Genelli's Ulnefs prevents the 

progrcft 
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pTogrefs he would otherwife have made. I faw a 
landfcape at his houfe, which difplays great talent; 
the compofition is good, and there is much grandeur 
of thought in the fubje6t. He and his brother 
both fpealc with great pleafure of the happy days 
they have pafled in your fociety. 

I am at prefent employed with all poffible appli- 
cation and attention, on the iludy of landfcape, and 
of the human figure, as I told you in my laft letter. 
Italy is perhaps, the mod favourable of all countries 
for the former, particfularly for the various appear- 
ances of the fky. Nature every where appears 
tinder fuch grand and pompous, yet at the fame time 
fuch fmiling features I The conibnt fight of this 
beautiful ftyle of nature, and the daily contempfe* 
^ tion of the highly finifhed works of Claude, and 
the grand compofitions of Pouffin, increafe my in- 
clination for landfcape painting, and excite me to re- 
doubled efforts to overcome the deficiencies in my 
execution. 

I alfo begin to lofe that reftlefs anxiety, which 
induced me to paint over my pidlures repeatedly, 
and often made me deviate from the right path. I 
hope I (hall foon retain no more^ than the fufficient 
quantity to give animation to my labours, and energy 
to my pencil. I now feel all the difference that 
exifh between that fire whichi like an heap of 
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ftrawy blades with brilliancy, bjut isfoon cxtiagaiih^^, 
and that which animated the beautiful colouring ot 
Claude Lorraine, which infpired Pouffin with thoib 
truly poetic ideas, and without which produdiiops of 
art muft ever remain iipperfefk. I am at prefect 
employed on a landfcape, lyhjch I thin^ m^y do a^e 
fome credit. 

The French ftudents h^ve juft opened their ex- 
hibition of pictures. There are fome ampiigft them, 
who this year have ihewp confiderable noerlt, and 
who may very fairly difputc the palm with the Ger- 
ihans. Their works prove how much they have 
profited by their refidence at Rome. I remarked 
among others a fmall plfture, the fubjefb of which 
is Jacob and Rachael^ by a young artifl; of the name 
of Gauffier. The figures are about fix inches high» 
.grouped with tafte, well drawn, and beautifully co- ' 
Iqured. The tack ground appears as if painted by 
a profefied landfcape painter, which I have not ob- 
ferved in any hiftorical piflure I have yet feen. 
The flieep are worthy of the pencil of Rocs. This 
pidlure is- remarkable for 4ts beautiful compofition, 
finecolouring, and pure taile. I have obferved fome 
good colouring in others ofthefludent'spidures, andl 
9Kq fome parts well exprefled, but in gen^eral fuch 
an exaggerated execution of the detail, that, even ii\ 
the fnoft quiet attitudes,"* ^Y^^Y ^^^^ ^^ fwelled, and 
prpjciSt^from the%inljkef cord. In fculpture, an ex- 
celteo$ copy from the antique deferves the mofl ad- 
miration : 


m 

rniration : It is a girl feated, and playing with dice ; 
this figure is full of nature, and the artift has been 
very fuccefsful in feizing the true expreffion of the 
antique. There is alfo a dyitig gladiator, which 
pofleQes fome merit in the execution ; but its ridi- 
culous attitude entirely robs it of the praife which 
it deferves. The artift was probably defirous of 
producing fomething new, and has given his gladi- 
ator fuch a piteous look, and turned up his eyes to 
heaven with fuch an air of contrition, that, inftead 
6f a brave and intrepid combatant, he looks like a 
pdor cobler in the laft agonies, recommending his 
dying fpirit to his Creator. 

M. Denis has juft finiifhed a landfcape, which 
does great credit to his talents ; he is doubtlefs onQ 
rf the firft painters in his ftyle ; he has ftudied ^ 
variety of Flemifh artiftsin his own country^ and this 
circumftance, in addition to an enlightened tafie^ 
is an advantage of great importance, even at Rome. 
He defires me to give you his friendly regards. ; 

» 

C. GESSNER. i 
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LETTER XLVI. 


S. G£SSN£S. TO HIS SON.. 


Zorich> Sept*. 26, 1 737, 

I REMARK from your letter of the 
ift September, that by reafoning yourfelf, and at- 
tending to the reafons of others, you are every day 
receding farther from the ftyle of painting, which 
you had chofen for yourfelf. But remember, that 
the day may come when you Will wifli to return to 
it, and that, ii\ order to be able to refume it, you 
muft not forget what you at prefent know. I ac- 
knowledge that if you can draw the human figure 
correctly, it will be immaterial to you whether you 
cover it with a uniform or with any other drefs; 
but for a battle piece, it is not lefs neceOary to 
know how to delineate a horfe with the movements 
and attitudes peculiar to that animal; this therefore 
is a fiudy eflential to you, and you mud perfevere 
in it. From all the conjeflurcs I can form, I pre- 
fume you will at length determine to follow either 
the ftyle of Wouverman or of Berghem, and adding, 
what indeed is no eafy tafk, more grandeur in the 

choice 
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choice of obje£ls, particularly in the figures. This 
ihould be your aim, my dear fon, exert jourfelf 
then to attain it. Take example from Trippel, in 
obferving and feeling thebeauty, the fimplicity, and 
the grandeur of the antique ; Audy the fecre& of 
colouring in Titian as well as in nature ; and in 
Claude and Pouffin, a great and noble ftyle of land* 
fcape. Do not either negle£l the Flemifli fchool, 
which, perhaps degraded by the vulgar obje& it 
frequently reprefents, poilefles nevertheleis the ex* 
cellence of a &ti&. adherence to truth and nature. 
I muft alfo repeat the advice I gave you once be- 
fore, of taking advantage of the view you have from 
your window. Make ufe, as much as poffible, of 
every efie£fc of light or interefting appearance that 
the iky may prefent to your eyes, and do not 
fuffer it to efcape without fome profit ; a painter 
can ftudy every where. I have fometimes feen 
artifts in^company, who, while accident prefented to 
tliem the moil beautiful groups^ and the light either 
of day, or of the candles formed the moilpi&urefque 
efiefts, were the whole tinfie converfing about 
the emperor or the pope, without paying the leail 
attention to what was under their eyes ; indeed I 
could have beaten them heartily. An artiil not only 
may, but ought to be, an artiil in every place ; he 
can be fo without making himfelf ridiculous, or in* 
deed without being even remarked. It is thus that 
I have obferved Graaf ihidying in the countenances 
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<!f&ofe he met in large pa]tie$y thofe tranfient tones^ 
and delicate Ibadesof colour, which athoulkndothei^ 
portrait painters never even perceived. 

I am very impatient to know whether yon have 
copied any .thing from Claude Lorraine, or fr6m 
Ponffin. 

Meyer's brother has an angel's head drawn 
and coloured by himfelf and Kolla, the fight of 
which gave me infinite pleafure. Remember me 
kindly to thofe worthy men« 

Tell roe exa£tly where your houfe is, that I may- 
find out the fituatlon of it in my large map of 
Rome. 

I enclofe a letter from our celebrated hifiorian, 
MiUler, to M. de Lucchefini, It contains a favour- 
Me recommendation of you, that you may by his 
means obtain admiffion to the prince Borghefe and 
his gallery. You fee, my dear fon, I omit nothing. 
Have you been introduced yet to. the cardinal de 
Semis? How da you fiand.with More? Do you 
fee Angelica frequently ? Do not forget my re* 
okfembrance to her, toSablet, &c. Accept my moil 
lender regards. . * 

S. GESSNTER. 
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LETTER XLVIL 

€»GE8SK£R TO UlS FATHEH. 

Marinoj O^ 27, 17S7. 

YotiR t\«'o lafl letters, my dear father, pro* 
^aced the betleffe6i p'offible on me. For fome t\m6 
paft my head had been fo full of ideas, that I had no^ 
clear ones, and in this confufion I wanted to acCom- 
pli(h tcx> many things at once. I wifhed to try my 
abilities fometimes in one flyle and fometimes in an- 
other; I felt my M^ea^knefs, and was diiheartened. I 
have now determined, and I ihall keep to my origi- 
nal ftyle, even if it (faould not be very fuccefsful to 
me here. The human figurit and latidfcape will 
now form my chief occupatiott,and 1 fliall not negle£l 
fuch models as I ca(n meet witli in Rome in thii 
ftyle, although they are very rare, and Ihall ftud;^ 
the art of colouring inceflantly. The works of 
Berghem and of Roos are the mcrfl numerous of 
that kiiid here, and theft; artifts in taft are the firft 
in their ftyle, although fubjeds of a more elevated 
nature excite a higher degree of admiration. 

I have 
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I have for tlie lad month been making little ex- 
curfionsto the mod piSurefque places in the neigh- 
bourhood of Rome, with a party of young artifls. 
Our equipage confiils of an eafel folded up like a 
flick, which may be carried in the hand; and a cloke 
bag thrown over the (houlder, in which we carry a 
camp ftool and a fmall box containing pencils, co- 
lours, and other neceflary articles. Thus equipped, 
we gaily traverfe mountains and valleys, not unlike 
a caravan, halting wherever a beautiful view, or a 
piAurefque objedi, or a whim, or an inn invite us 
to take a dittle reft. In this pleafant manner of 
painting from mature, one's portfolio gets filled im- 
perceptibly. Mine is already well ftored with ftudies, 
the greatefl: part of which I have painted in oil. 

Profcffor Moritzalfo joins our travelling parties. 
He defer ihes with his pen, and frequently in a very 
happy flyle, what we (ketch with the brufh or pen- 
cil. His ext/cnfive knowledge of the hiftory and 
literature of ancient Rome, renders him the very foul 
of our party. He often reads to us p^flages in hiftory, 
which prefent to our minds at each reniarkable fpot, 
thofe events which have rendered it memorable ; or 
clfe he lecites to us the defcriptions that the Roman 
• poets formerly wrote of the very places over which 
we are wandering. Thus we enjoy both the prefent 
and thepaft, and our days flow on in a fpecies of en- 
joymenty to which, nothing that my life has hitherto 
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•Bbrded mc, can bear ihe fllghteft popipartfon. AU 
bano was the firft place at which we ftopped. We 
had traverfed the plain celebrated for the combat be- 
tween theHoratii andCuriatii ; and numberlefs other 
places, which jiad witnefled great exploits, had fuc- 
ceffively paffed before our -eyes, when at the break 
of day we arrived at Albano. We ftopped at the 
ruins of Domitian's villa, when Moritz opening his 
Juvenal, reld to us the paflage where that poet men- 
tions the enormous fifli that was brought to the 
emperor at this place, and which boafted the honour 
of having received the deliberations of the fenate on 
the fauce that was proper to be eaten with it. We 
made many drawings here, and I even tried to fketch 
the ruins of the amphitheatre. The profound 
filence of this deferted fpot, the refleflions which 
prefent themfelves to the mind on the former gran- 
deur of this abode, the ruins covered \yith briars, the 
well illumined maflcs which wore the moft pidiu- 
refque appearance, all thefe circumftances combined, 
awakened my moft lively feelings. I took my pen- 
cil, and immediately made the drawing which I now 
fend you. 

We afterwards continued our journey to the Vol- 
fcian mountains ; th|s bad accommodations and^ ftill 
worfe food we met with in this country, were fuffi- 
cient to overfet our good humour, if it had not been 
^>roof -againft every evil of this kind. For feveral 
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days t6g€th€t, 6ot principal mcils v^tri tbttipoftd of 
cbefnuts, which Vft rballed ourfelves^ in the {bidi 
ot zh inviting grov6, or m fotne beautiful iiieadow. 

* Gut only confblarioti wsis good winfe, Which fortu- 

* nately has n^vef failed. However we continued to 
fing and danbe, notwithftaiidirig all our bad far6. 
In fome places the inhabitants looked at our bur- 
lefqne equipage v^rith great eyes, and v6ry innocently 
took us for trdafure hunters; for it is generally be- 
lieved by the eoihfrioh peot>le, that a prodigious quani 
tity of treiifure liesburied in this part of the country. 
This idea diverted us very much, and we played a 
▼ariety of tricks to confitrti this fufpicion, which, 
however, our anxiety to vifit the ruins, and colle£l 
any remains of antiquity very naturally excited. 

Near Aricia we faw the wood formerly facred to 
£)iana. A wall now enclofes thefe ancient trees, >ind 
no one can be admitted without permiflion from th6 
prefent poflcflbr, which however we obtained. It was 
evening, fuch an evening as you fee only in Italy : . 
the moon was rifing in the hoH2oh ; the iky was de- 
liciouily clear ; the wood was a perfect folitude, and 
filence reigned uninterruptedly over this augaft 
ihade. The gigahtic trees fpreading high m the air 
projected grand maflTds of ihadoW, and uniting at the 
top forihed ^ vaulted toof^ the majeftk: obfcurity of 
which was bctafidnally hitefrupted by a iay of the 
itoooh. We ftrayed through the wood really im- 
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pnffki with a religious awe.^ I returned. the fol- 
lowing morning) and fketched fome of the fined 
groups of the trees> with the intention of fending 
them to you. 

4 

From the point of Monte Cavo we looked into 
the midil of the Appenipes ; pn the other fide we 
had a view of the fea, and the whole of Latium, with 
Rome in its bofom, lay extended before us. For- 
merly a celebrated temple confecrated to Jupiter, 
iliood in this pidturefque fituation ; it is now in 
ruins, and a monallery occupies its place. The 
beautiful view, which prefented itfelf, and thip 
animated recitations of Morltz, had tranfported us 
to the brilliant ages of antiquity, but tlie appearance 
of the monks in their black drefles, bearing a death 'ff 
head on their breaft, foon deflroyed the pieafing il- 
lufien. A ftorm, which fuddeqiy c^me on at 
the fame tim^, obliged us to feek ihelter in the 
cloyAers. There, every thing that furF0undc4 
US appeared melancholy aud uninviting, and we 
were beginning to lofe our gaiety when the fun- 
beams darting through a cloud, reftored the magni- 
ficent fpe<5iacle which l^y beneath our feet, and 
which, now illumined \ti the mod favourable npn- 
ner, appeared adorned with increafed brilliancy. 
Our fpirits returned wi^h the fun, and we even be- 
came reconciled to. the iponks, who had at firft fa 
Wrongly ipccitfi4.wr Wi?*. fe. mvft be confeffcd, 
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that a firaTI dinner, affifted by ibme excellent wine^ 
contributed fomething to the change in oar fenti- 
ments. 

We are at prcfent in the little town of Marino, 
where \te fhall yet remain for a few days. We 
have taken up our quarters with three old maids 
who are very devout. We are obliged to pafs the 
evenings with them, and to liften very attentively to 
fome legendary tale or edifying hiftory, with which 
their memory is abundantly ftored ; and in order 
not to be dubbed heretics, we are forced to tell our 
beads with them. Fortunately we' have obtained 
permiffion to tell them in German, fo with this pre- 
text we mutter any thing that comes into our 
heads. 

In the church of St. Barnabas m this town are 
two pidlures of Guercino ; one placed over the great . 
altar reprefents the martyrdom of the patron of the 
church, and the other in the cloyfters, that of St. 
Bartholomew. The latter is admirable for the co« 
touring, but the figure is flayed too much. The 
piflure of the Holy Trinity by Guide, is in the 
Church of that name. This fm,all town is cn- 
Kvcned by the refidence of fcveral Roman noblemen 
who pafs the fummer in-its environs. The pretty 
tilJas, difperfed over the fopt of the high hill on 
wliich the town is built, give it^pieaiing and lively 
appearance. 

la 
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In this journey I have made acquaintance with 
an hiflorical painter of great talent, M. St. Urs of 
Geneva. Our friendftiip uras quickly cemented ; it 
viras pleating to us, even in the beautiful plains of 
Italy, to converfe together of our native country. 

4 

You aflc me in your laft letter, wl;iat has been 
faid here of your piflure ? I have not yet Ihewn it to 
many. Rcifenftein alked meto lend it him for forae 
time, and feems delighted with it. Madame KauflF- 
man and Sablet appear equally pleafed with it. 

I do not limit myfelf merely to the name of 
the place in which we live; but as a little mi- 
niature garden partly furrounds it, and forms a very 
pretty view, I fubjoin it to my letter ; you will ob- 
fcrve the little covered arbour; we fometimes break- 
fad in it, and often pafs our evenings there. 

C. GESSNER. 
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LETTER XLVIIL 


S. GESSNER TO HIS SON. 


Zurich, Nov. a6, 1787. 

, How long your letter was comings my 
dear fon ! Do you know, that you made us wait for 
it twelve whole weeks ? I defire you will not teaze us 
in this way again. We heard, by means of a letter 
from Lips to one of his friends, that our excellent 
Kerfch was dead of a fever, and this intelligence 
caufed many an unhappy hour to your mother* 
, Thank God we are now relieved of our anxiety, by 
the good account you give of your health, and of 
the pleafant excurfion you have been making. I 
reprefent to myfelf, with great fatis&Sion, the 
happinefs you have enjoyed during your travels, of 
which you give us fo animated a defeription. Such 
a union of artifts, full of imagination, fire, and 
fpirits rambling together over the mod beautiful 
country in the world, to make ftudies of its mod 
interefling fituations, mufi certainly compofe the 
beft poffible fociety. What reciprocal ..enoourage-? 
ment and emulation muft arife from fuch an af- 

femblage i 
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fcmblagc! and when you all tncct together at t^ 
expiration of a day fo well employed, what a free 
and unreferved ftrain of pleafantry mud enliven your 
evening rcpaft ! 

In your ftudies from nature, you feem to he enr 
gaged more in painting tlian in drawing. The 
draughtfman is inattentive to the colour of objeds^ 
becaufe they are ufelefs to him ; but^ in your cafe» 
colouring deferves your attention, as well as form. 
In painting, it Is eafier for you to reprefent pbje<^ 
in a true and charaderiftic manner, and by thajt 
means you ei^fure a thoufand advant^g^s which lie 
is deprived of, who can only introduce into his .pic- 
tures pold and uninterei^ing iJrawings. '^ 

J conclude that ypur principal occupation thi^ 
.winter will be copying|^nd ftudying at the acaj- 
demy. I ani impatient to know if you copy, and 
alfo what you copy. In landfcape, you arc now 
fufEciently familiar with nature to be able to judge 
what painter has been moft fuccefsful in reprefent*^ 
ing it, and in what parts he has (liewn moft merit. 
Yoij may thus regulate yourfelf in the choice 
of your models, and I wi(h you to applyv princi«> 
pally, this winter, to the ftudy of landfcape painters; 
for by attempting too many things at once, you will 
acquire only confufed ideas. Befides, this przStict 
>vill be of infinite ufe to you, on the return of 
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fytiti^f M^htti fd^ Will begin t& WOtk zpiti ftbm 
natufe, by facilitsiting thbfe fttidifes. In thbft h^urs 
Wh^sn it is hot pbiSible fdr you tb p^idt, yoa ihonld 
apply yoarfelf to the ftudy of thehur&^n figutt (totn 
the fincll fubjeds. No one can ^ive you better ad- 
vice on this Matter than IVippel, Sabl^, and your 
hew friend St.Urs ; cionfult them, and if by chance 
tbcy ihould think, that you would db better by ap- 
plying principally tb the fttidy of the human figure, 
^ being the moA difficult, lexliort you myfelf to 
fdlbw theif advice. It is of the utmoft importance, 
fhat you ihould have one particular ftudy, be tht 
bbjcft what it may, that you ftiay be wholly cn- 
grofled by it, ^hd follow it clbfely, and withbt^t 
many impedichents ; fbr that is tbe only way of 
snaking any real prqgrefs. The refolution you have 
fbfmed of adhering to ybut original ftyle, is quite 
tomfbrmable tb my wifhes* Ybu are aware how 
'ttany objei^^ it embraces, and you ought to form 
your plan accoYdiilgly. 

t hope, alio, that you do nbt neglefl reading feme 
jgbcfd authors ; above all, 1 advife ybu to reacKSrecian 
ihd feoman hiftory, the beft Italian poets, fuch t$ 
Taffo, Ariofto, &c. gobd Italian tranflations of the 
tocient poets, Hbmer, Virgil, Euripides, and So*- 
Jphbcles; and the works of Mengs, which are the 
l^tk produdioiis bfi What relates tb ybur art. 
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The faccefs my pidlure hafe met With, gi^c^ Jhe 
grtSLi pleafure, but I a)h ftiU anxious to kiloW thte 
otjinioti of More. Endeavour to make thil Hbl^ 
;lrttft your friend. Do not negleA Angelica, fSk 
may be of great u& to you With the Englilh, an4 
bfe aifo the intcodu<Sory ^ters which I fent you i 
they are all addrefied to perfons of note, who hav« 
cmdit^ and may be able to procure you adm^on td 
Ai^h cabinets as are moil replete with obje^ Of art. 

Continue to court the Society of thofe who add 
utiiirerfal kuQwledge and talent to a tafte for the arts* 
That artiftj who finks into nothing after he has 
ijuitted his pen^il^ i^ Umtted to a very fmali portioa 
of exi(Unce> 

t wifh I could hav^ been prefent at your i^fer-" 
view with Orell, to enjoy your furprife. You 
mud give me further details of it. He and M. de 
Salis, who, no doiibt, has fhewn you fome atten- 
tions, may be of great fervice to you at Naples. Tell 
me the general plan you have formed for your ftu- 
dies this winter, and defcribe to me all that you do 
very circumftantially. 

This day happens to be your birth-day, and we 
are going to celebrate it in due form. Your mother 
intends giving us, a gala di(h, and I promife that a 
bottle of my beft wine (ball be emptied in honour 
of yoi|, 
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It Moritz ftill at Rome, and what does he do 
there ? Is Gothe there now ? Are yoa acquainted 
with Helnfe, who has been fome years in Italy ? He 
pnbliflied a tranflation of Taflb, written with groat 
pretenfions to the fublime, but on the whole rather 
mediocre; He is alfo very probably the author of a 
new novel, entitled Ardinghelloy which contains 
fome fine fcenes, and fome interefting (ituations» 
defcribed with much fire and energy ; but which on 
the other hand^ often trefpafles on delicacy and good 
moralsy and the author very fi-equently allows him* 
felf to chatter on the fine arts without knowing 
much what he himfelf means; If young people, 
whofe heads are but too eafily exalted, allow them- 
felves to read fuch books, they ought, at leaft, to 
arm themfelves with much precaution. Farewell, 
niy dear child ; remember me to all my friends. 

S. GESSNER. 
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LETTER XLIX. 


J. G£SSN£R TO HER SON. 


Zurich, Not, l6, 1^87. 

Yes indeed, my dear fon, you coft tne 
n^any tear$ by your long filence. You thpughtlefs 
youths often forget very quickly, all that a good 
mother feels for her beloved children, and how 
eaiily this affefkion, which is fo deeply engraven on 
our hearts, and is the motive of our continual foil* 
citude and concern in educating you, how eafily 
I fay, it becomes the fource of our moil anxious 
care. Since I heard of the death of your friend 
Kerfch, I have always had that event in my mind^ 
and knowing your attachment to your friends, my 
vneafiners daily increafed. Your father endeavoured 
to banifh my fears, but he fufiered equally with 
myfelf, and your brother tried in vain to divert my 
thoughts from the caufe of my anxiety, by afietSling 
more gaiety than ufual. At length your letter ar- 
rived, and the day on which we received it, was 
truly a happy day for us as well as for all our 
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fi-iends. For my part, I foi^ive you willingly for 
all you had made me fuffer, now that I know you ta 
be in good health, and that you have enjoyed fo much 
pleafure, and that our tranquillity is refiored by fo 
much good news. We immediately got all the 
maps and views which we poiTefs* to affift us ia 
following you in your travels, and were very much 
pleafed to obferve the good humour which accom- 
panies you every wliere^ and the vivacity ^hich ani- 
mates all your defcriptions. We wait for the ar- 
rival of the drawings you promifed ^s, with impa- 
tience ; and I have already befpoken them to orna- 
ment my chamber. 

Nature has befiowed on you one of her moft 
valuable gifts, my dear fon, by conferring *on you 
that happy feeling of worth and beauty, without 
vhlch the whole univerfe would be to us as nothing, 
and whidi alone gives a relifli to life. Endeavour 
carefully to preferve this ineftimable prefent of in- 
dulgent nature ; it will embellifli, or at leaft (bften 
and foothe every part of yourcxiftence^'and wiH be 
the moft certain pledge of fuccefs in your art; but 
if once loft, nothing can bring it back again, or 
compenfate for the want of it. 

* My mother appears to be younger, for every 
letter of youn that wc receive, (he laughs and weeps 
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ai (he reads, anddefiresa thouiand affedionate things 
to you. Farewell my dear Conrad 1 your father, 
and fifter, and all your friends^ defire their kind 
remembrance to yoif , 

J.GESSNER. 
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LETTER L. 


C. GESSNER TO HIS FATHER* 


Rome, Nov. 20^ 17S7. 

Yes indeed, my dear father, the trnex* 
peAed appearance of Orell, occafioned me a very 
agre^lable furprife. I was jnft returned from my 
firftexcuriion, and had been to fee my friend Sablet, 
when a fervant came to inform me, a ftranger de- 
£red to fee me immediately. I went dire£Uy> and 
could fcarcely believe my eyes, when I perceived 
our dear Orell. He had only two days to fpend 
here, that he might fatisfy his defire of feeing Rome ; 
and converting of you with that true effufion of 
heart, with which this worthy friend delights to 
Ipeak of you, made the time, which was already too 
limited, pafs like lightning. General de Salis alfo 
gave me every poffible teilimony of his attachment 
to you. 

A relaxation of this kind was almoft neceflary to 
n)e ; for fince my return to Rpme, the death of 
Kerfch affedls me more than ever. I have not 

mentioned 


217 

mentioned this event to you before, becinife at firft» 
sifter fo grievous a lofe, Lhad neither the power nor 
the will to inform you of itv He died a viftim to 
his affiduity in his profeffion. He had a pidJurc to 
paint for the great altar in orfe of the churches of 
his native city ; from that time, the houfe he in-' 
habited became a fort of prifon for him. H« fhut 
himfeif up with his pidture in this infulated habi- 
tation, which, from its fituation, was very ^nvvhole- 
fome,and we faw him but very fe|dom. Added to 
this unceafing application, and conftant exertioii 
of all his faculties, his exccffivc grief for the lofs of 
a brother, whom he tenderly loved, contributed to 
injure his health. We endeavoured in vain to alle- 
viate his forrow, butit wasonly by redoubling his ef- 
forts andhis labour, that he could difpel the gloomy 
ideas that preyed upon' him. At length, not with- 
Handing his ftrength of conflitution, on which per-i 
haps he placed too much dependance, he fell a viic* 
tim to the infeftious air he lived in, and was feized 
with a violent fever. After fomc time he grew better, 
and he thought himfeif quite recovered, when a 
fudden rdapfe carried him off in a few days. We 
interred him on the 23d^ of September. As, by 
being a protfeftant, we were denied the privilege of 
performing this duty to him in public, we were 
obliged to wait till the fhades of night enabled us to 
Accompany him to hi^ laft home in obfcurity and 
fccrccy, Morita^ and fome other of his friends, 
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undsrlcnk to fetch his body m a coach, and they 
carried it thus to the end of a long ftreet which rung 
hy the fide of the Tiber* There the other eoachea 
in which we were, and the eonftables whom we were 
obliged to engage for our fecurity, joined the carriage 
containing the body, when the funeral advanced flowiy 
and in pftifed tirder, to the fpot where the pyramid 
of Cefiius ftands. We there got put of the coaches^ 
and fome torches being lighted, we walked two and 
two after the bier ; being arrived at the burial plaqc^ 
ve ranged ourfelves in a circle round the gravOi^. 
While the cofta vraa bong plaq^ in it, Moriti; pro* 
9ounccd a (hort funeral oration, which w^ not 
heard without emotion. We remained a few xm« 
nutes in filenc^^ contemplatiitg this mournful 
icene* The gravo was clofed, the torchte were exr 
tiaguiihed, and ihe deep ibades of night were ia 
nhifoo with the melanoholy feelings of our hearts* 

Kerfcb was, in every refpe£t, a man of ^ztraor-r 
ilinary merit. He had an excellent hearti an open 
generous difpoCition, and a cheerful ferenity, which 
rendered his (beiety eafy and pleaiimt. As for his 
talent, it is difficult to o^f et with a man fo entirely 
born an artifi;. He was a 6i& rate draught(man» 
and a true poet in his hifiorical compofitiojos ; his 
abilities were daily improving by the ftudy of th^ 
great models that he met with in Rome i a ftudf 
which he followed with an intelligence fo fuj)$riQr» 
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and an appUcation Jo intend, that he mu(t un* 
doubtcdly have rifen to the higheft rank in the art. 
To thefe acqvitcmenta he added an afTiduous en- 
quiry into ancient literature ; he read Homer and 
Virgil in their original language, and ftudted them 
continually. 

The illnefs and death of this excellent young man « 
gave rife to an afiedting circumftance, which i will 
relate to you4 A young Spanifh ecclefiaftic had lived 
a long time in the fame houfe with him, withQUt^- 
however, having any other intcrcourfc with him 
than that merely of a neighbour. But at foon as 
Kerfch was taken ill, this young man flew to his 
afBAance, performed th^s office of the mod; attentive 
nwtf^f and never left his bed for an inilant. When 
the fever had abated, and Kerfch thought himfelf 
out of danger, the Spaniard made a little excurfioa 
with him to that part of the country ih which 
Horace's villa ia fitoated ; but they were fcarcely* 
arrived wheQ ^e fever returned, and put a period to 
his eaiftence. The Spaniard then u(ed every efFoit 
tp convey the body of his friend to Rome, and pro-. 
cure it a refpe£lable intermeyt ; but it was not vifhb-* 
out a great deal of trouble and expence, that be 
could obtain a carriage for that purpofe. The 
Gorpfe w9S placed in it, drqfled as ufual, and the 
Spaniard feated himfelf by it$ fide ; all was welt tiU 
they got tothegatQS of((.onie, but there, every thii^. 
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was to be feared ; fortunately the coichinan tiras « - 
lefolute man, and, affiled by the Spaniard, he made 
feme holes in the back of tlie coach, and bj means, 
of fome cords pafied through them, they contrivcsd 
to keep the body in an upright pofition. They dre^ 
the curtains of the windows, and the Spaniard 
placed himfelf behind the carriage as a footman, 
holding the cords which were tied round the body, ^ 
and thus entered the gates of Rome in a full trot, 
without moleftation. - This worthy prieft is called 
Don Ginefe. 

I am now iettled again at Rome, with my dear 
friend Sablet ; and at prefent aifk employed in care-> 
fully finifliing fome iludies from nature. I have- 
alfo painted a pi£ture under the immediate infpec- 
tion of Sablet, and I feel indebted to my friend for 
much tnftruAion, which has been very ufeful to me, 
and of the ncceffity of which I had but little idea. 
I keep my pallet as clean as poflible, for 1 perceive, 
that unlefs the colours are mixed with care, there* 
on be no certainty of the tint; after repeated trials 
^he pi£lure becomes fpotty, and the colouring gets^ 
black and dirty. 

I. am haHening to finifli a copy from XDIaude 

Lorraine ; and I fliall attend the academy very 

conflantly this winter, to draw from nature, and- 

aUafrom the antique. I ihall fludy the beautiful 
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forms of the latter with particular care. Mr. Trip^ 
pel has given me permiiEon to vifit him as often as 
I like ; he has lent me a fmall Hercules of a verjr 
good form, which I am now drawing. In the 
evening, Sablet employs himfelf in giving me and 
fome of his friends, leflbns in perfpe£l:ive and archt- 
tefture ; the knowledge of thisfcience is indifpen- 
fable to a landfcape painter ; and Pouflin employed 
it to the greateft advantage. 

1 do not negledl drawing horfes.from nature, for 
I am perfeftly aware what little progrefs I have 
made in this branch. I find great afliilance in it 
from fludying a large anatomical model, which { 
frequently confult. I make all my lludies oni 
large fcale, bccaufe they require more attention^ 
and it is eafier to negle£t the detail when the draw- 
ing is fmall. It is thus that we live, united with a 
fmall circle of artilts, in a peaceful retired manner,* 
and wholly dedicated to our art. We give eacli 
other adyice with frankncfs, and mutually excite 
each other to follow, with rapid ilfides, that traciL 
which each has chofen, that he may attain perfect 
tion. After employing the winter in this manner,* 
we hope to reap a double harv eft in our ftudies from 
paturc, which will recommence with the fpring. \ 

C. GESSNER. ^ 
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LETTER LL 


8. geUner. to hu son. 


luridly Jafli Zf ijti, 

A ftA?PY new year to yon, my dear 
fon, may heaven prefcrve you in health ; but you 
Biuft, on your part, be careful to continue well by 
carefully avoiding every fpecies of excefs in a clipiate 
which is fo dangerous to foreigners. You muft alfo 
occafionally deviate from die uniformity of your 
iiedentary life, and the intenfenefs of your appli* 
cation, by fome amufement, and particularly by 
irequent exercife« How many young people would 
be dill living, or at leaft would enjoy a more efta- 
blinie4,'health,.if they had followed this advice ! you 
jlioukj fometimes ride on horfeback, to afiift the 
circulation of the blood, and llrengthen your di* 
geftion. If it is not always convenient to you to 
procure a handfome horfe for this exercife, content 
yourfelf with a hack, or even with a humblfe^donky, 
arid do not negle£t ufmg it often. Bef^des which, 
in thefe little rides, without having any particular 
pbjeft in view, you may frequently meet with 
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IjeatstiFuI pam of lanilfcapesy and thus dravr a 
A>uble advantage from thetn, 

I was well affutisd, that Orcirs vifit muft occaGcm 
yoix an agreeable furprife, I would not ftiention it 
to you before-hand, that you might enjoy all thfc 
pleafiire of an une^ped^ed meetihg. I am mock 
plfeared that M, de Salis is fo friendly to you, and 
indeed I expetSbed it. All this, I hope, will be of 
TeiVite to you at Naples, particularly in what relates 
to military and hunting fcenes. You will not dd 
amifs by ftudying the latter a little, and occafiionaHy 
painting from nature, dogs of ditferent kinds. 

The diftribution of your ftudies for this Winter, 
IS very judicioufly arranged. Obferve well the grand 
and noble forms of the^ntique. You muft however, 
irecolle<5t, that by confining yourfelf too much to 
the ftudy of detached figures, you may find yourfelf 
embarrafled when forming groups, and will combine 
them with ftifFnefs and afieftation. In order to 
avoid this defeft, it may be ufeful to exercife your- 
felf in making Iketches ;of good compofitions and 
beautiful groups, but always from the beft mafters*^ 
I advife you, alfo, to carry always about you proper 
implements for drawing. You will often meet with 
]^oups combined by chance, in the flreets and pub- 
lic places, which form beautiful piftures with the 
ptmoft variety of cfFefil, But nature ! I muft always 
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refer you to that! contemplate nature as if it were 
an animated pidlure, and be always on the watch 
fpr the beauties it prefents, that you may imprefs 
them on your mind. Endeavour 'to become fa- 
roUiar with them, in order to be able to judge who 
bave imitated them with moft fuccefs, then ftudy 
tbofe imitators, that you may learn what methods 
they have purfued to reprefcnt nature fo faithfully ; 
but feledl from among them, thofe only whofc tafte, 
added to fidelity of reprefentation, has pointed out 
the moft advantageous objects. Oh nature, my 
fon ! follow nature ! for what gave fuch inimitable 
grace to Titian, fuch ftriklng truth to Vandyck ? 
They obferved nature with unceafing attention ; 
they acquired, with the moft delicate degree- of 
feeling, thofe fhades and tones, which, to other 
ej'cs, were almoft imperceptible. Imitate them, 
and when you have gained this habit of obfervation, 
you will nev^ caft your eyes on any part without 
deriving fome inftrudlion froip it. 

We feel infinitely obliged to Trippel and Sa- 
blct, for their kindqefs to you, which is a proof 
of true friendfhip. Tell them fo from us, and 
affure them of my beft regard. 

Wc are extremely defirous of feeing again fomc 
cf your works. What Orell told us of you does 
not leiTen our opinion of your abilities. Send me 

by 
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%f t)ie firft opportunityy fpmething that may do you 
Credit. I imagsfie» chat you are now employed ia 
topying a pidure of Claude or of Pouffia ; if yoil 
^ave not already begun, I advife you to lofe no time> 
iMit begin dire<^y. 

i am vefy glad, my fdn, that you are not yet 
pleafed with your hor fes ; many others would feel 
peifetSily &tisfi.ed with tbem, I afiure you. It is a 
proof, that you fee riaturfc, which is always fo diffi- 
cult to imicdte well, cxa£tly as it is, and that you 
poflefs a perftft image in your mind of every ob- 
jed you fee. Court every opportunity of drawing 
and painting from the fineft horfes ; and as it is very 
probable that you may go to Naples, chufe fuch 
ftwlies as may bring you credit, if you have occafioit 
for them. To this end it will be neceflary, that you 
/hould fludy heads with attention, for the purpoib 
both of form and colouring. I hear, that Hackert 
has painted the king of Naples on horfeback hunt- 
ing, and that t^^e picture does not poflels much 
merit. 

I lately advifed you to read tho Works of Mengsw 
and I now recommend for your perufal, that of ^ 
Leonardo da Vinci. Thefe will be very ufeful 
books for youi In Aiort, tell me if you read at all, 
and what you read. 

0. Po 
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Do you often fee More, and are you on fricndlf 
terms with him? Do you fee Angelica fometimes? 
What are Sablet, Lips, Meyer, and Kolla doing? 
Remember me to them all, not forgetting Mr. Dcni^ 
and St.Urs. How fortunate you are, myfon, to 
have fuch friends !^ friends, who muft poffefs the 
greateft influence over your heart and mind, by 
their charafter and acquirements, and whofe well- 
grounded knowledge in their art muft add to the 
itnprovement of your talents. 

My fifterhas been attacked by a lingering illnels, 
and her weaknefs increafes fo much that no hopes 
are entertained of her recovery. This melancholy 
refleaion frequently difturbs the tranquillity, which 
would otlierwiCe be uninterrupted, of our domeftic 
circle. That excepted, we are all in good health,: 
and join in every good wiQi to you. 

S. GESSNER. 
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L£TTER Lit 


!S. GBSSNBR to HIS iOV, 

( 

Zurich^ Jan. 6, k)8S. 

My fetter was forgotten, and Iwill 

bvailmyfelf of the omiffion to add to it'a few lineSc 

1 have this, moment feen a very ftrang6 fetter fromr 

* ' > — f Who is very proud of the friendfliip of 

* He gives way, without reflexion^ to his 

extravagant hbtjons, and is dazzfed by his own 

pompous phrafes, which are varAifhed over with an. 

air of originality. — — , as he confefles himfelf^ has 

inculcated in him the great maxim, that it is right 

to contemn the judgment of other men, and not to 

confult any perfon on one's own works. What 

abfurdity and fooliih pride, thus to place himfelf 

above the reft of the world, as if he were the 

only -rational being, and that the reft of thi^ 

earth were peopled with in.fenfate animals I Let 

him point out to me any artift or learned man, or 

in faft any one, who has been really great in his 

way, who has not obtained the juftice due to his 

merit, from the greateft part of his contempo^ 
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nries, or at lead from pofteritjr. Among the laa-^ 
derns» Mengs is a ftriking example of the truth of 
this obfervation. All Europe fpoke of him, even 
during his life, in the higheft termi of reCpcSt. 

What madnefs is it to attend only to one's own 
judgment and feeling I He, who pofle&es fufficient 
pride to be led aftray by it on this point, is in the 
high road to folly. If I do riot impartially difcufs 
the praifss and cenfures of which I am the objed^ 
if I pay no regard to the different manner of feeing 
and feeling ot others^ how fhali I be convinced, thai 
mine i(s the bed i My ttde may eafiiy become cpr* 
rupted) and my fentiment depraved. This caufe 
produces thofe wild imaginations, thofe heated 
brains, that dall themfeiveft original genius'S) who, 
* blinded by the fmoke of their own incenfe, and fee»« 
ing all ohjefbs either too targe or too fnriall, disfigure 
6very thing that offtt^ itfelf to their perception, and 
delineate wild phantoms inftead of fimpTetrutfa. For 
heaven^ fake, my dear fon, do not fufier yourfelf tor 
be feduced by their example \ they hare, I confeis^ 
fomething inviting in their language^ and thofe, whO| 
from a li\'«ly fenfibility and ardent imagination, do 
not allow themfeives time to refledi ferioufly, may 
difily be led aftray. But believe my words, letthefe 
gentlemen gallop away on their winged affe^, be-* 
yond the limits of good fenfe and good tafte, but dcK 
you remain ki the path that is traced by fodnd rea-^ 
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' Ibn* and may the delirium of a fevered imaginatioK 
never tempt you to deviate ffom it ; pfofit from 
|;reatnefs and excellence wherever you meet with it ; 
be libera! towards every one according to his de&rtSy 
9nd always f emember, that modedy is the faithful 
companion of true wifdom and. true merit. Do not 
imagine that all this. is mere ill humour} no» it is 
ferious advice which I give you, becaufe I believe 
it really nec^ffary, and becaufe I wi(h to put you on 
your, guard againd the cdntagtous whims of fomc 
men, whofe genius and talents ip other refpetSts, J 
acknowledge and admire. 

I muft add a few words, as there Is room on the 
paper.' You tell nie, you begin, under the friendly 
dirc(£tion of M. Sablet; to keep your pallet in better 
brdpr, and to ipix and ufe your colours with more 
care and neatnefs. A thoufand thanks to your ex-* 
ceilent fri.end ! tell him how fincerely grateful I feel 
for his attention. By profiting thus from his know- 
ledge, you will acquire a degree of facility, which, 
perhaps, without hirn you could never have attained, 
Obferve both him and other able artifls, while they 
are. at their eafel. Study their different manners of 
working, whether in iketching or in finiftiing. 
Would it not be ufeful to make a coljeftion con^ 
taining a flight fpeqimen of each mixture of colours 
which might ftrike you, writing under each tint of 
what colours they are compofed, and in what pro- 
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portions ? One more queftion I mud afk, which iii-^ 
deed I repeat in all my letters. Do you avail yous- 
fclf of the view, which you have from your window, 
particularly in obferving the fkies ? Confider what 
an advantage is a well adapted iky t<f the general 
cfkSt of a pi£lure, and how much the reverfe dif^ 
figures it. Farewell, farewell. We all join in 
kindell regards to you. 

Your aunt ceaied to breathe this morning ; her 
4ife extinguiflied gradually like a lamp« 

9. GESSNER, 
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LETTER LIIL 

C.GESSNER TO HIS FATHER. 


Rome, Jan. $> 1788. . 

I HAVE at length been obliged, like 
others^ to pay tribute to this climate. The too fe- 
dentary life I had hitherto led, mflaroed my blood; 
I was fuddenly attacked by a violent fever, which^ 
confined me to my bed, and did not even allow of 
my writing to yoa., I was bled, and took a pro- 
digious quantity of bark, and then 1 began to re- 
cover. As foon as I perceived the favourable alter- 
ation that had taken place^ I began painting again* 
QOtwithftanding the phyfician forbad it, and I have 
painted a moon light. The fcene is a freih and 
pleating landfcape, watered by a fmall Iheam which 
flows through the middle of a narrow valley ; in 
the foreground, horfes are coming to drink under 
foine large trees, that fhade the banks of the rivulet. 
I think I have fucceeded pretty well in reprefenting 
the pale light. Which is reflefled from the moon in 
the wateri and the bubbling of the dream run- 
ning oyer a bed of ilones. The perfpe£^ive is ter^ 
minated by a lai^ge mountain, behind whigh the 
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moon is rifing in the horizon.- Every evening 
when the moon fhone, I ftudied from my window* 
with .nay eyes fixed on a little hill covered with trees* 
that fpecies of twilight or femi-darknefs, which is fo 
charming in nature, bqt fo difficult to exprefs with 
the pencil. I believe I have delineated'onthe canv|» 
what I then felt, with tolerable accuracy, and my 
friends alfo do not appear diflatisiied with the pic- 
ture. I never yet painted any thing with fo much 
delight. Perhaps the pleafure I felt was in a great 
nieafute derived from the agreeable fenfation of 
Convalefcence, and the j>rogreffive return of my 
ftrength, but certainly much more to the refemn* 
blance of one par^ of my landfcape tp a particnlar 
fpot at Sihiwald. This refemblance feemed tcr 
tranfport me to your fide. My heart felt expanded 
and happy. But alasi a frefli attack of my fever, 
although fortunately not fo violent as the former 
6ne {)reve|ited me firom finifbing my work. I was 
<>blrged to fobmit, with fenfation^ doubly painfiil, to 
the impefjous orders of jiature, and return to my 
fick chamber, apd even to celebrate the feftival of 
the new year in my bed, I am, however, now be- 
ginning to recover again, and the fever is confider- 
ably diminifh^. During my illnefs, Sablet attended 
me with the moft fi-iepdly folicitude, and I had the 
good fortune to meet with ^n able phyficran, wb^ 
prefcribes the moft perfed reft and^tran^uillity for 
fome time longer, antl afterwards great ?ind frpquent 
exercife^ 

It 
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It is mortifying, that my illnefs will entirely pre- 
vent the refolu|ion I had made of employing the 
greateft part of the winter in copying ; for I Ihall not 
dare to venture, for a confiderable time, to the gal* 
krks, which are always very cold. I (hall endea- 
voiH* to compeofate for this lofs by workin^^tn my 
own room as affiduouily as my health will permits 
Fortunately, I have a good proviiion of drawings 
and ftudies from nature, more or lefs.&ai/hed and 
coloured, which will be of great ufe in enabling mc 
to finifli, with n»ore care, fome (ketches which are 
very happily compofed. I have made a diftribution 
of my time ; I employ (bme hours of every day in 
the (ludy of the human £gure, fome I dedicate to 
that of archite£l:ure, fo neceflary to a landfcape 
painter in the noble ftyle of compofition ; and Sa« 
blet continues to give us lectures in perfpe£live 
every evening. I feel, very forcibly, what a taik 
k is to become an artift in the full extent of the 
word. Unfortunately, very few things can be 
done at a time. Qur progreflion is fo (low, and life 
is fo (liort ! however, I will not be difcouraged, and 
as foon as I have recovered my ftrength, I (hall pro- 
ceed with fre(h ardour. As I have already told you, 
we form a little fociety of artifts, and are whoHy 
engroHed by our ?irt, and by friend(hip. We work 
all the day, and fometimes night approaches without 
ipur perceiving th^t the day is gone. We then pa(i 
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the.rcfi: Qf the evening In . reading, talking, and 
kiigbing; and thys ihe days glide ;ivvay like fo many, 
^nptes. , ^ . 

As foon as I am able to walk, or rather to run and 
fkip, for I {hall furely (kip for joy, when I fee .the 
fun again, I (hall call on More, and I will let you 
kpow immediately. what opinion he enteit^ii:)^ of 
your piAuiie. 

C, GESSNER, 
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LETTER LIV. 


fi. GESSMBR. TO HIS SON. 


Z-undt, Jin. 22, i7t8> ' 

_ I 

XXE^VEN be praifefj that you are re- 
covered, my dear Ton ! it is fortunate that we were 
ignorant of your ilinefs. Your long filence ratlier 
idifpleafed us, but we were not uneafy, . Your bro- 
ther was the only one who knew the reafon of it 
by a letter from Lips; but, like a prudent boy, he 
took care not to inform us of it. I intreat \ou now 
to attend to your phyfician, and ride on horfeback. 
I conclude you have, by this time, taken meafur^ 
to procure yourfelf A good horfe. One more 
piece of advice I mpft give you : be careful, when 
you draw, not to Hoop, or lean your cheft on 
your work ; you know how I have guarded againft 
this inconvenience in the conftru£lion of my little 
table. You had better defer your ftudics in the 
galleries till a more favourable period. Would it 
not be poffible to borrow fome piflure either from 
More or from fome private colleftion, to Audy ^t 
^oijr own houfe ? 

As 
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As we Imagine that your iHnefs muft have oc-^ 
cafioned you fome expjsnce, in order that you may 
not be expofed to any embaraijmenti we enclofe a 
bill of exchange^ which you may imm^i^t^ly con- 
vert into cajh. 

Your lail letter gave us much fatisfac^ion, for 
moTp reafons than one- Befides the pieafing intei-> 
ligence of your recovery, which made us fhed t^r^ 
of joy, all its contents afiprded us very high gratifi- 
cation. Every line proves the candour and gocid-« 
nefs of your heart ; every fentence confirms the zeal 
which animates you for your art ; th^tzeal, vvithout 
which T\o artifl: can obtain real talent ; fpr all this 
my heart glows towards yoq with true paternal af- 
fe£kion. You are right, my fon, perfeAly right ! 
Our progrefBon is flow, and our life is Ihort, I agree 
with you.; at leaftlt is proper to think fo, for it is 
only by calculating with fiich fcrupulous feverity» 
the days and minutes of our pxi{lence> that we fhall 
be able to find \he means of muhiplying them, and 
of do'^ng a great deal in a few years. Continue thus» 
and that round of ftudies, which you ought to im* 
pofe on youriejf as a duty, will always extend itfelf^ 
and in order to accompli fti it, you will be continu- 
ally obliged to increafe your efforts. In proportion 
as you advance, the goal, to which you afpire, will 
appear the more Aidant from youj but at every 
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Atpf at eveiy freih exertion that jou make to attain 
it) it will appear mott diftindUy in view. 

I am alfo very well pleafed to Obferve you avoid 
till diffipatioHy and that you limit your fociety to a 
fmall circle of friends, who are linked together by 
tbeir love for the arts. Animated by foch a fetitt^ 
meat, you infpire each other with the moft noble 
emulation, and every difficulty become^ lefs formi- 
dable. I frequently fancy myfelf in your little aca« 
demy ; and I (hould like, alfd, to be prefent during 
yotir hours of relaxation, to partake of your gaiety. 
Remember me to all my friends, particularly to our 
veiipraluable friend Sablet. May heaven blefs him 
for all that he has done for me 1 FarewelK Writa 
very foon in anfwer to all thequeftions which I have 
aiked you in my lad letters. 

S. GESSNER. 


jta.34, 17284 

« 

My father has given me Bis letter to clde^ 
and I muft add a few lines.. Since we heard of your 
iUneis, which we would not difdole to any one, both 
your fifter and myfelf have been in a ftate of conti* 
'HUai uheaiinefs. Our mother was, during this time, 
confined to her bed by illnefsi and was therefore fliU 
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iftore fubjedl to feet thdfe alarms, which your fileiTcfe^ 
naturally excited. --My father aloite was apparefttl/' 
calm, and endeavoured to keep up our fpirits, but I 
believe^ that inwardly he wanted fupport htmfdf. 
At length, your letter arrived. You fliould haveF 
feen with ^t hat joy we all received it! Each was 
anxious to read it in his turn, and tried^ to be the' 
firli: to remark thofe paflages, which were moft gra-' 
tifying ; all this gave fife to a fceneof domeftic Iiap-^' 

pinefs equally tender and joyfuL 

> • 

Ever^ thing now goc^ oh again as ufual. My 
Iftother has recovered her health, and my father 4s as 
}nduflrious and chearful as he was wont to ht.'^^t 
fees but littte eompaiiy this winter, but t6€6mi$eiv-» 
fete for ^hisj Hefs, Meyer, and Freudweiler, fre- 
quently pafs the evening- with u». They read and 
convcrfe, chiefly on the arts, and they alfo talk 
muthdf you. R^y father feems to take great de- 
light in the fociety of thefe young men, who poffefs 
much talent and merit, and who* feel an almoft 
filial attachment for him. ThUs our days pafs iir 
peaceful and unclouded calmnefs, and glide away 
infefrfibly, tiotwithflanding xkk fimplicit/, and even 
tinifoi^mity, of our manner of living. Sochetinfier^ 
but very feldom, a flight ftiade of melancholy feenis 
to obfcurd the conftaflt ferenity of our good father, 
yet even then he is as afiedlionate and amiable al 
vfuat. It was ift on@ of thef<( moods thai he gave 

me^ 


me, a few ddys Cncc, a Icflbn which will dver re*** 
main engraven on my memory. I cannot refift <lo-« 
fcribing to you the fcene, which aflFedled me fi»' 
ftrongly,'and repeating the leSbn Which, no doubt, 
was addrefied equally to us both. 

Sunday evening we were fitting together in bur 
parlour, and obferving the fetting fun, which gradu- 
ally- funl^ benejith a clouded horizon. I begged my 
father to mend me a pen, which he did immediately. 
Some minutes after, returning intothe room, 1 found 
this fentence written in large chara£lers on my letter 
cafe: " Misfortune is the touchftone of man.'* 
Equally furprifed and alarmed, I looked at my fa- 
ther : " For heaven's fake, what does this mean ?" 
I exclaimed, with fome degree of emotioti. He re* 
plied, fmiling: ** This fentence flowed naturally 
from the pen, when I. was going to try it." We 
remained iilent for a conGderable time. My father 
remarked my agitation, and cading his eyes on me 
with the moft expreffive countenance, '* I fee," 
faid he, in an affefitionate tone of voice, which I 
ihall never forget, *' I plainly fee, that I have given 
*' you pain ; I will erafe what I have written. 
•* But although it be effaced from this page, let it 
** ever be prefent in your memory and in your 
** heart." I was extremely affedted; and he ap- 
peared, by his increafing chearfulnefs and tender- 
nefs, to wifh to endear the remembranee of that 
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itidnienty and imprefe it mortf ftfot^y on diy mind. 
I knowy my dear brother^ you would be diipleafed 
if I negledied to ii^part to you any circumdance 
which tended, like this, to chara^rife the exoellenf 
heart of our rjefpecSabie £ither^ 

JFareweU^ Biy dear brother ; write to us iboa# 

H. GESSNEB. 
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LETTER LV. 


C. GESSNEK. TO HIS FATHEll. 


Rotue, Jan. soy I^SS. 

The fever has, at length, entirely left 
iis'e, and I have refumed my cuftonnary (ludics and 
Occupations. I have paid my (irft vifit to Trippel, 
who received me with the mod afie£lionate friend- 
flifp, and immediately propofed our taking a walk 
together. As we rambled on, we found ourfelves 
imperceptibly in the neighbourliood of the Vatican^ 
and in the court containing the ftatues of fielvidere. 
It was a moft agreeable furprife to me to find myfelf 
thus unexpe(Sedly in this enchanted and ideal world. 
i could never feel fatisfied. It wasalmofi impoflible 
to be completely fo with wandering, with my 
friend, in the midft of thefe perfonified gods, who, 
HotwithAanding jtheir deification, poflefled the cha- 
ra3er of mortals, under the fined of the human 
form, rather than of beings of a higher order. I will 
not attempt to defcribe them to you, although, thanjcs 
to my friend, thefe celefiial images are now no 
longer beautiful phantoms in my mind| but leave 
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an impreffion more corapleat and di(lin£l: than they 
did formerly. It is better, no doubt, to refer you to 
the defcription, that Winckelman has given of them, 
in which he has not only expreflfed what he felt 
with equaP energy and clearnefs, but has alfo given 
a fort of fpecimen of the objeSs he defcribes. We 
afterwards entered the Loggias of Raphael, where his 
immortal genius has afTumed the mo{^ varied forms, 
and where it ftiJl exifls in its prifline brilliancy, 
in thefe indeflrudlible fpecimens of it, notwith* 
flanding the barbarous gloom and even dampnefs of 
the rooms, which contain them. We remained fome 
time in the hall of Conftantine. All the hiftorical 
pi£lures in this hall were defigned by Raphael, and 
painted after liis death by his pupils. The firft 
pifture neareft the entrance, rcprefents the emperor 
previous to the battle againft Maxentius, exhorting 
his troops to the combat. He feems to be fhowing 
his army the celeftial crofs, which angels are fuf- 
pending in the clouds. The numerous groups, 
which furround him, and which are difpofed with 
the beft effeci, appear to be gradually animated by 
his eloquence, and become infpired with martial 
ardour. Even the fmaliefi details in this piflurc 
are of a grand defign. The following one, which 
repreferjts the battle itfelf, excites the mod lively 
interefl. The innumerable multitude of men, and 
infinite variety of attitudes, which are totally free 
from confufion or embarraflhient, excite ^(loniili* 
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ment. The conception of this pi<5ufe waST the 
thought of a mind replete with fire and vigour, 
Whofe pencil was equally bold and firm. The dif- 
poiition is admirable. The field of battle feems fo 
cxtenfive that the eye can fcarcely embrace it. All 
is life and motion. There is not a fingle group 
that does not excite a peculiar jntereft, and poflefs a 
ftriking exprcffion. In fliort, the beauties are fo 
multiplied, that in contemplating this great work, 
one forgets, that a more agreeable ftyle of colouring; . 
might be defirable,and a greater connexion through- 
out the different parts of the whole. As the day be- 
gan to clofe, we could only call a rapid glance on 
the pi£lures in the other rooms, that we might give 
a little more time to Trippel's favourite pifturc, 
the School of Athens. The fcene is laid in a tern- « 
pie, of fimple butmajeftic architeAure. Each of the 
philofophers, who are ailembled, carries in his coun- 
tenance and attitude the diftinguifhing charafber 
which is attributed to him in hidory. The manner 
in which the groups are compofed, is not lefs cha- 
raderiftic, and Raphael has introduced various por- 
traits in this pidiure, with fo much addrefs, that the 
figures lofe nothing of beauty or appropriate expref- 
fion. His colouring is, I think, better in this pidlure 
than in any of his other works; all the fiigures are 
noble and graceful, and the draperies are admirable* 

* 

In the picture of Parnaffus the compofition of 
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the groups ii alfo verjr ingenious. The moft coIe« 
bnited poets, of antiquity, as well as thofe of modern 
Italy, are introduced, and the refpedive lituations 
given them by the artift, difplay the utmoft cQrre£i- 
Hcfs of judgment. Raphael has painted his owa 
partrait by the fide of Homer and Virgil ; the latter 
(eems fpeaking to Dante» and ihewing him Apollo. 
A little farther, Horace is expreffing his admiration, 
of Pindar^ and Sappho particularly has an expreffion, 
which nothing can equal. 

Here I terminated the firfl: excurfion, I 
made after my illnefs. I have fince been with 
Trippel to fee the Altieri palace, where I faw two 
fuperb pictures of Claude Lorraine. The firft is a. 
landfcape, in which the Sybil's temple ftands by thet 
£de of a lake. Some large trees cover it with their 
cooling (hade; rays of light occafionally pierce 
through their tufted foliage, and a delightful path, 
leads to the lake, which lofes itfelf in the difiant ho«- 
rizon. The inimitable and magic grace of Claude 
pervades the whole of this pifture, and is equalljr 
obfervable in the other, which is properly a fea y iew« 
The fea occupies ahnoft its whole extent ; fcarcely 
any thing, excepting Iky and water, are to be feen, and. 
yet the able manner, in which, the artift has va^'iedr 
the tones of colouring, prefeuts.the moft agieeadbk^ 
eSs&, to the eye. 

C. GESSNER. 
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LETTER LVr. 

-Ci^GESSNER TO HIS FATHER.. 

Komcj Feb. 6, fj%%* 

• 

I have been with More to-day, and had 
leifure to examine his L|itin works. In general, I 
obferve in his pi<Stures a grand and poetic ftyle of 
compofition, a brilliant and forcible colouring, light 
and tranfparent ikies, and an enchanting harmony ; 
but they are fometimes rather mannered. 1x1 his 
foregrounds, 1 think, he is fometimes negligent, but 
frequently too fludied. He is particularly fond of 
a purplilh tint, which, in faft, in Italy is obfervable 
in fummer on every obje£k, which is at a certain dif- 
tance. In nature, this effcdi is beautiful, but as it 
is extremely delicate and evanefccnt, it is very diffi- 
cult to exprefs it well in painting. 

Dettis has alfo juft finiihed fome pictures ; they 
do not indeed poiTefs the romantic and poetic (lyle 
of compoiitioa of More's, but they difplay an ex- 
quifite feeling of nature, and the snod happy talent 
ibr^orre^t imitation. 

C. GESSNER. 
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LETTER LVn. 


H. G£SSN£IL TO HIS SkOTHER* 


Zurich^ March $, i'j%9m 

JL ou have, no doubt» beard from Lips 
the alarming intelligence, v/hlch he was defired to 
communicate to you ; you already know, tliat our 
good father had experienced a violent attack of apo- 
plexy. Summon all your prefence of mind, my 
dear brother ; it is too true, that Providence has taken 
him from us. Thurfday, the twenty-eighth of Fe- 
bruary, at ten o'clock in the morning, he had an 
apoplectic fit ; a fecond attack, which came on in the 
night, deprived him entirely of his fpeech : from 
that tin^e he was* almoft conftantly in a flare of 
ftupor, and Sunday, the fecond of March, at five in 
the evening, he ccafed to breathe. His death was 
like his life, gentle and ferene, without paiin, or at 
lead, without convulfion or agony. 

Endeavour, my dear brother, to calm your feel- 
ings as much as poffible. We are all compofed, 
your mother, fifter, aunt, and all our friends. He 
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IS not yet buried ; he lies on his bier, his face un- 
covered, and his habitual (erenity is ftill imprinted 
on his features. Friday evening he recovered for a 
few minutes from the ilate of infenfibility, in which 
he had Iain, and made figns to us to approach. In a 
faint voice he called each of us by our name ; he 
named you alfo, and tenderly preffing our hands, he 
feemed to beftow his bleffing on us all. He then 
went to fleep again. He awoke at intervals, and 
the fame ferenity always continued in his counte-- 
nance and manner. Think what an afFefling, yet 
painful fight it was for us to behold him in his lad: 
moments, touching his right hand with his left 
almoft continually, and moving his fingers as if he 
wifhed to draw ! The fecond day he moved them 
with greater eafe, and feemed to feel pleafurc in it. 
Steinbruchel, Fiifsli, Lundolt,^ &c. who were af- 
fembled round his bed, mehed into tears, whenever 
he caft his eyes on them and on us with that af- 
feftionate expreffion which was fo common to him. 
We muft ever lament his lofs, my dear brother ; but 
let us not murmur at tlie decrees of heaverf. What 
do we not owe to Providence ! It had given us the 
beft of fathers, and we have enjoyed the greatcft ad- 
vantages with him and by him. A good education, 
and principles which muft, as long as we adhere to 
them, enfure our happinefs : thefe were his gifts to 
us, and they are invaluable. Think alfo, with the 
activity natural to his charrifter, how melancholy* 
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fhc reft of his days would have been, as the pafalytic 
SkBe&ion of his right fide mufl have obliged him to 
relinqui(h all employment ! What a conftant ob- 
jeSt of affliflion would he hive been to us in fuch a 
ftatc ! Let us not murmur then, but preferve, deeply 
engraven on our hearts, thofe beautiful words, which 
he had written himfelf a few weeks fince, didbited 
perhaps, aks ! by a fecret prefentiment of his death. 

H. GESSNER. 
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